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The debate over clerical celibacy and marriage had its originsin the early
Christian centuries, and is still very much alive in the modern church. The
content and form of controversy have remained remarkably consistent, but each
era has selected and shaped the sources that underpin its narrative, and imbued an
ancient issue with an immediacy and relevance. The basic question of whether,
and why, continence should be demanded of those who serve at the altar has
never gone away, but the implications of that question, and of the answers given,
have changed with each generation. In this reassessment of the history of
sacerdotal celibacy, Helen Parish examines the emergence and evolution of the
celibate priesthood in the Latin church, and the challenges posed to this model of
the ministry in the era of the Protestant Reformation. Celibacy was, and is,
intensely personal, but also polemical, institutional, and historical. Clerical
celibacy acquired theological, moral, and confessional meanings in the writings
of its critics and defenders, and its place in the life of the church continues to be
defined in relation to broader debates over Scripture, apostalic tradition,
ecclesiastical history, and papal authority. Highlighting continuity and changein
attitudes to priestly celibacy, Helen Parish reveals that the implications of
celibacy and marriage for the priesthood reach deep into the history, traditions,
and understanding of the church.
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The debate over clerical celibacy and marriage had its originsin the early Christian centuries, and is still very
much alive in the modern church. The content and form of controversy have remained remarkably consistent,
but each era has selected and shaped the sources that underpin its narrative, and imbued an ancient issue with
an immediacy and relevance. The basic question of whether, and why, continence should be demanded of
those who serve at the altar has never gone away, but the implications of that question, and of the answers
given, have changed with each generation. In this reassessment of the history of sacerdotal celibacy, Helen
Parish examines the emergence and evolution of the celibate priesthood in the Latin church, and the
challenges posed to this model of the ministry in the era of the Protestant Reformation. Celibacy was, and is,
intensely personal, but also polemical, institutional, and historical. Clerical celibacy acquired theological,
moral, and confessional meanings in the writings of its critics and defenders, and its place in the life of the
church continues to be defined in relation to broader debates over Scripture, apostolic tradition, ecclesiastical
history, and papal authority. Highlighting continuity and change in attitudes to priestly celibacy, Helen
Parish reveals that the implications of celibacy and marriage for the priesthood reach deep into the history,
traditions, and understanding of the church.
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Editorial Review

Review

'In characteristically forceful tone, Pope Benedict XV declared in 2005 that apostolic celibacy was a 'total
entrustment to God', and a 'total openness to the service of souls. Helen Parish shrewdly observes that this
latest iteration of the long-standing debate about clerical celibacy brings to the fore the question of the nature
of the priesthood. As her chronologically extensive study bears witness - a breadth not fully reflected in the
datesin thetitle of this book - this debate reaches back to the earliest days of the church and has taken many
forms. It isto Parish's credit that she recounts the story with flair and an eye for complexity... With the
Reformation material Parish is on familiar ground, and she writes crisply and with authority, reminding us
that the argument was not simply about celibacy but concerned scripture and authority, the nature of the
priesthood, tradition, and the heritage of the ancient church.' English Historical Review 'Thisis a masterful,
well-written volume that will serve as an invaluable reference work for yearsto come... Parish deserves
unqualified praise for having brought together within the covers of a single book atreasure-trove of facts,
texts, and careful analysis of atopic that has not lost its significance with the passing of the centuries.’
Anglican and Episcopa History 'Specialists who study clerical celibacy within a particular historical context
will be guided towards a better understanding of the precedents for and consequences of the phenomenathey
examine, while nonspecialists will find in Parish's work a convincing account of the evolution of ideas about
the clergy and sexuality over time, aswell as an extremely valuable survey of the scholarly literature on this
subject." Speculum 'Parish's excellent and nuanced study makesit clear that even asit is debated today, the
issue of the value, sacred nature, and historical validation of clerical celibacy still evokes the same
multidimensional framework asit has for nearly two millennia.' Catholic Historical Review

About the Author

Helen Parish is Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Reading. Sheis the author of Clerical
Marriage and the English Reformation (2000), Monks, Miracles and Magic (2005), and a number of articles
on religion, church, and clergy in the early modern period.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rita Heil:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Clerical Celibacy in the West: ¢.1100-1700 (Catholic
Christendom, 1300-1700) as the daily resource information.

Patrick Taylor:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Clerical Celibacy



in the West: ¢.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) suitable to you? The actual book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Clerical Celibacy in the West: ¢.1100-1700
(Cathalic Christendom, 1300-1700)is one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this reserve. Thisbook will give you awide range of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Michael Rahn:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Clerical Celibacy in the West:
€.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
guestion Clerical Celibacy in the West: ¢.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) as good book not
only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't determine book by its
handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
aready said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jon Watson:

Y ou can get this Clerical Celibacy in the West: ¢.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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