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The Roman empire tends to be seen as a whole whereas the early middle ages
tends to be seen as a collection of regional histories, roughly corresponding to the
land-areas of modern nation states. As a result, early medieval history is much
more fragmented, and there have been few convincing syntheses of socio-
economic change in the post-Roman world since the 1930s. In recent decades,
the rise of early medieval archaeology has also transformed our source-base, but
this has not been adequately integrated into analyses of documentary history in
almost any country.

In Framing the Early Middle Ages Chris Wickham aims at integrating
documentary and archaeological evidence together, and also, above all, at
creating a comparative history of the period 400-800, by means of systematic
comparative analyses of each of the regions of the latest Roman and immediately
post-Roman world, from Denmark to Egypt (only the Slav areas are left out). The
book concentrates on classic socio-economic themes, state finance, the wealth
and identity of the aristocracy, estate management, peasant society, rural
settlement, cities, and exchange. These are only a partial picture of the period,
but they are intended as a framing for other developments, without which those
other developments cannot be properly understood.

Wickham argues that only a complex comparative analysis can act as the basis
for a wider synthesis. Whilst earlier syntheses have taken the development of a
single region as 'typical', with divergent developments presented as exceptions,
this book takes all different developments as typical, and aims to construct a
synthesis based on a better understanding of difference and the reasons for it.
This is the most ambitious and original survey of the period ever written.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a book and a subject with a pedigree that demands the closest attention.... a tour de force....
Wickham'snds Framing the Early Middle Ages may be the last great historical work of the last
century."--The New Republic

"History doesn't get any better.... More than almost any history I've read, Wickham's manages to be at once
grand and rigorous. In its adroit and confident treatment of an array of subjects and disciplines, and in its
exhaustive bibliography, this book, like Brown's [Rise of Western Christendom], has encapsulated and
synthesized a burgeoning field of scholarship at the point of perhaps its greatest creativity."--Benjamin
Schwarz, he Atlantic Monthly

"For all its great range, its methodological self-awareness, its deployment of precise and often closely
analysed data from many disciplines and kinds of source, there is hardly a page of Framing the Early Middle
Ages which a newcomer to the period would not find accessible, indeed warmly welcoming, in the
informality of its tone, the scrupulous articulation of its reasoning and its care not to presume on the prior
knowledge of the reader.... It raises the bar for all future discussion of large-scale historical change, and not
just for this period, but it also shows us how we may occasionally scramble over it."--Times Literary
Supplement

About the Author

Chris Wickham received his DPhil from Oxford in 1975. He has taught at the University of Birmingham
since then and is currently Professor of Medieval History at the University of Oxford. He has been editor of
Past and Present since 1995.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Framing the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the
Mediterranean, 400-800 will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book



with you?

Nicholas Walsh:

This Framing the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the Mediterranean, 400-800 book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Framing the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the Mediterranean, 400-
800 without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Framing the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the Mediterranean, 400-800 can bring
once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Framing the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the Mediterranean,
400-800 having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Lloyd Lake:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Framing the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the Mediterranean, 400-800 this book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Mary Moore:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Framing the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the
Mediterranean, 400-800 or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Framing the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the Mediterranean, 400-800 to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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