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This first novel in Nuruddin Farah's Blood in the Sun trilogy tells the story of
Askar, a man coming of age in the turmoil of modern Africa. With his father a
victim of the bloody Ethiopian civil war and his mother dying the day of his
birth, Askar is taken in and raised by a woman named Misra amid the scandal,
gossip, and ritual of a small African village. As an adolescent, Askar goes to live
in Somalia's capital, where he strives to find himself just as Somalia struggles for
national identity.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Maps and Gifts (see below) are the first two volumes in Farah's second trilogy, Blood in the Sun (after the
acclaimed, three-volume Variations on the Theme of an African Dictatorship), but they stand as prequels to
the previously published, award-winning third volume, Secrets (1998). This pair of works by Farah, a
chronicler of modern Africa's sociopolitical turbulence and growth who has lived in exile from his native
Somalia since 1974, are being released in hardcover in the U.S. for the first time, though they have been
available abroad for several years. Of the two novels, Maps is the richer in concept and execution,
beautifully worked in the dense, intricate prose for which Farah is known. Askar, orphaned as a child, is
rescued from his dead mother's side and raised in a small village by Misra, an older woman who develops a
mysterious, protective bond with him. Even when he moves to the capital to live with his prosperous Uncle
Hilaal, Askar's origins continue to preoccupy him, and he grows into a serious, introspective youth fixed on
the urgent question of his identity. Hilaal, the cook and nurturer in his city home, is able to provide some
answers for his baffled nephew on the subjects of African tradition, Somalian manhood and selflessness.
Employing a poetic, imaginative style, Farah skillfully juxtaposes Askar's emotional turmoil and the
struggles of his beloved Somalia under siege, as the characters try to understand why blood must be shed for
territorial gain. In the end, Askar must choose between avenging his soldier father's death by joining the
army, or pursuing his academic studies, but the choice is taken out of his hands by powerful external forces.
(Aug.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Intended as the first two books in the author's "Blood in the Sun" trilogyAthe third being Secrets (LJ
5/1/98)Athese novels are a moving study of life in Somalia before the civil war. Maps is the story of Askar,
found as a newborn beside his mother's dead body and raised by Misra, an outcast in the village because of
her Ethiopian heritage. Years later, during the war with Ethiopia, Askar must choose between his country
and the woman who raised him when Misra is accused of betraying their village to the enemy. Gifts tells the
story of Duniya, a nurse trying to raise three children alone in the capital city of Mogadishu. When she
decides to accept responsibility for an abandoned baby, she must confront the patriarchs of her family,
Somalia's male-dominated bureaucracy, and her own fierce independence. In both novels, Farah has
eloquently woven dreams, memories, and folklore into modern tales of ordinary people trying to live their
lives with dignity in the midst of famine, colonialism, and longstanding ethnic hatreds. With their own
unique styles and engaging characters, each novel easily stands on its own. Recommended for all libraries,
even those that do not own the third novel.AEllen Flexman, Indianapolis-Marion Cty. P.L.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Maps ($23.95; Aug.; 272 pp.; 1-55970-485-3): Originally published in 1986, this is the first installment in
Farahs abovementioned trilogy (its concluding volume, Secrets, appeared here alone in 1998). One senses
autobiographical resonance in the storys concentration on Askar, a Somalian boy orphaned by his mothers
death when she bore him and the loss of his father, a combat soldier serving in Somalias (197778) war
against Ethiopia. Askars dilemmawhether to belong to his loving (Ethiopian) foster mother Misra or join the
Somalian Liberation Front and emulate his fathers selfless courageis subtly explored in a tense narrative
alive with local color thats both an affecting character study and a dramatic allegory of the confusions still
plaguing a wounded and deeply conflicted society. One of the best novels out of Africa in some time. --
Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Maps book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to supply to you. The writer of Maps content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you nonetheless thinking Maps is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Viola Ball:

The book with title Maps posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sheila Messina:

The book untitled Maps contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary
works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Jared Carter:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Maps can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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