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A wry, fictional account of thelife of Christ by Nobel laur eate José
Saramago

A brilliant skeptic, José Saramago envisions the life of Jesus Christ and the story
of his Passion as things of this earth: A child crying, the caress of awoman half
adleep, the bleat of agoat, a prayer uttered in the grayish morning light. Hisidea
of the Holy Family reflects the real complexities of any family, and—as only
Saramago can—he imagines them with tinges of vision, dream, and omen. The
result is adeft psychological portrait that moves between poetry and irony,
spirituality and irreverence of a savior who is at once the Son of God and ayoung
man. In this provocative, tender novel, the subject of wide critical discussion and
wonder, Saramago guestions the meaning of God, the foundations of the Church,
and human existence itself.
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A wry, fictional account of the life of Christ by Nobel laur eate José Saramago

A brilliant skeptic, José Saramago envisions the life of Jesus Christ and the story of his Passion as things of
this earth: A child crying, the caress of awoman half asleep, the bleat of a goat, a prayer uttered in the
grayish morning light. His idea of the Holy Family reflects the real complexities of any family, and—as only
Saramago can—he imagines them with tinges of vision, dream, and omen. The result is a deft psychological
portrait that moves between poetry and irony, spirituality and irreverence of a savior who is at once the Son
of God and ayoung man. In this provocative, tender novel, the subject of wide critical discussion and
wonder, Saramago guestions the meaning of God, the foundations of the Church, and human existence itself.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Like other earthy fictionalized accounts of the life of Jesus, this|oose interpretation of the Gospel provoked
an outcry: published in the author's native Portugal, it was subsequently withdrawn from consideration for
the 1992 European Literature Prize. Saramago ( The Y ear of the Death of Ricardo Reis) explores the
psychological motivations that led Jesus to become a prophet. Joseph overhears a conversation that allows
him to save his fledgling family from the slaughter of the innocents. Because he lacks the courage to warn
othersin Bethlehem, God turns him into a spiritual pariah and, as part of God's justice, he is mistakenly
crucified. Tormented by his earthly father's guilt, Jesus leaves his family, wanders around in the wilderness
with afreethinking Devil, istold of his destiny by God, performs some miracles and, in afast summing up,
ends up dead. Saramago, who takes some pointed digs at both the Catholic church and monotheism
generally, seemstoo uneasy with his material to enjoy his tongue-in-cheek portrait. The work is frequently
static and halfhearted, afar cry from the riveting passages of the New Testament, and though often amusing
(his conversations between Jesus, God and the Devil may remind Anatole France aficionados of Revolt of
the Angels), the work never achieves the irony the author seems to have intended.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This thoughtful, provocative study of Jesus' self-understanding as both son of God and an all-too-human
family member caused debate in the Portuguese parliament and is likely to generate discussion here.
Saramago reveals a deep knowledge of scripture, theology, and Christian history, but his true gift may liein
evoking the physical world. Christian writers have often downplayed the earthier aspects of the Incarnation,
but here Jesus is "identified as a shepherd by the smell of goat." God says that it is "dissatisfaction, one of the
gualities which make man in My image and likeness," which led him to desire a son on Earth. "There will be
achurch," God tells Jesus, giving alengthy martyrology as evidence. Jesus dies as do many of us, lamenting
"alife planned for death from the very beginning." For serious religious collections.

- Kathleen Norris, Lemmon P.L., SD.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

As provaocative as The Last Temptation of Christ and already as controversial in its native Portugal, this
fictional life of Jesusis as haunting as a dream and asreal as a baby's cry. From the opening scene, in which
an angel, dressed as a beggar, comes to announce the birth of Jesus, to the last moment of Jesus' life when
the voice of the Lord seems to mock him as Jesus' blood drips into a bowl, Saramago mixes magic, myth,
and reality into a potent brew. Among the most eyebrow-raising depictionsin the book is that of Mary
Magdal ene as a prostitute to whom Jesus surrenders his virginity in a scene that is both erotic and tender.
More than his mistress, Mary becomes the catalyst that allows Jesus to see the world in a new way. With
little paragraphing and no quotation marks, the text is at times difficult to follow. But there is method to
Saramago's formlessness. Thisis abook that can't be read quickly. The typographical density forces usto
reread sentences and conversations, and in the course of rereading, we find multiple levels of meaning in the
narrative, leading us in turn to ponder the larger questions Saramago's tale elicits. |1ene Cooper

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

John Armstead:

The book The Gospel According to Jesus Christ can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Gospel According to Jesus Christ? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Gospel According to Jesus Christ has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function
for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by available and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Stanley Hanson:

The Gospel According to Jesus Christ can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledgein
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Gospel According to Jesus
Christ however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucia pondering.

Susan Ford:

With this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess alook at some books.
On thelist of books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Gospel According to Jesus Christ.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Robert Carroll:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Gospel According to Jesus
Christ aswell as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especialy.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Gospel According to Jesus Christ to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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