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At the height of the Russian industrial revolution, legions of children toiled in
factories, accounting for fifteen percent of the workforce. Y et, by the end of the
nineteenth century, their numbers had been greatly reduced, thanks to legislation
that sought to protect the welfare of children for the first time.

Russia's Factory Children presents the first English-language account of the
changing role of children in the Russian workforce, from the onset of
industrialization until the Communist Revolution of 1917, and profiles the laws
that would establish children's labor rights.

In this compelling study, Boris B. Gorshkov examines the daily lives, working
conditions, hours, wages, physical risks, and health dangers to children who
labored in Russian factories. He also chronicles the evolving cultural mores that
initially welcomed child labor practices but later shunned them.

Through extensive archival research, Gorshkov views the evolution of Russian
child labor law as areaction to the rise of industrialism and the increasing
dangers of the workplace. Perhaps most remarkable is his revelation that
activism, from the bourgeoisie, intellectuals, and children themselves, led to the
conciliation of legislators and marked a progressive shift that would impact
Russian society in the early twentieth century and beyond.
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At the height of the Russian industrial revolution, legions of children toiled in factories, accounting for
fifteen percent of the workforce. Y et, by the end of the nineteenth century, their numbers had been greatly
reduced, thanks to legidation that sought to protect the welfare of children for the first time.

Russia's Factory Children presents the first English-language account of the changing role of children in the
Russian workforce, from the onset of industrialization until the Communist Revolution of 1917, and profiles
the laws that would establish children's |abor rights.

In this compelling study, Boris B. Gorshkov examines the daily lives, working conditions, hours, wages,
physical risks, and health dangers to children who labored in Russian factories. He also chronicles the
evolving cultural mores that initially welcomed child labor practices but later shunned them.

Through extensive archival research, Gorshkov views the evolution of Russian child labor law as areaction
to the rise of industrialism and the increasing dangers of the workplace. Perhaps most remarkableis his
revelation that activism, from the bourgeoisie, intellectuals, and children themselves, led to the conciliation
of legislators and marked a progressive shift that would impact Russian society in the early twentieth century
and beyond.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Much more than a pathbreaking history of child labor in Russia, this book sheds new light on a stunning
array of topics, from the pioneering medical studies that identified children's distinctive brain functions and
physical capacities, to the radicalizing of a generation of young Russian factory workers. Y ou need not be a
Russian historian to benefit from this book's insights into the development of social welfare policy, the
construction of age categories, and the roots of revolution.”

—Steven Mintz, Columbia University

“This balanced and judicious survey provides an overview of child labor practices and legidation in the
century leading up to the Russian Revolution. Gorshkov argues that the relationship with the autocracy was
more 'interactional’ than confrontational, and that the Russian state was capable of responding positively to
public pressure. Adopting a comparative framework in his investigation of child labor laws, he problematizes
the notion of 'Russian backwardness' and seeks to normalize Russian history.”

—Ben Eklof, Indiana University

“Gorshkov's seminal study of child labor in late imperial Russia displays impeccable scholarship. After
analyzing preindustrial child labor, he examines legidative and public debates which resulted in the 1882
Child Labor Law. Gorshkov concludes the work with analysis of the impact of the law and references to the
question of child labor in our contemporary world.”

—Alice K. Pate, Columbus State University

“Succeeds both as Russian history and as a comparative complement to studies of child labor, rform, civil
society, and industrialization elsewhere. Highly recommended.”
—Choice

“Pathbreaking. One of the most important aspects of Gorshkov’s study isits use of comparative analysis.
This book will force readersto consider how accurately Russiais placed (or not placed) in its European
context both in the story of Russia’ sindustrialization and in broader fields such as world history or labor
history.”

—The Soviet and Post-Soviet Review

“Gorshkov has managed in this concise book to add a new dimension to the history of Russian labour, as
well as contributing to current debates about the role of the state, the growth of civil society, and the



perception of childhood.”
—Canadian Savonic Papers

“Gorshkov’ sinteresting and conceptually provocative book examines child Iabor in the countryside, the
impact of industrialization, the difficult working conditions for children in factories, and, finally, the
concerns of both educated society and officialdom that led to new labor laws.”

—The Journal of Modern History

About the Author

Boris B. Gorshkov is visiting assistant professor of Russian, European, and world history at Auburn
University. He isthe author of A Life Under Serfdom: Memoirs of Savwa Dmitrievich Purlevskii, 1800-68,
and has contributed articles to numerous books and journals, including Encyclopedia of Europe, 1794-1914
and Encyclopedia of European Social History, from 1300 to 2000.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Hedges:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle dways try and and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is actually Russia's
Factory Children: State, Society, and Law, 1800-1917 (Pitt Russian East European).

Betty Edmond:

Russia's Factory Children: State, Society, and Law, 1800-1917 (Pitt Russian East European) can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving hisher effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Russia's Factory Children: State, Society, and Law, 1800-1917 (Pitt Russian East
European) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial

imagining.

Harry Fulford:

Y ou can obtain this Russia's Factory Children: State, Society, and Law, 18001917 (Pitt Russian East
European) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of thisreserve are various. Not only by written or printed but



also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Donna Hufnagel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
guery was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their habby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Russia’s
Factory Children: State, Society, and Law, 1800-1917 (Pitt Russian East European).
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