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"The most lucid and concise presentation I have read, of the grand lines of what
every student should know about the history of Western thought. The writing is
elegant and carries the reader with the momentum of a novel... It is really a noble
performance."

--Joseph Campbell, 
author of The Hero with a Thousand Faces

Here are the great minds of Western civilization and their pivotal ideas, from
Plato to Hegel, from Augustine to Nietzsche, from Copernicus to Freud. Richard
Tarnas performs the near-miracle of describing profound philosophical concepts
simply but without simplifying them. Ten years in the making and already hailed
as a classic, THE PASSION OF THE WESTERN MIND is truly a complete
liberal education in a single volume.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Tarnas charts the development of Western thought from the ancient Greeks, throwing a sharp light on ideas
central to the modern outlook.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"It is a superb, enthralling book--a masterpiece: as gripping as a detective story; as moving as a poem. Tarnas
writes lucidly, brilliantly, passionately, unfolding the great drama of the evolution of the Western mind act
by act, scene by scene in precise and scholarly detail."

--Anne Baring, Resurgence

"One of the most illuminating, satisfying, beautifully written, lucidly argued--and important--books I have
ever read."

--Keith Thompson, Utne Reader

"This brilliant classic is essential reading."

--David Lorimer
The Scientific and Medical Network Review

"The most thrilling narrative of the West's 3,000-year odyssey in pursuit of truth accessible to a broad public
of which this reviewer is aware. . . . A work of genius."

--Harrison Sheppard, The Hellenic Journal

"[This] magnificent critical survey . . . allows readers to grasp the big picture of Western culture as if for the
first time."

--Patricia Holt, San Francisco Chronicle

"It is stunning; it is brilliant; it is the single best book of intellectual history--in any field--that I have ever
read."

--William Tanksley
Professor of English, Fordham University

"[This] magnificent critical survey, with its inherent respect for both the 'West's mainstream high culture' and
the 'radically changing world' of the 1990s, offers a new breakthrough for lay and scholarly readers
alike....Allows readers to grasp the big picture of Western culture for the first time."



 - San Francisco Chronicle
"The Passion of the Western Mind is as fine an account of the story of the Western mind, in all of its
complexity and tensions, as I believe exists anywhere."

--Dale Cannon
Professor of Philosophy, 
Western Oregon State College

"No other such overview provides, in equal compass, as clear and cogent a survey. Its scholarship is
impeccable....For its length it is the best intellectual history of the West I have ever seen." --Huston Smith,
Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley
"The most lucid and concise presentation I have read of the grand lines of what every student should know
about the history of Western thought."--Joseph Campbell

From the Publisher
"No other such overview provides, in equal compass, as clear and cogent a survey. Its scholarship is
impeccable....For its length it is the best intellectual history of the West I have ever seen." --Huston Smith,
Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley
"The most lucid and concise presentation I have read of the grand lines of what every student should know
about the history of Western thought."--Joseph Campbell

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The
Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding the Ideas that Have Shaped Our World View book as basic and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Angela Harris:

This book untitled The Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding the Ideas that Have Shaped Our World
View to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by
using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide
from your list.



Harold Felix:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually The Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding the Ideas that Have Shaped Our World View.

Lawrence Wilson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding the
Ideas that Have Shaped Our World View was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding the Ideas that Have Shaped Our World View has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in
which.
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