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The contrast between the temperate and the tropical is one of the most enduring
themesin the history of the Western geographical imagination. Caught between
the demands of experience and representation, documentation and fantasy,
travelersin the tropics have often treated tropical nature as afoil to the
temperate, to all that is civilized, modest, and enlightened. Tropical Visionsin an
Age of Empire exploresimages of the tropical world—maps, paintings, botanical
drawings, photographs, diagrams, and texts—produced by European and
American travelers over the past three centuries.

Bringing together a group of distinguished contributors from disciplines across
the arts and humanities, this volume contains eleven beautifully illustrated
essays—arranged in three sections devoted to voyages, mappings, and sites—that
consider the ways that tropical places were encountered, experienced, and
represented in visual form. Covering awide range of tropical sitesin the Pacific,
South Asia, West Africa, the Caribbean, and Latin America, the book will appeal
to a broad readership: scholars of postcolonial studies, art history, literature,
imperial history, history of science, geography, and anthropology.
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The contrast between the temperate and the tropical is one of the most enduring themes in the history of the
Western geographical imagination. Caught between the demands of experience and representation,
documentation and fantasy, travelersin the tropics have often treated tropical nature as afoil to the
temperate, to all that is civilized, modest, and enlightened. Tropical Visionsin an Age of Empire explores
images of the tropical world—maps, paintings, botanical drawings, photographs, diagrams, and
texts—produced by European and American travelers over the past three centuries.

Bringing together a group of distinguished contributors from disciplines across the arts and humanities, this
volume contains eleven beautifully illustrated essays—arranged in three sections devoted to voyages,
mappings, and sites—that consider the ways that tropical places were encountered, experienced, and
represented in visual form. Covering awide range of tropical sites in the Pacific, South Asia, West Africa,
the Caribbean, and Latin America, the book will appeal to a broad readership: scholars of postcolonial
studies, art history, literature, imperial history, history of science, geography, and anthropology.
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Editorial Review
Review

"This collection of essays. . . embraces history, geography, literary studies, and art history, and explores the
multiple and often contradictory meanings imparted to the tropics in the 18th and 19th centuries and shows
how the indigenous peoples contributed to, and sometimes subverted, the imperial notion.”

(History Today)

"An exemplarily interdisciplinary volume, the book incorportes historical, literary critical, geogrpahical,
scientific, philosophical, and art historical perspectivesto compose athick description of tropical histories
and fantasies and their imbrication in European representation. . . . The collection itself combines exotic
oddities . . . with thought-provoking research that demonstrates as well as argues how the tropical encounter
instantiated and revised binary modes of thinking about the globe.”

(Vanessa Smith American Historical Review)

"This volume explores some of the diverse ways in which constantly shifting ideas and experiences of the
tropics shaped Europeans’ sense of themselves....The collection ranges very widely, both geographically and
chronologically, taking the reader from the Himalayas to the Caribbean and from the el ghteenth century to
the twentieth."

(Jim Endersby Isis)

"Tropical Visionsis arare accomplishment—an interdisciplinary anthology whose essays are tightly bound
by a consistent theme, yet offer a creative vision in each chapter. This combination of masterful writing and
careful editing make Tropical Visions easy to read despite the depth and diversity of itsideas. Tropical
Visionsis highly recommended to anyone interested in the history of exploration, cartography, science, art,
literature, geography — and, of course, the tropical world."

(Richard Francaviglia Society for the History of Discoveries)

"It ishard to do justicve to this collection of essaysin a short review, but reading it will be time well spent
for students of colonial history. Though tightly focused thematically, the essays touch on avery wide range
of disciplines and amply demonstrate the dense and varied network of associations that constituted
discourses about the tropics.”

(Mark Harrison Victorian Studies)

"Its solid research, abundant illustrations, and affordable price are amodel for edited collections. Its
readability and the importance of the subject will make this book extremely useful in upper level and
graduate courses on the culture, science, or geography, of imperialism. Tropical Visions should be widely
read by specialistsin these fields, who will find much to fascinate and delight them."

(Emma Reisz Itinerario)

"Although the density of detail . . . might daunt casual readers, it is hard to imagine a better short collection
for scholarsinterested in these themes."
(Peter Redfield New West Indian Guide)



About the Author

Felix Driver is professor of human geography at Royal Holloway, University of London. Luciana Martins
islecturer in Luso-Brazilian studies at Birkbeck, University of London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Federico Hayward:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Tropical Visionsin an Age of Empire. Try to stumble through
book Tropical Visionsin an Age of Empire as your buddy. It meansthat it can to become your friend when
you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So, let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Bessie Kr aft:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Tropical Visionsin an Age of Empireiskind
of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Martha Lockridge:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can aso inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But aso they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth alwaystry to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them isthis
Tropical Visionsin an Age of Empire.

Cathie M oss;

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Tropical Visionsin an Age of Empire was vibrant
and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Tropical Visionsin an Age of Empire has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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