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Using a three-part framework of Ideas, Arguments, and Contexts and
Applications, International Relations, Second Edition, shows students how to
think critically about issues and current events in world politics. Each chapter
first describes key concepts and developments in the field (Ideas), then presents
the main theoretical and analytical approaches (Arguments), and finally applies
the main theories and approaches within the individual, state, and global contexts
(Contexts and Applications). Historical information is woven throughout the text,
and every chapter ends with an extended case study ("The Uses of History") that
demonstrates how what we have learned from the past can influence our future
actions. Three full chapters on key approaches--realism (chapter 2), liberalism
(chapter 3), and constructivism and other alternative views (chapter 4)--introduce
students to a broad spectrum of approaches, and each chapter integrates
discussions of relevant theories and levels of analysis. Visual Reviews at the end
of each chapter not only recap key points but include Critical Thinking questions
that reflect the chapter learning objectives.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The text does an excellent job of grabbing the reader's attention with appropriate and interesting opening
case narratives. It is also well organized and includes clear and concise learning objectives. The consistency
of presentation/organization around theoretical paradigms and levels of analysis, in addition to the consistent
inclusion of "learning goals," is the primary strength. Also important is the conversational tone and effort to
develop introductory paragraphs that meet students where most of them are -- vaguely aware of the most
popular, if not most important, cases." --Juliann Emmons Allison, UC Riverside

"I believe Shiraev and Zubok, unlike the authors of most IR textbooks, made a wise decision to adopt a
consistent chapter outline, which focuses on three basic and vitally important questions. This creative and
unique approach helps to focus students' minds on the big picture, which is how to apply the different
theoretical perspectives to reality. Shiraev and Zubok have done an exemplary job of applying IR theories to
historical and contemporary reality, as well as applying IR theories in the individual, state, and global
contexts." --Mir Zohair Husain, University of South Alabama

The text differentiates itself from others with the chapter learning objectives, which serves as a guidepost for
the various discussions and lessons packed into each chapter. -Richard Aidoo, Coastal Carolina University

What makes this book different is its shorter focus and to-the-point perspective. It does not spend a lot of
pages on ancillary empirical questions. It gets to the heart of the theoretical issues and brings in enough
empirics to make the points required, but no more. This is a good thing... Lots of empirical examples to help
provide context as to what IR is and how it is studied is helpful...I thought it subtly introduced a lot of
important theoretical ideas without being bogged down in theoretical language that may be difficult for
students to understand. -Marcus Holmes, College of William & Mary

Conceptually rich textbook with consistent structure bridging theory and empirical world. Not many
textbooks have such consistent structure and rich conceptual content. -Mariam Dekanozishvili, Coastal
Carolina University

"Shiraev and Zubok have produced a textbook that is rich with illustrations and case studies. It also does a
commendable job of consistently addressing dominant concepts and theories in the academic literature (the
three levels of analyses, the realist, liberalist, and constructivist views). This gives students a clear and
consistent structure to navigate." --Laura Dodge, George Mason University



"This book is very thorough in its approach and considers cases from all around the globe. It serves as one of
the best texts in the field." --Teh-Kuang Chang, Ball State University

About the Author

Eric B. Shiraev is Professor and Senior Research Associate in the Department of Public and International
Affairs at George Mason University. Recent works include Cross-Cultural Psychology, People and Their
Opinions, The Soviet Union: Internal and External Perspectives on Soviet Society, and Counting Every Vote:
The Most Contentious Elections In American History.

Vladislav M. Zubok is Professor of History at the London School of Economics. Recent works include
Zhivago's Children: The Last Russian Intelligentsia, A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War
from Stalin to Gorbachev, and Anti-Americanism in Russia: From Stalin to Putin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can
do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of International Relations to read.

Yvette Barstow:

This International Relations book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific
International Relations without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't be worry International Relations can bring when you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This International
Relations having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested
in reading.

Emily Meredith:

Here thing why that International Relations are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. International
Relations giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
book that similar with International Relations. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own



personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of International Relations in e-
book can be your substitute.

Carmen Pinto:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying International Relations that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick International
Relations become your own starter.
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