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FIVE CENTURIES OF

From the founding of the Ming dynasty in 1368 to the start of the Opium Warsin
1841, China has engaged in only two large-scale conflicts with its principal
neighbors, Korea, Vietnam, and Japan. These four territorial and centralized
states have otherwise fostered peaceful and long-lasting relationships with one
another, and as they have grown more powerful, the atmosphere around them has
stabilized.

Focusing on the role of the "tribute system” in maintaining stability in East Asia
and in fostering diplomatic and commercial exchange, Kang contrasts this history
against the example of Europe and the East Asian states' skirmishes with
nomadic peoples to the north and west. Although China has been the
unquestioned hegemon in the region, with other political units aways considered
secondary, the tributary order entailed military, cultural, and economic
dimensions that afforded its participants immense latitude. Europe's
"Westphalian" system, on the other hand, was based on formal equality among
states and balance-of-power politics, resulting in incessant interstate conflict.

Scholars tend to view Europe's experience as universal, but Kang upends this
tradition, emphasizing East Asia's formal hierarchy as an international system
with its own history and character. This approach not only recasts our
understanding of East Asian relations but also defines a model that applies to
other hegemonies outside the European order.
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From the founding of the Ming dynasty in 1368 to the start of the Opium Wars in 1841, China has engaged
in only two large-scale conflicts with its principal neighbors, Korea, Vietnam, and Japan. These four
territorial and centralized states have otherwise fostered peaceful and long-lasting rel ationships with one
another, and as they have grown more powerful, the atmosphere around them has stabilized.

Focusing on the role of the "tribute system” in maintaining stability in East Asiaand in fostering diplomatic
and commercial exchange, Kang contrasts this history against the example of Europe and the East Asian
states' skirmishes with nomadic peoples to the north and west. Although China has been the unquestioned
hegemon in the region, with other political units always considered secondary, the tributary order entailed
military, cultural, and economic dimensions that afforded its participants immense latitude. Europe's
"Westphalian" system, on the other hand, was based on formal equality among states and bal ance-of -power
politics, resulting in incessant interstate conflict.

Scholarstend to view Europe's experience as universal, but Kang upends this tradition, emphasizing East
Asidsformal hierarchy as an international system with its own history and character. This approach not only
recasts our understanding of East Asian relations but also defines a model that applies to other hegemonies
outside the European order.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kimberly Rubio:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled East
AsiaBefore the West: Five Centuries of Trade and Tribute (Contemporary Asiain the World)? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Joseph Tucker:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This East Asia Before the West: Five Centuries of Trade and Tribute
(Contemporary Asiain the World) book is readable by smply you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without |eaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with East Asia Before the West: Five
Centuries of Trade and Tribute (Contemporary Asiain the World) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in
the form of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking East Asia Before the West: Five Centuries of Trade and
Tribute (Contemporary Asiain the World) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Mildred Yen:

The actual book East Asia Before the West: Five Centuries of Trade and Tribute (Contemporary Asiain the
World) has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Jerri Jackson:

Beside thiskind of East Asia Before the West: Five Centuries of Trade and Tribute (Contemporary Asiain
the World) in your phone, it might give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have East Asia Before the
West: Five Centuries of Trade and Tribute (Contemporary Asiain the World) because this book offers for



your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book along with read it from now!
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