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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Visitors to the New York Public Library's main reading room are not likely to gaze enraptured at ornamental
moldings, cherubs and vast, uninterrupted ceilings as they cope with poor lighting, uncomfortable chairs and
often slow service. Reed's room-by-room architectural tour, a panegyric to the Fifth Avenue building, asks us
to believe it is "a people's palace," even though its ornate turn-of-the-century style modeled on classical Paris
and Rome has the effect of intimidating rather than welcoming library users. No staircase, lamp, carved relief
or marble bust is overlooked as the author pores over "this great jewel of the civic crown" in belabored prose,
although his armchair tour does turn up many delightful facets of the building that are probably missed by
most visitors. The impressive photographs make the book.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The New York Public Library is recognized as one of the finest examples of Beaux-Arts Classicism in the
city. Reed's monograph contains a wealth of information about the building's design, from the majestic
Corinthian portico on Fifth Avenue to the desk lamps in the Main Reading Room. Each architectural detail is
lovingly photographed and labelled, providing an exhaustive record of the building's ornamentation. For
Reed, however, architecture is style and form, nothing more; this is unfortunate, for little attention is paid to
the building's construction or to the extensive stacks that house the majority of the library's books. Despite
this shortcoming, the book should be of interest both to architectural historians and to the thousands of
readers who make regular use of this unique resource. H. Ward Jandl, National Park Svce., Washington,
D.C.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brent Jones:

The book New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration (The Classical America series in art and
architecture) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration
(The Classical America series in art and architecture) for being your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open up and read a publication New York Public Library: Its Architecture and
Decoration (The Classical America series in art and architecture). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Charles Valentine:

The book New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration (The Classical America series in art and
architecture) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the



idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book New
York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration (The Classical America series in art and architecture) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

David Stokes:

The book untitled New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration (The Classical America series
in art and architecture) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Melvin Lucero:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular New York Public Library: Its Architecture and
Decoration (The Classical America series in art and architecture) can give you a lot of buddies because by
you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let us have New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration (The
Classical America series in art and architecture).
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