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He got into nails, of course,
because He'd always loved
hands --
hands were some of the best things
He'd ever done.

In God Went to Beauty School Cynthia Rylant imagines a God whose curiosities
about the world He created inspire Him to go out and experience human things.
But what would God do if He could live in a human world? Would He write a
fan letter? Get a dog? Make spaghetti?

God Went to Beauty School celebrates the simple things in life while taking a
long, hard look at what it means to be human. Rylant's soft, reflective, and often
humorous verse glimpses everyday life through wide and wondering eyes and
blends the familiar with the profoundly spiritual.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6 Up-A collection of innovative, thought-provoking, and insightful poems. What would happen if God
got a desk job? Or bought a couch at Pottery Barn? Or found some fudge in his mailbox? These are just a
few of the mundane happenings Rylant places at the deity's feet. Through everyday events (like showers) to
athletics (He falls 20 times while Rollerblading) to more shocking revelations (He gets arrested in a bar
fight), God finds out what it is like to live like the rest of us. And guess what? He is just like one of us. He
wants juice and comic books when He's sick. And through it all, God is surprised by these revelations. These
short poems are visceral in their insight, and they shouldn't be considered blasphemous jokes as much as
clever "what if?" ponderings. Has God just been "winging it" His whole life? Rylant has a carefully crafted
response. Christian or private schools may find this collection inappropriate to their teachings, but read with
an open mind and vivid imagination, it should speak to young people. A triumphant achievement.
Sharon Korbeck, Waupaca Area Public Library, WI
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 4-8. A recent hit song asked what if God was one of us? Here, the question is, what if He is just a Guy
(or possibly a Girl) who plays poker and watches movies and sometimes catches a cold and needs Mother
Teresa to come over and take care of him? Such is the premise of Rylant's slim volume of poems, which is
classified as fiction. In the title poem, God goes to beauty school because He likes hands and wants to do
nails for a living. (He calls His shop "Nails by Jim" because He worries that if He called it "Nails by God,"
people would think Him sacrilegious and not tip). From there, God is caught up in all sorts of worldly
craziness, from getting arrested to writing a fan letter to a country music singer. The poems aren't
particularly meaty, and a few of them may be deemed offensive by some readers. They are frequently funny,
however, and they play on Christian tradition without disrespect, ultimately celebrating God's kindness and
love. John Green
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Rylant puts to…use her folksy storytelling skills…and her ability to sincerely extols life’s
simple…pleasures and painful losses." -- Horn Book Magazine Starred Review

Read with an open mind and vivid imagination, it should speak to young people. A triumphant achievement.
-- School Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Malcolm Lee:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled God Went to Beauty School (Bccb Blue Ribbon Nonfiction Book
Award (Awards)). Try to make the book God Went to Beauty School (Bccb Blue Ribbon Nonfiction Book

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Award (Awards)) as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a
lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Donna Sedillo:

Typically the book God Went to Beauty School (Bccb Blue Ribbon Nonfiction Book Award (Awards)) has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. That book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Heidi Montgomery:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book God Went to Beauty School (Bccb Blue Ribbon Nonfiction
Book Award (Awards)) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Eddie Barber:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and God Went to Beauty School (Bccb
Blue Ribbon Nonfiction Book Award (Awards)) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes God Went to Beauty School (Bccb Blue Ribbon
Nonfiction Book Award (Awards)) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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