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The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music
is the eminent musicologist Richard Taruskin's provocative, erudite telling of the
story of Western music from its earliest days to the present. Each book in this
superlative five-volume set illuminates-through a representative sampling of
masterworks-the themes, styles, and currents that give shape and direction to a
significant period in the history of Western music.

Music in the Late Twentieth Century isthe final installment of the set, covering
the years from the end of World War 1 to the present. In these pages, Taruskin
illuminates the great compositions of recent times, offering insightful analyses of
works by Aaron Copland, John Cage, Milton Babbitt, Benjamin Britten, Steve
Reich, and Philip Glass, among many others. He also looks at the impact of
electronic music and computers, the rise of pop music and rock 'n' roll, the advent
of postmodernism, and the contemporary music of Laurie Anderson, John Zorn,
and John Adams. Laced with brilliant observations, memorable musical analysis,
and a panoramic sense of the interactions between history, culture, politics, art,
literature, religion, and music, this book will be essential reading for anyone who
wishes to understand this rich and diverse period.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for Richard Taruskin's Oxford History of Western MusicR, 6-volume set

"Most of the newsin classical music takes place on stage or on disc. But at the moment, one of the biggest
stories (in more ways than one) is taking place on the printed page.” --The New Y ork Times

"Erudite, engaging, and suffused throughout with a mixture of brilliance and delirium." --Washington Post
"Readers will profit from his sharp analysis and unabashed opinions... Taruskin has succeeded in writing a
stimulating overview of Western society, setting a standard that will not be surpassed for avery long time..."
--Library Journal

"Taruskin's chef-d'oeuvre, however, is afeast of contrarian ideas, with enough spice to sting the palate of
anyone with a stake in telling the old stories in the old way. It aims for nothing less than the revaluation of
practically everything you thought you knew about classical music....Taruskin's magnum opusis a must-
read, and in itsway, areal page-turner of detective non-fiction. It's a cinch to become the most discussed
music title of the year, if not of the decade."-- The Globe & Mail

"The book is nothing short of spectacular”" - New Music Box

"There's plenty to keep you amused and enlightened - it's very good reading.” - American Record Guide
"Rather than assemble an overview, Taruskin has written a critical, subjective history in which he examines
the influence of key figures, works, and musical ideas against the backdrop of world affairs and cultural
history."-Berkeleyan

"Musicians, students, historians, and other readers wishing a detailed narrative about the career, patronage,
musical influences, reception, and creative productionof western composers, as well as the devel opment of
musical styleswill find this a fascinating and satisfying resource." --Reference and Research Library Book
News

"Most of the newsin classical music takes place on stage or on disc. But at the moment, one of the biggest
stories (in more ways than one) is taking place on the printed page.” --The New Y ork Times

"Erudite, engaging, and suffused throughout with a mixture of brilliance and delirium." --Washington Post
"Readers will profit from his sharp analysis and unabashed opinions... Taruskin has succeeded in writing a
stimulating overview of Western society, setting a standard that will not be surpassed for avery long time..."
--Library Journal

"Taruskin's chef-d'oeuvre, however, is afeast of contrarian ideas, with enough spice to sting the palate of
anyone with astake in telling the old stories in the old way. It aims for nothing less than the revaluation of
practically everything you thought you knew about classical music....Taruskin's magnum opusis a must-
read, and in itsway, areal page-turner of detective non-fiction. It's a cinch to become the most discussed
music title o

About the Author

Richard Taruskin is professor of musicology at the University of California, Berkeley. In addition to this
work, Taruskin is also the author of such books as Music in the Western World: A History in Documents
(1985) , Text & Act (OUP, 1995), and Stravinsky and the Russian Traditions (1996). He is a frequent
contributor to the New York Times, New Republic , and many other scholarly journals.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bruce Bracey:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when
those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Music in the Late Twentieth Century: The Oxford History
of Western Music as your daily resource information.

Bernard Lewis:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them isthis
Music in the Late Twentieth Century: The Oxford History of Western Music.

Robert Denney:

The book untitled Music in the Late Twentieth Century: The Oxford History of Western Music contain alot
of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. Y ou can easily read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
sitein addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Yolanda Sartain:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Music in the Late Twentieth Century:
The Oxford History of Western Music to make your own reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to
open abook and read it. Beside that the e-book Music in the Late Twentieth Century: The Oxford History of
Western Music can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of thistime.
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