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Today Iranis once again in the headlines. Reputed to be developing nuclear
weapons, the future of Irag's next-door neighbor is a matter of grave concern both
for the stability of the region and for the safety of the global community.
President George W. Bush labeled it part of the "Axis of Evil," and rails against
the country's authoritarian leadership. Y et as Bush trumpets the spread of
democracy throughout the Middle East, few note that Iran has one of the longest-
running experiences with democracy in the region.

In this book, Ali Gheissari and Vali Nasr look at the political history of Iranin
the modern era, and offer an in-depth analysis of the prospects for democracy to
flourish there. After having produced the only successful Islamist challenge to
the state, arevolution, and an Islamic Republic, Iran is now poised to produce a
genuine and indigenous demacratic movement in the Muslim world. Democracy
in Iran is neither a sudden development nor awestern import, Gheissari and Nasr
argue. The concept of democracy in Iran today may appear to be areaction to
authoritarianism, but it is an old idea with a complex history, one that istightly
interwoven with the main forces that have shaped Iranian society and politics,
ingtitutions, identities, and interests. Indeed, the demand for democracy first
surfaced in Iran acentury ago at the end of the Qgjar period, and helped produce
Iran's surprisingly liberal first constitution in 1906. Gheissari and Nasr seek to
understand why democracy failed to grow roots and lost ground to an autocratic
Iranian state. Why was democracy absent from the ideol ogical debates of the
1960s and 1970s? Most important, why has it now become a powerful social,
political, and intellectual force? How have modernization, socia change,
economic growth, and the experience of the revolution converged to make this
possible?
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Today Iran isonce again in the headlines. Reputed to be developing nuclear weapons, the future of Irag's
next-door neighbor is amatter of grave concern both for the stability of the region and for the safety of the
global community. President George W. Bush labeled it part of the "Axis of Evil," and rails against the
country's authoritarian leadership. Y et as Bush trumpets the spread of democracy throughout the Middle
East, few note that Iran has one of the longest-running experiences with democracy in the region.

In this book, Ali Gheissari and Vali Nasr look at the political history of Iran in the modern era, and offer an
in-depth analysis of the prospects for demaocracy to flourish there. After having produced the only successful
Islamist challenge to the state, arevolution, and an Islamic Republic, Iran is now poised to produce a genuine
and indigenous democratic movement in the Muslim world. Democracy in Iran is neither a sudden
development nor awestern import, Gheissari and Nasr argue. The concept of democracy in Iran today may
appear to be areaction to authoritarianism, but it is an old idea with a complex history, one that is tightly
interwoven with the main forces that have shaped Iranian society and politics, institutions, identities, and
interests. Indeed, the demand for democracy first surfaced in Iran a century ago at the end of the Qgjar
period, and helped produce Iran's surprisingly liberal first constitution in 1906. Gheissari and Nasr seek to
understand why democracy failed to grow roots and lost ground to an autocratic Iranian state. Why was
democracy absent from the ideological debates of the 1960s and 1970s? Most important, why hasit now
become a powerful socia, political, and intellectual force? How have modernization, social change,
economic growth, and the experience of the revolution converged to make this possible?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Few countries today appear so erratic and unknowable as Iran, where Islamist president Mahmoud
Ahmadingad's increasingly militant pronouncements keep leaders awake at night from Washington to Paris.
Despite President Bush's assertion that the spread of democracy will sweep away intolerance in the Muslim
world, Ahmadinejad's ascent represented a sharp popular rebuke to the republic's clerical establishment.
Gheissari, a history professor, and Nasr, a professor of Middle East and South Asian politics, both of whom
have written widely about Iran, attempt to determine the boundaries of Tehran's democratic culture and
ingtitutions in this political and intellectual history. Their project isonly partly successful, however, given
the authors' persistent blind spots. They assert that "in many regards, there is more progress toward
democracy in Iran than in any other country in the Middle East, perhaps with the exception of Turkey,"
which would be highly suspect even if one accepted the Iranian position that |srael does not exist. In their
detailed dissection of Ahmadinejad's election, they make little of the fact that reformers and liberals largely
boycotted the vote. Despite its flaws, Gheissari and Nasr's book offers arevealing glimpse into the paths that
democratic ideas have traveled there both before and after the 1979 revolution. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"A clear and readable account of politicsin the Islamic Republic."--The Washington Post

"A comprehensive overview of Iran's history on its way towards democracy...shed[s] new light on already
well-known facts, recombining them into an unfamiliar but conclusive shape; and on top of that isan
impressive read.”--Iranian Studies

"Democracy in Iran unravels the jumble of paradoxes that have marked Iranian politics over the last century.
The country has experienced considerable success in state-building and devel opment but has periodically
undermined both by failing to consolidate democracy. Presently, it has many of the elements of alively
democracy but, somehow, is not ademocracy at all. Iranians have successfully challenged candidates
supported by the Supreme L eader of the Islamic Republic but have failed to weaken clerical control of the
state. Vali Nasr and Ali Gheissari do an outstanding job of explaining how Iran keeps flirting with
democratic governance, more than practically any other Islamic country in the Middle East, yet somehow
always seemsto fall short of sealing the marriage.”--Joel Migdal, Professor of International Studies,
University of Washington, and author of Satein Society

"A comprehensive account of political developmentsin Iran in the last century, theoretically sophisticated
and yet very accessible. Easily the best book in a decade on Iran's bumpy road to democracy through two
revolutions and much anti-democratic state-building.”--Said Amir Arjomand, author of The Turban for the
Crown



"Democracy in Iran is abold and sweeping survey of the past century of Iranian political history, an
absorbing drama of contending ideologies, social classes, revolutionary movements, international pressures,
political factions, and charismatic leaders. Nasr and Gheissari vividly expose Iran's ongoing struggle
between democratic principles of freedom and accountability, the authoritarian-modernist quest for order and
development, and revolutionary idealism, both secular and religious. In the process, they show once again
thefolly of all forms of utopianism and the necessity of constitutional and representative government. Thisis
not just abook about Iran, but an insightful study of how regimes rise, evolve, stagnate, fragment, and fall." -
-Larry Diamond, author of Squandered Victory

"Iran is often portrayed in the West as 'despotic, ‘autocratic,' and 'totalitarian.’ This lucid and succinct book is
an excellent antidote to the conventional view. It narrates eloguently the history of modern Iran through the
prism of democracy--its birth, growth, trials and tribulations, and, despite recent setbacks, its continued
vibrancy and extensive social roots. Those interested in modern Iran would do well to read this highly
informative book." --Ervand Abrahamian, author of Tortured Confessions

About the Author

Ali Gheissari is Professor of History at the University of San Diego. He has written extensively on the
intellectual history and politics of modern Iran. His edited volume, Contemporary Iran: Economy, Society,
Palitics, was published by Oxford University Pressin 2009.

Vali Nasr is Professor of International Politicsin the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University. He isthe author of severa books, including Islamic Leviathan: |slam and the Making of Sate
Power (OUP 2001).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kelsey Dehart:

Book iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty will
make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Steven Deloatch:

The book Democracy in Iran; History and the Quest for Liberty can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Democracy in Iran:
History and the Quest for Liberty? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book.



Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and read areserve.
So it isvery wonderful.

Mary Larrick:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading areserve. The book Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty it israther good to read.
There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply
to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

James Fitzpatrick:

Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his'her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Democracy in
Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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