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This"fresh, blunt, and highly persuasive account of how the West was won—for
Jesus' (Newsweek) is now available in paperback. Stark's provocative report
challenges conventional wisdom and finds that Christianity's astounding
dominance of the Western world arose from its offer of a better, more secure way
of life.

"Compelling reading” (Library Journal) that is sure to "generate spirited
argument” (Publishers Weekly), this account of Christianity's remarkable growth
within the Roman Empire is the subject of much fanfare. "Anyone who has
puzzled over Christianity's rise to dominance...must read it." says Yale
University's Wayne A. Meeks, for The Rise of Christianity makes a compelling
case for startling conclusions. Combining his expertise in socia science with
historical evidence, and hisinsight into contemporary religion's appeal, Stark
finds that early Christianity attracted the privileged rather than the poor, that
most early converts were women or marginalized Jews—and ultimately "that
Christianity was a success because it proved those who joined it with amore
appealing, more assuring, happier, and perhaps longer life" (Andrew M. Greeley,
University of Chicago).
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Editorial Review

Review

"Stark finds that Christians prospered the old-fashioned way: by providing a better, happier and more secure
way of life. .. Intheend, Stark concludes, Christians 'revitalized' the Roman Empire." -- Kenneth
Woodward, "Newsweek"" Stark uses contemporary social-scientific data about why people join new religious
movements and how religions recruit members to investigate the formative history of Christianity . . . ["The
Rise of Christianity" will] generate spirited argument.” -- "Publishers Weekly""Compelling reading . . .
highly recommended.” -- "Library Journal""This book raises, simply and brilliantly, just the kinds of
guestions anyone concerned with early Christianity should ask." -- "The Christian Century""Anyone who has
puzzled over Christianity's rise to dominance in the Roman Empire . . . must read [this book]. Hereis
theoretical brashness combined with disarming common sense, a capacious curiosity, and a most uncommon
ability to tell acomplicated story in simple prose." -- Wayne Meeks, Yae University"A provocative,
insightful, challenging account of the rise of Christianity.” -- Andrew M. Greeley, National Opinion
Research Center, University of Chicago

From the Publisher

"Compelling reading” (Library Journal) that is sure to "generate spirited argument” (Publishers Weekly) ,
this account of Christianity's remarkable growth within the Roman Empire is aready the subject of much
fanfare. "Anyone who has puzzled over Christianity's rise to dominance... must read it," says Yale
University's Wayne A. Meeks, for The Rise of Christianity makes a compelling case for startling
conclusions. Combining his expertise in social science with historical evidence and hisinsight into
contemporary religion's appeal, Stark finds that early Christianity attracted the privileged rather than the
poor, that most early converts were women or marginalized Jews -- and ultimately "that Christianity was a
success because it proved those who joined it with a more appealing, more assuring, happier, and perhaps
longer life" (Andrew M. Greely, University of Chicago).

From the Inside Flap

Theideathat Christianity started as a clandestine movement among the poor is awidely accepted notion. Y et
it isone of many myths that must be discarded if we are to understand just how a tiny messianic movement
on the edge of the Roman Empire became the dominant faith of Western civilization. In afast-paced, highly
readable book that addresses beliefs aswell as historical facts, Rodney Stark brings a sociologist's
perspective to bear on the puzzle behind the success of early Christianity. He comes equipped not only with
the logic and methods of social science but also with insights gathered firsthand into why people convert and
how new religious groups recruit members. He digs deep into the historical evidence on many issues--such
as the social background of converts, the mission to the Jews, the status of women in the church, the role of
martyrdom--to provide avivid and unconventional account of early Christianity.

The author plots the most plausible curve of Christian growth from the year 40 to 300. By the time of
Constantine, Christianity had become a considerable force, with growth patterns very similar to those of
modern-day successful religious movements. An unusual number of Christian converts, for example, came
from the educated, cosmopolitan classes. Because it offered a new perspective on familiar concepts and was
not linked to ethnicity, Christianity had a large following among persons seeking to assimilate into the
dominant culture, mainly Hellenized Jews. The oversupply of women in Christian communities--due partly



to the respect and protection they received--led to intermarriages with pagans, hence more conversions, and
to ahigh fertility rate.

Stark points out, too, the role played by selflessness and faith. Amidst the epidemics, fires, and other
disasters that beleaguered Greco-Roman cities, Christian communities were a stronghold of mutual aid,
which resulted in asurvival rate far greater than that of the pagans. In the meantime, voluntary martyrdom,
especialy a generation after the death of Christ, reinforced the commitment of the Christian rank and file.
What Stark ultimately offersis amultifaceted portrait of early Christianity, one that appeals to practical
reasoning, historical curiosity, and personal reflection.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frank Barcomb:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Rise of Christianity: How the
Obscure, Margina Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious Force in the Western World in a Few
Centuries. All type of book would you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Debbie Siegdl:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure,
Marginal Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious Force in the Western World in a Few Centuries
book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course theinfo in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

LanaAlvis;

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure,
Margina Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious Force in the Western World in a Few Centuries
asthe daily resource information.



Charles Simpson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Rise
of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious Force in the
Western World in a Few Centuries your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in
a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The
Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Margina Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious Forcein
the Western World in a Few Centuries giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful datafor your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Download and Read Online The Rise of Christianity: How the
Obscure, Marginal Jesus M ovement Became the Dominant
Religious Forcein the Western World in a Few Centuries By
Rodney Stark #0FUD43AKNLJ



Read The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus
M ovement Became the Dominant Religious Forcein the Western
World in a Few Centuries By Rodney Stark for online ebook

The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Margina Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious
Force in the Western World in a Few Centuries By Rodney Stark Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top booksto
read The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious
Force in the Western World in a Few Centuries By Rodney Stark books to read online.

Online The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus M ovement Became
the Dominant Religious Forcein the Western World in a Few Centuries By Rodney
Stark ebook PDF download

The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus M ovement Became the Dominant
Religious Forcein the Western World in a Few Centuries By Rodney Stark Doc

TheRise of Christianity: How the Obscure, M arginal Jesus M ovement Became the Dominant Religious Forcein the
Western World in a Few Centuries By Rodney Stark M obipocket

TheRise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious Forcein the
Western World in a Few Centuries By Rodney Stark EPub



