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Lithuania restored her independence, after half a century of Soviet occupation, in
the immediate aftermath of the failed Moscow coup in August 1991. As the
multi-national Soviet state disintegrated, Lithuania evolved, without war or
violence, from a communist state and a command economy to a liberal
democracy, a free market, and a society guaranteeing human and minority rights.
Lithuania therefore offers a notable example of peaceful transition, all the more
impressive in the light of the bloody conflict elsewhere in the former Soviet
Union of Yugoslavia, where the aspirations to independence of the constituent
republics were either violently resisted or dissolved into inter-ethnic violence.
Equally remarkable has been Lithuania's determination to 'return to Europe' after
half a century of separation, even at the price of submerging its recently restored
sovereign rights in the supranational European Union. The cost of membership in
western economic and security organizations are judged to be worth paying to
prevent Lithuania's being drawn once again into a putative Russian sphere of
influence. On the threshold of a new millennium therefore, Lithuania has made a
pragmatic accommodation to the demands of becoming a modern European state,
whilst vigorously resisting the dilution of her rich cultural and historical
traditions. These twin themes of accommodation and resistance are Lithuania's
historical legacy to the current generations of Lithuanians as they integrate into
European institutions and continue the modernization process.
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Lithuania restored her independence, after half a century of Soviet occupation, in the immediate aftermath of
the failed Moscow coup in August 1991. As the multi-national Soviet state disintegrated, Lithuania evolved,
without war or violence, from a communist state and a command economy to a liberal democracy, a free
market, and a society guaranteeing human and minority rights. Lithuania therefore offers a notable example
of peaceful transition, all the more impressive in the light of the bloody conflict elsewhere in the former
Soviet Union of Yugoslavia, where the aspirations to independence of the constituent republics were either
violently resisted or dissolved into inter-ethnic violence. Equally remarkable has been Lithuania's
determination to 'return to Europe' after half a century of separation, even at the price of submerging its
recently restored sovereign rights in the supranational European Union. The cost of membership in western
economic and security organizations are judged to be worth paying to prevent Lithuania's being drawn once
again into a putative Russian sphere of influence. On the threshold of a new millennium therefore, Lithuania
has made a pragmatic accommodation to the demands of becoming a modern European state, whilst
vigorously resisting the dilution of her rich cultural and historical traditions. These twin themes of
accommodation and resistance are Lithuania's historical legacy to the current generations of Lithuanians as
they integrate into European institutions and continue the modernization process.
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Editorial Review

Review
In Lithuania: Stepping Westward, Lane, an historian, has put together a sound and informative survey of not
only the Lithuanian role in the stunning events of 1988-1992 but of the Lithuanian experience as a whole,
ranging from the Middle Ages through to the developments, political, economic and strategic, of the last
decade, as Lithuania has adopted democratic conventions and a free market, and sought simultaneously to
join both NATO and the European Union..
–Canadian Journal of History

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

The event that you get from Lithuania: Stepping Westward (Postcommunist States and Nations) will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Lithuania: Stepping Westward (Postcommunist States
and Nations) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Lithuania: Stepping
Westward (Postcommunist States and Nations) instantly.

Joel Fallis:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be read. Lithuania: Stepping Westward (Postcommunist States and Nations) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Will Cathcart:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Lithuania: Stepping
Westward (Postcommunist States and Nations) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.



Lillian Albrecht:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
Lithuania: Stepping Westward (Postcommunist States and Nations).
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