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Thisisthe first book to provide a comprehensive overview of the entire career of
one of Britain's greatest men of letters. It setsin biographical and historical
context all of Hume's works, from A Treatise of Human Nature to The History of
England, bringing to light the major influences on the course of Hume's
intellectual development, and paying careful attention to the differences between
the wide variety of literary genres with which Hume experimented. The major
eventsin Hume's life are fully described, but the main focus is on Hume's
intentions as a philosophical analyst of human nature, politics, commerce,
English history, and religion. Careful attention is paid to Hume's intellectual
relations with his contemporaries. The goal isto reveal Hume as a man intensely
concerned with the realization of an ideal of open-minded, objective, rigorous,
dispassionate dialogue about all the principal questions faced by his age.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisbook is original in its perspective on Hume, partly because it sees Hume as aliterary man eager to
make a successful career through the exercise of skepticism and impartiality over awide range of topics. It is
awell-thought-out biography which is as good as or better than anything written on Hume's thought. It is
well written and makes good sense of what Hume should be remembered for."

Roger Emerson, Emeritus Professor, University of Western Ontario

"Thisis quite simply the first serious intellectual biography of David Hume, and as such it will be
indispensable reading for al students of hiswork. Harris has absorbed all that is now known of the details of
Hume'slife and of his reading, and deploys this knowledge to offer powerful, consistently intelligent
readings of the whole range of Hume's works."

John Robertson, University of Cambridge

"Harris magnificent intellectual biography of Hume sweeps away stereotypes of this major philosophical
thinker that have accumulated over the past 250 years. It is a'must-read' for Hume scholars, and for anyone
who seeks to understand what it meant to write about history, politics, economics and religion - aswell as
epistemology and morals - from a philosophical point of view during the Enlightenment.”

John P. Wright, Central Michigan University

"A superbly researched and beautifully written biography which paints a nuanced and compelling portrait of
aHume we can all believein. A classic in the making."
Nicholas Phillipson, University of Edinburgh

"A lucid, well-organised and readable narrative, carefully informed by nuanced historical-intellectual
scholarship.”
Times Higher Education

"A book which seems sure to revolutionise our views of one of the greatest Scots."
The Herald

"Guided by Harris we can now see afigure more human and more engaging, whaose ideas developed and
flexed over time. Harris' meticulous anatomising of thisfigure is a major achievement in Hume studies and
in studies of the Enlightenment more generally."

David Womersley, Standpoint

"...informed and informative..."
The Tablet

"Harris book is, as advertised, an intellectua biography ... Asahistorian of Hume'sideas ... Mr Harris far
surpasses Mossner['s 1954 biography] ... Hume emerges as a product of the Enlightenment asit really was,
not asit existsin complacent legend.”

Jeffrey Collins, The Wall Street Journal

"... James Harrissintellectual biography of Hume isthe first to have been attempted. As such, it coversthe
full trgjectory of Hume'sintellectual career - from his earliest experiments in epistemology and ethics,



through his views on religion, economics, and palitics, to his mature efforts to complete his classic History
of England. The result is an engrossing reconstruction of hisideas along with his position in eighteenth-
century intellectual life. A significant place is given to Hume's ‘anatomy' of human nature, and thus to the
criticism of Stoicism which he developed in that context.”

Richard Bourke, The Nation

"... Harrisdelivers arich portrayal of the Scottish philosopher ..."
David J. Davis, The American Conservative

"Clear, civil and straightforward ..."
James Buchan, Literary Review

"Harris skillfully explores the background of Hume's economic and other essays, and indeed all of hisworks,
describing in some depth the debates to which they contributed and the influences of Hume's own reading.”
The New York Review of Books

About the Author

James A. Harrisis Reader in the History of Philosophy at the University of St Andrews. He is the author of
Of Liberty and Necessity: The Free Will Debate in Eighteenth-Century British Philosophy (2005) and of
articles on Hume, Hutcheson, Reid, Besttie, Priestley, and various themes in eighteenth-century British
philosophy. Heis the editor of The Oxford Handbook of British Philosophy in the Eighteenth Century (2013)
and the coeditor with Aaron Garrett of Scottish Philosophy in the Age of Enlightenment, Volume 1 (2015).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carolyn Livingston:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Hume: An Intellectual Biography. Y ou can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book
Hume: An Intellectual Biography. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Kay Young:

This Hume: An Intellectual Biography usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this Hume: An Intellectual Biography can be on the list of great books you must haveis
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hume: An Intellectual Biography forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day pastime. So, let's haveit and luxuriate in reading.



James Ronquillo:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Hume: An Intellectual Biography.

Clyde Traynor:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust smple method to have that. What you need to do
isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Hume: An Intellectual Biography. Thisbook and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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