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Three decades of dialogue, discussion, and debate within the interrel ated
disciplines of Syro-Palestinian archaeology, ancient Israglite history, and Hebrew
Bible over the question of the relevance of the biblical account for reconstructing
early Israels history have created the need for a balanced articulation of the issues
and their prospective resolutions. This book brings together for the first time and
under one cover, a currently emerging centrist paradigm as articulated by two
leading figuresin the fields of early Israelite archaeology and history. Although
Finkelstein and Mazar advocate distinct views of early Israels history, they
neverthel ess share the position that the material cultural data, the biblical
traditions, and the ancient Near Eastern written sources are al significantly
relevant to the historical quest for Iron Age Israel. The results of their research
are featured in accessible, parallel syntheses of the historical reconstruction of
early Israel that facilitate comparison and contrast of their respective
interpretations. The historical essays presented here are based on invited lectures
delivered in October of 2005 at the Sixth Biennial Colloquium of the
International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism in Detroit, Michigan.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Israel Finkelstein is Professor of Archaeology at Tel Aviv University where he holds the Jacob M. Alkow
Chair in the Archaeology of Isragl of the Bronze and Iron Ages. He is co-director of the Megiddo
excavations and the co-author of David and Solomon: In Search of the Bible s Sacred Kings and the Roots of
the Western Tradition and The Bible Unearthed, Archaeology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origins
of Its Sacred Texts (both from Free Press). He is also arecent laureate of the Dan David Prize (2005).

Amihai Mazar is Professor of Archaeology, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he holds the Eleazar
Sukenik Chair in the Archaeology of Israel. His ongoing projects include a series of publications on the Tel
Batash (Timnah) excavations and the Beth Shean Valley Archaeological Project. Heis the author of
Archaeology of the Land of the Bible (Anchor Bible Reference).

Brian Schmidt is Associate Professor of Hebrew Bible and Ancient West Asian Cultures at the University of
Michigan. He is the author of Israels Beneficent Dead: Ancestor Cult and Necromancy in Ancient Israelite
Religion and Tradition (J.C.B. Mohr/Eisenbrauns).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
BarbaraHarp:

Now aday those who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Quest for the
Historical Isragl: Debating Archaeology and the History of Early Israel (Archaeology and Biblical Studies)
book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course theinfo in this book hundred % guarantees
thereis no doubt in it everbody knows.

Leslie Bergeron:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually The Quest for the Historical Israel: Debating Archaeology and the History of Early
Israel (Archaeology and Biblical Studies).



Marina Tucker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
isdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Quest for the Historical Israel: Debating Archaeology and the
History of Early Israel (Archaeology and Biblical Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jose Garcia;

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Quest for the Historical Isragl:
Debating Archaeology and the History of Early Israel (Archaeology and Biblical Studies) is simple bringing
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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