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It has been 10 years since publication of the first edition of Soils of the Past. In
that time the subject of paleopedology has grown rapidly, and established itself
within the mainstream of geological research.

Ancient soils contain vital mineralogical, geochemical, textural, and
paleontological information about the continental environments in which they
formed. Advances in isotope geochemistry and sequence-stratigraphic models
allow more detailed reconstructions of environmental change from paleosols and
new insights into diverse topics like atmospheric chemistry, global change,
palaeoecology, geobiology and mass extinction.

This fully updated second edition of soils of the past gives describes the main
types of ancient soil, procedures for their recognition and study, their
classification and, most significantly, a wide array of examples of how paleosols
have been used for paleoenvironmental reconstruction.

Soils of the Past is written for advanced undergraduates studying paleopedology
as part of a degree in geology, environmental science, or physical geography, and
for interested professional earth scientists.

In the last few years however palaeopedology has become an established
discipline in its own right, so the time is ripe for a new edition. This new book
will be a good reflection of the current state of knowledge and be widely
adopted.

First edition was very well received and sold over 1500 copies when the subject●

was relatively new. The field has now grown enormously and the second
edition should do considerably better.
The new edition covers new developments in the field such as: Soils and●

Climate, stable isotope analysis of soils, soils and sequence stratigraphy.
This edition represents the only available overview of the subject at this level.●
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It has been 10 years since publication of the first edition of Soils of the Past. In that time the subject of
paleopedology has grown rapidly, and established itself within the mainstream of geological research.

Ancient soils contain vital mineralogical, geochemical, textural, and paleontological information about the
continental environments in which they formed. Advances in isotope geochemistry and sequence-
stratigraphic models allow more detailed reconstructions of environmental change from paleosols and new
insights into diverse topics like atmospheric chemistry, global change, palaeoecology, geobiology and mass
extinction.

This fully updated second edition of soils of the past gives describes the main types of ancient soil,
procedures for their recognition and study, their classification and, most significantly, a wide array of
examples of how paleosols have been used for paleoenvironmental reconstruction.

Soils of the Past is written for advanced undergraduates studying paleopedology as part of a degree in
geology, environmental science, or physical geography, and for interested professional earth scientists.

In the last few years however palaeopedology has become an established discipline in its own right, so the
time is ripe for a new edition. This new book will be a good reflection of the current state of knowledge and
be widely adopted.
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Editorial Review

Review
"With its wide sweep of ideas, should be read by all interested in soils and processes that shape them." Times
Higher Education Supplement

"This is certainly a book for the library shelves of any Earth science or geography department, and certainly
a thought-provoking read for any student of Earth history or environmental change." John Conway, The
Holocene, April 2002

From the Back Cover
It is 10 years since publication of the first edition of soils of the past. In that time the subject of
paleopedology has grown rapidly, and established itself within the mainstream of geological research.

Ancient soils contain vital mineralogical, geochemical, textural, and paleontological information about the
continental environments in which they formed. Advances in isotope geochemistry and sequence-
stratigraphic models allow ever more detailed reconstructions of environmental change from paleosols, and
new insights into such diverse topics as atmospheric chemistry, global change, palaeoecology, geobiology
and mass extinction.

This fully updated second edition of Soils of the Past describes the main types of ancient soil, procedures for
their recognition and study, their classification and, most significantly, a wide array of examples of how
paleosols have been used for paleoenvironmental reconstruction.

Soils of the past is written for advanced undergraduates studying paleopedology as part of a degree in
geology, environmental science, or physical geography, and for interested professional earth scientists.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua West:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Soils of the Past book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Soils of the Past content conveys
objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Soils of the Past is not loveable
to be your top collection reading book?

Bessie Papp:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Soils of the Past
suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled



Soils of the Pastis the main of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Herman Hernandez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Soils of the Past
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Barbara Watson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Soils of the Past or perhaps others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Soils of the Past to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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