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The legalization of marijuana is the next great reversal of history. Perhaps the
most demonized substance in America, scientifically known as Cannabis sativa,
simply a very fast growing herb, thrived underground as the nation's most
popular illegal drug.

Now the tide has shifted: In 1996 California passed the nation's first medical
marijuana law, which allowed patients to grow it and use it with a doctor's
permission. By 2010, twenty states and the District of Columbia had adopted
medical pot laws. In 2012 Colorado and Washington state passed ballot measures
legalizing marijuana for adults age 21 and older.

The magnitude of the change in America's relationship to marijuana can't be
measured in only economic or social terms: There are deeper shifts going on here
- cultural realignments, social adjustments, and financial adjustments. The place
of marijuana in our lives is being rethought, reconsidered, and recalibrated. Four
decades after Richard Nixon declared a War on Drugs, that long campaign has
reached a point of exhaustion and failure. The era of its winding down as arrived.

Weed the People will take readers a half-step into the future. The issues
surrounding the legalization of pot vary from the trivial to the profound. There
are new questions of social etiquette: Is one expected to offer a neighborly toke?
If so, how? Is it cool to bring cannabis to a Super Bowl party? Yea or nay on the
zoning permit for a marijuana shop two doors down from the Safeway? Plus,
there are the inevitable conversations between parents and children over exactly
what this adult experiment with marijuana means for them.
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The legalization of marijuana is the next great reversal of history. Perhaps the most demonized substance in
America, scientifically known as Cannabis sativa, simply a very fast growing herb, thrived underground as
the nation's most popular illegal drug.

Now the tide has shifted: In 1996 California passed the nation's first medical marijuana law, which allowed
patients to grow it and use it with a doctor's permission. By 2010, twenty states and the District of Columbia
had adopted medical pot laws. In 2012 Colorado and Washington state passed ballot measures legalizing
marijuana for adults age 21 and older.

The magnitude of the change in America's relationship to marijuana can't be measured in only economic or
social terms: There are deeper shifts going on here - cultural realignments, social adjustments, and financial
adjustments. The place of marijuana in our lives is being rethought, reconsidered, and recalibrated. Four
decades after Richard Nixon declared a War on Drugs, that long campaign has reached a point of exhaustion
and failure. The era of its winding down as arrived.

Weed the People will take readers a half-step into the future. The issues surrounding the legalization of pot
vary from the trivial to the profound. There are new questions of social etiquette: Is one expected to offer a
neighborly toke? If so, how? Is it cool to bring cannabis to a Super Bowl party? Yea or nay on the zoning
permit for a marijuana shop two doors down from the Safeway? Plus, there are the inevitable conversations
between parents and children over exactly what this adult experiment with marijuana means for them.
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Editorial Review

Review
Journalist Barcott (The Last Flight of the Scarlet Macaw: One Woman's Fight to Save the World's Most
Beautiful Bird, 2008, etc.) goes on a long, strange trip to document the changing fortunes of Big
Dope.Fortunes is the operative word: There's plenty of money to be made in the marijuana business, and
there are countless variations that can be found in the industry trade shows the author pops in on at various
points in this engaging book. As he observes, it was the days of Richard Nixon that saw both a sharp
upswing in prosecution for drug offenses and a loosening on the edges of various hemp-related crimes. Even
in places such as North Carolina, not everyone bought Nixon's call for the death penalty for dealers, and
several states "passed laws that made the possession of small amounts of pot legal or, at worst, a minor
infraction." The pattern holds today: In Barcott's two case studies of Washington state and Colorado,
possession and use of pot are legal, and the federal-state divide looms very wide-even as the public
perception of marijuana is radically changing, such that in 2013, 58 percent of the respondents to a Gallup
poll favored legalization. No stranger to on-the-ground research, the author secured a medical marijuana
card, and he takes readers on a grand tour of dispensaries, potions, tinctures" and his own blown mind:
"When you absorb more than 40 years of messages about the horrors of marijuana, walking into a dispensary
where it's all on display, without shame or fear, can be an utterly disorienting experience." Yet, silly title
aside, Barcott's book is entirely earnest. As the author notes, the feared explosion in crime has not happened
in those test-case states, but its opposite has, while instances of racially based injustice and needless
prosecutorial expenses have fallen dramatically. Will the rest of the country follow suit? To judge by
Barcott's useful book, you'd do well not to bet against it.?Kirkus Reviews

""Weed the People"...did provide an engaging look at the flux we are undergoing today."?Bellingham
Herald/Bookmonger

"In engaging, well-reported vignettes, Barcott undergoes with the reader a kind of parallel self-education...
By the end of his persuasive and surprisingly inspirational account, Barcott is again an occasional smoker
who can separate his bourgeois habit from the unwashed hordes at Hempfest."?Seattle Weekly

About the Author
Bruce Barcott, a former Guggenheim Fellow in nonfiction, is a frequent contributor to the New York Times,
Rolling Stone, National Geographic, the Atlantic Monthly, Outside magazine, and many other publications.
The Last Flight of the Scarlet Macaw, his critically praised true story of a woman fighting a global
corporation and a corrupt government to save the world's most beautiful bird, was reviewed on the front
cover the New York Times Book Review, and has been adopted as a "One Book" choice by a number of cities
and colleges across the United States. His previous book, The Measure of a Mountain, earned the
Washington State Governor's Award.

He lives on an island near Seattle with his wife, the memoirist Claire Dederer, and their two children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Amanda Moberly:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Weed the People: The Future of Legal Marijuana in America as the daily
resource information.

Deborah Beaudry:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Weed the People: The Future of Legal Marijuana in America, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a reserve.

Gerald Reed:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Weed the People: The Future of Legal
Marijuana in America which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jennifer Fountain:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is actually Weed the People: The Future of Legal Marijuana in America.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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