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Within the next decade, Hispanics will become the largest minority group in the
United States. The new immigrants have ignited a vibrant Latin explosion in
popular culture and deeply affected American society.

Spanning 500 years-from the first New World colonies to our nation's
nineteenth-century westward expansion, from the days of gunboat diplomacy to
the turn of the millennium-Harvest of Empire features family portraits of real-life
immigrants along with sketches of the political events and social conditions that
compelled them to leave their homeland. In addition, it gives a fascinating look at
how these Latino pioneers have transformed the cultural landscape of the United
States.
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Within the next decade, Hispanics will become the largest minority group in the United States. The new
immigrants have ignited a vibrant Latin explosion in popular culture and deeply affected American society.

Spanning 500 years-from the first New World colonies to our nation's nineteenth-century westward
expansion, from the days of gunboat diplomacy to the turn of the millennium-Harvest of Empire features
family portraits of real-life immigrants along with sketches of the political events and social conditions that
compelled them to leave their homeland. In addition, it gives a fascinating look at how these Latino pioneers
have transformed the cultural landscape of the United States.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Readers familiar with immigration history as told in books like Roger Daniels's Coming to America will
experience a sense of déjà vu with Harvest of Empire by Juan Gonzalez. The immigrant experience is a
constant in American life; although the tides ebb and flow, it seems that there always has been an immigrant
presence in the United States. What's different today, of course, is where the immigrants are coming from:
half are Latin American.

Gonzalez, a columnist for the New York Daily News, studies these latest arrivals in a book that combines
history and journalism. He has a keen understanding of Hispanic diversity, focusing not just on "Hispanics"
as a monolithic category but as a variety of people from many nations. The politics in Harvest of Empire are
often tendentious: Gonzalez unfavorably compares U.S. border control efforts to building the Great Wall in
China, demands an end to Puerto Rico's "colonial status," insists that Spanish become an official language
actively encouraged in the public schools, and so on. His agenda will no doubt appeal to a certain kind of
reader, but at the cost of alienating many others, including, probably, a majority of Hispanics living in the
United States. For those looking for a left-leaning account of Hispanic immigration, however, this book
succeeds as an ambitious survey. --John J. Miller

From Booklist
Gonzalez, a Puerto Rican journalist, brings passion and research to this recounting of the fascinating history
of Latins in America. He notes the Latinization of the U.S. with rising immigration from Mexico, the
Caribbean, and South America to projections that Latinos will constitute the largest minority in the nation by
2010. Gonzalez explores why Spanish and British colonization experiences were so different, particularly the
divergence in attitudes on slavery and race. The book is organized to explore what Gonzalez calls "Roots,"
the historical relationship between Latin America and the U.S., "Branches," the six major Latino groups in
the nation, and "Harvest," issues facing Latinos in the U.S. today. He dissects the U.S. exploitation and
occupation of Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Panama, Nicaragua, and Cuba and examines the U.S.
policy of supporting dictators friendly to U.S. interest that has destabilized Latin America and provoked
massive immigration to the U.S. This is an important book for understanding a major American ethnic group.
Vanessa Bush

Review

"A serious, significant contribution to understanding who the Hispanics of the United States are and where
they came from." --The New York Times Book Review

"Required reading, not simply for Latinos but for everyone." --Kansas City Star

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hollinger:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication has

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America.

Anita Cannon:

The reason why? Because this Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Robert Berman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Kari Hughes:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in
America can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in
America.
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