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The importance of Tawfiq al-Hakim (1898 to 1989) to the emergence of a
modern Arabic literature is second only to that of Naguib Mahfouz. If the latter
put the novel among the genres of writing that are now an accepted part of
literary production in the Arab world today, Tawfiq al-Hakim is recognized as
the undisputed creator of a literature of the theater. In this volume, Tawfiq al-
Hakim's fame as a playwright is given prominence. Of the more than seventy
plays he wrote, The Sultan's Dilemma, dealing with a historical subject in an
appealingly light-hearted manner, is perhaps the best known; it appears in the
extended edition of Norton's World Masterpieces and was broadcast on the old
Home Service of the BBC. The other full-length play included here, The Tree
Climber, is one that reveals al-Hakim's openness to outside influences in this
case, the absurdist mode of writing. Of the two one-act plays in this collection,
The Donkey Market shows his deftness at turning a traditional folk tale into a
hilarious stage comedy. Tawfiq al-Hakim produced several of the earliest
examples of the novel in Arabic; included in this volume is an extract from his
best known work in that genre, the delightful Diary of a Country Prosecutor, in
which he draws on his own experience as a public prosecutor in the Egyptian
countryside. Three of the many short stories he published are also included, as
well as an extract from The Prison of Life, an autobiography in which Tawfiq al-
Hakim writes with commendable frankness about himself. Contents: Introduction
by Denys Johnson-Davies, The Sultan's Dilemma (full-length play), The Tree
Climber (full-length play), The Donkey Market (one-act play), The Song of
Death (one-act play), Diary of a Country Prosecutor (extract from the novel),
Miracles for Sale (short story), The Prison of Life (extract from the
autobiography), Azrael the Barber (short story), Satan Triumphs (short story).
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only to that of Naguib Mahfouz. If the latter put the novel among the genres of writing that are now an
accepted part of literary production in the Arab world today, Tawfiq al-Hakim is recognized as the
undisputed creator of a literature of the theater. In this volume, Tawfiq al-Hakim's fame as a playwright is
given prominence. Of the more than seventy plays he wrote, The Sultan's Dilemma, dealing with a historical
subject in an appealingly light-hearted manner, is perhaps the best known; it appears in the extended edition
of Norton's World Masterpieces and was broadcast on the old Home Service of the BBC. The other full-
length play included here, The Tree Climber, is one that reveals al-Hakim's openness to outside influences in
this case, the absurdist mode of writing. Of the two one-act plays in this collection, The Donkey Market
shows his deftness at turning a traditional folk tale into a hilarious stage comedy. Tawfiq al-Hakim produced
several of the earliest examples of the novel in Arabic; included in this volume is an extract from his best
known work in that genre, the delightful Diary of a Country Prosecutor, in which he draws on his own
experience as a public prosecutor in the Egyptian countryside. Three of the many short stories he published
are also included, as well as an extract from The Prison of Life, an autobiography in which Tawfiq al-Hakim
writes with commendable frankness about himself. Contents: Introduction by Denys Johnson-Davies, The
Sultan's Dilemma (full-length play), The Tree Climber (full-length play), The Donkey Market (one-act play),
The Song of Death (one-act play), Diary of a Country Prosecutor (extract from the novel), Miracles for Sale
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Tawfiq al-Hakim (1898-1989), Egypt's best known playwright, did for the Arabic theater what Naguib
Mahfouz did for the Arabic novel. He wrote over seventy plays, as well as a number of novels and short
stories and an autobiography.
Denys Johnson-Davies, described by Edward Said as "the leading Arabic-English translator of our time,"
began his career with the translation of a collection of short stories in 1947 and has since produced more than
thirty volumes of translation of modern Arabic literature, most recently Homecoming: Sixty Years of
Egyptian Short Stories (AUC Press, 2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Robinson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)).

Lisa Cook:

The experience that you get from The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback))
may be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern
Arabic Literature (Paperback)) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having that The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) instantly.

Johnny Harper:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) can
be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.



Alexander Taylor:

Beside this The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature
(Paperback)) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but
you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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