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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Set in Sri Lanka, this poignant coming-of-age novel charts a boy's loss of innocence as he grapples with
family conflict, political realities and his homosexuality. At seven, narrator Arjun Chelvaratnam hates sports
and enjoys wearing his aunt's jewelry and playing the role of bride in imaginary weddings; yet his playmates
taunts of "girlie-boy" and "faggot” don't seem al that different from the monickers that attach to other
children (e.g., "fatty-boom-boom" and "Diggy-Nose"). But when Arjun enters his teens, hisworried father, a
wealthy hotelier, sends him to a strict private academy, hoping it will force his son "to become aman."
Instead, Arjun, rebelling against a sadistic principal, strikes up an intense friendship with a fellow renegade
pupil, Shehan, who is rumored to be gay. After their first sexual encounter. Arjun'simmediate feelings are
anger and guilt, but he gradually comes to accept his sexuality and his love for Shehan. The story is shot
through with the tensions and bloody violence between Sri Lanka's Buddhist Sinhalese majority and its
Hindu Tamil minority. In loving Shehan, a Sinhalese, Arjun, who is Tamil, breaks two taboos. Retribution
follows, and in 1983 Arjun and his family migrate to Canada as penniless refugees. With deft humor and a
keen eye, Selvadurai, who was born in Sri Lanka and now livesin Toronto, captures his protagonist's
difficult passage into his own identity-of which his homosexuality isjust one component. And it iswith
deep, wistful feeling that he ties that story to larger themes of family and country. Author tour.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Although this fallsinto the crowded coming-of-age category, Selvadurai adds the foreign, funny, and
unusual in anovel that is as personal asit is political. While growing up in Sri Lankaamid Tamil and
Sinhalese conflicts, Arjie, ayoung boy who likesto play with dolls and girls, observes the social constraints
abhorred and perpetuated within his own family and in society at large. Through the details of family life, the
intimacies and exchanges, Selvadurai, much like E. M. Forster, reveals truths subtly, with poignancy and
grace. Selvadural has created an endearing character in Arjie, an impish boy who is always in trouble with
his rigid parents, yet gains the confidence of "outsiders," those attempting to rebel against foolish social
injustices: an aunt almost ready to reject family and social pressure by marrying a Sinhalese man; a
schoolboy who is sexually abused by the head prefect and who wants to disclose his own homosexuality.
Arjie'switnessing of prejudice and violence shatters his security by degrees, awakening him to the
acceptance of his own gay identity and hisisolation from both his family and conventional society. Janet S.
John

From Kirkus Reviews

A marvelousfirst novel, about growing up gay in Sri Lanka, that displays a precociously assured command
of structure, pace, and tone. Selvadurai's protagonist and narrator is Arjun (""Arjie") Chelvaratnam, the
second son of a prosperous Tamil family who cast a common disapproving eye on Arjie's avoidance of other
boys and their games, and on his disturbing preference for playing “"bride- bride" with the neighborhood
girls and trying on his favorite aunt's clothing and makeup. Arjie's emotional passage--through both a
fractious boyhood and a culture marked by ethnic conflict and recurring violence--is charted in a series of
elaborately developed extended episodes that Selvadurai handles with an almost casual mastery. Such
episodes include Arji€'s hilarious confrontation with a stentorian playmate and rival (whom he mockingly
titles " "Her Fatness"); his fascinated observation of ayoung aunt's foredoomed flirtation with a young man
their family can't accept; hisincipient crush on a handsome young family employee; and eventually his
experiences at a Dickensian boarding school (which, Arjie's father had proclaimed, ““will force you to
become a man"), where he discovers both sex and the courage to defy the abuses practiced by those who


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

wield arbitrary power (""How was it that some people got to decide what was correct or not, just or unjust?").
Selvadurai can make family squabbles resonate with almost epic force and weight, and his beautifully
manipulated plot powerfully expresses the manifold connections among familial, political, and sexual
identity and destiny. Arjie himself is only the most appealing of a dozen or more generously observed and
vividly rendered characters. And, almost as an incidental bonus, the novel delicately, knowingly records the
subtlest permutations of mistrust and contention among Sri Lanka's Sinhalese (Buddhist) and Tamil (Hindu)
populace. First-rate fiction, from abrilliant new writer whose next book cannot arrive here quickly enough.
The Toronto-based Selvadurai has aready won the Smithbooks/Books in Canada First Novel Award for
1994. -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
MikeYerkes:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Funny Boy (Harvest Book) is
kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Christopher Barnes:

This Funny Boy (Harvest Book) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Funny Boy (Harvest Book) can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just ssmple reading food but feed a person with information that might be
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Funny Boy (Harvest Book)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Tenesha Little

The particular book Funny Boy (Harvest Book) has alot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Candice Foushee:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.



Through the book Funny Boy (Harvest Book) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.

Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Funny Boy (Harvest Book). Y ou can more inviting
than now.
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