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After a century largely dominated by discussions of space and form, there is now
renewed interest in the material and tectonic aspects of architecture. This richly
illustrated and handsomely designed book takes a detailed and timely look at the
importance of materials in architecture, focusing particularly on modern and
contemporary buildings. Noted architecture expert Richard Weston begins with a
brief cultural history of major building materials-such as timber, earth, stone,
steel, and glass-exploring how they have been produced, considered, worked, and
used in a variety of buildings and cultures. He then explores the ways that
architects, theorists, and critics have articulated the relationship between
materials and architectural forms and spaces throughout modern history. Other
featured topics include the importance of place, time, junctions, finish, and
meaning; the proposition that in an increasingly global and virtual world, many
architects emphasize the material qualities of buildings to ensure a heightened
sense of reality; and a comprehensive survey of current and prospective
developments in materials, from refinements of such familiar materials as fiber-
reinforced concrete and "intelligent" glass to new synthetic compounds and
working methods. Together, these varied perspectives on the material art of
building offer fascinating insights into the impact that the type and treatment of
materials has on how buildings can be constructed and designed, how they
function, and how they fare over time.
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After a century largely dominated by discussions of space and form, there is now renewed interest in the
material and tectonic aspects of architecture. This richly illustrated and handsomely designed book takes a
detailed and timely look at the importance of materials in architecture, focusing particularly on modern and
contemporary buildings. Noted architecture expert Richard Weston begins with a brief cultural history of
major building materials-such as timber, earth, stone, steel, and glass-exploring how they have been
produced, considered, worked, and used in a variety of buildings and cultures. He then explores the ways that
architects, theorists, and critics have articulated the relationship between materials and architectural forms
and spaces throughout modern history. Other featured topics include the importance of place, time, junctions,
finish, and meaning; the proposition that in an increasingly global and virtual world, many architects
emphasize the material qualities of buildings to ensure a heightened sense of reality; and a comprehensive
survey of current and prospective developments in materials, from refinements of such familiar materials as
fiber-reinforced concrete and "intelligent" glass to new synthetic compounds and working methods.
Together, these varied perspectives on the material art of building offer fascinating insights into the impact
that the type and treatment of materials has on how buildings can be constructed and designed, how they
function, and how they fare over time.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Richard Weston is Professorial Research Fellow at the Welsh School of Architecture, Cardiff University. His
previous books include several studies of the Finnish architect Alvar Aalto and the first comprehensive
account of the work of Jorn Utzon, architect of the Sydney Opera House.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Materials, Form, and Architecture book is readable simply by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Materials,
Form, and Architecture content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking
Materials, Form, and Architecture is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Michael Decker:

The publication untitled Materials, Form, and Architecture is the guide that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Materials, Form, and Architecture from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Donald Corbett:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Materials, Form, and Architecture provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Kathleen Bonds:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have



it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Materials, Form, and Architecture can give
you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Materials, Form, and Architecture.
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