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A pulsating psycho-thriller from Ryu Murakami, author of In the Miso Soup

A renaissance man for the postmodern age, Ryu Murakami—a musician,
filmmaker (Tokyo Decadence), TV personality, and award-winning author—has
gained a cult following in the West. Hisfirst novel, Almost Transparent Blue,
won Japan’s most coveted literary prize and sold over amillion copies, and his
most recent psychosexual thriller, In the Miso Soup, gave readers a further taste
of hisincredibly agile imagination. In Piercing, Murakami, in his own unique
style, explores themes of child abuse and what happens to the voiceless among
us, weaving a disturbing, spare tale of two people who find each other and then
are forced into hurting each other deeply because of the haunting specter of their
own abuse as children.
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A renaissance man for the postmodern age, Ryu Murakami—a musician, filmmaker (Tokyo Decadence), TV
personality, and award-winning author—has gained a cult following in the West. Hisfirst novel, Almost
Transparent Blue, won Japan’s most coveted literary prize and sold over amillion copies, and his most
recent psychosexual thriller, In the Miso Soup, gave readers a further taste of hisincredibly agile
imagination. In Piercing, Murakami, in his own unique style, explores themes of child abuse and what
happens to the voiceless among us, weaving a disturbing, spare tale of two people who find each other and
then are forced into hurting each other deeply because of the haunting specter of their own abuse as children.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In this short, tense and brutally eloquent thriller from Japanese author Murakami (In the Miso Soup),
Kawashima Masayuki, a young urban professional, faces the terrible fear he will stab his baby daughter, Rie,
just as he once stabbed the stripper he lived with when he was 19. He decides killing a young prostitute will
aleviate the building pressure inside him and protect both Rie and his sweet wife, Y oko. He plans everything
meticulously, but what he doesn't bargain for is that his intended victim, Sanada Chiaki, an s&m worker, is
as disturbed as he is. During their appointment, Chiaki experiences a"Nightmare" episode that resultsin a
twisted game of cat-and-mouse. Murakami doesn't waste aword or a movement in this near-haiku of atale
that's breathl ess with anxiety and fraught with pain. (Apr.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Kawashima survived a hideously abusive childhood and, asisn't unusual in such cases, bears the scars.
Voicesin his head, accompanied by garish images, urge him to re-create his stabbing, when a teenager, of
the stripper who was his brutal mother. Because "only voices and images from the external world could
neutralize those from inside," Kawashima's greatest fear is not of death but of blindness and deafness. When
fantasies of stabbing his infant daughter as she sleepsin her crib start to dominate his consciousness, he lies
to his unsuspecting wife, takes a hotel room, and meticulously plots to murder an S& M prostitute--who is
petite, so he can more easily overcome her. Certainly not for the squeamish or faint-hearted, Piercing blends
a cold-blooded true-crime ambience and unexpected, amaost antic humor as best-laid plans go horribly awry
when an equally scarred (she's a compulsive cutter) abuse survivor turned S& M prostitute enters the action.
Oddly and thoroughly compelling as well as chilling, and neither black comedy nor horror, thisis astrangely
entertaining novel. Whitney Scott

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Ryu Murakami, musician, filmmaker, TV talk show host, and novelist, is the author of Almost Transparent
Blue, 69, and Coin L ocker Babies, which the Washington Post praised as "aknockout . . . agreat big
pulsating parable."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Emma Lavigne:

The book Piercing give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Piercing being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like start and read a reserve Piercing. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Wendy Lambert:

The guide untitled Piercing is the reserve that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Piercing from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Beverly Thomas:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games al day long. If you need to try to find anew activity that is look different you can read any
book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading
abook. The book Piercing it israther good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Mitchell Wilder:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Piercing can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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