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Chemistry and Other Stories, A Picador Paperback Original

From the pre-eminent chronicler of this forgotten territory, stories that range over
one hundred years in the troubled, violent emergence of the New South.

In Ron Rash's stories, spanning the entire twentieth century in Appalachia, rura
communities struggle with the arrival of anew era.

Three old men stalk the shadow of a giant fish no one else believesisthere. A
man takes up scuba diving in the town reservoir to fight off akilling depression.
A grieving mother leads a surveyor into the woods to name once and for all the
county where her son was murdered by thieves.

In the Appalachia of Ron Rash's stories, the collision of the old and new south, of
antique and modern, resonate with the depth and power of ancient myths.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

An award-winning Southern novelist (The World Made Straight), short story writer (Casualties) and poet
(Raising the Dead), Rash returns to short fiction with 13 snapshots of contemporary Appalachia. There are
double-widetrailers, aging cars and lost souls "resigned to bad times and trouble,” but there'salso, in
"Honesty," alit professor struggling to get out from under hisrich, cynica wife. In thetitle story, a
chemistry teacher prescribed Elavil and shock treatments for a " chemical imbalance" seeks emotional ballast
in the backwoods evangelical religion of hisyouth. In "Blackberriesin June" a young couple—he alogger,
she awaitress—buy afixer-upper house, spend their free time repairing it and plan to take night classes at
the local community college, but family demands and random events conspire to keep them down. In the
haunting "Pemberton's Bride," the local lumber-mill owner brings home a Boston bride; she quickly adapts
to the rough and tumble surroundings, remorselessly dispatching any threat to her position or to her
husbhand's business interests, real or imagined. There are pacing problems throughout, particularly when
characters get let off the hook with hurried resolutions. But the setups are imaginative, and Rash gets the
feelings right. (May)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Rash, a poet and novelist (The World Made Straight 2006) steeped in Appalachia, offers 13 haunting and
picturesgue stories that illuminate the terms of survival in that often forgotten landscape. Three old men
pursue the shadow of a giant sturgeon--and rejoice not when they catch it but when they find irrefutable
proof of its existence. A Depression-era mother whose son has been found murdered "in the back of beyond
scrounges up six dollarsto pay a surveyor to find out exactly where he died, just so she can record it in her
Bible. A couple dealing with successive miscarriages, a high-school basketball standout who sabotages his
chance in the pros with drugs, a bewildered father watching his son lapsing repeatedly into addiction--each
character isimbued with empathy and grace. The collection concludes with a teenager who foolishly steals
some marijuana plants from alocal good old boy right out of Deliverance, and suffers the horrific
consequences. An apt encapsulation of a hardscrabble world, tinged with loyalty and love, but ruled by hard
justice and revenge. Deborah Donovan

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

Praise for Ron Rash:

"A major Southern writer . . . "The World Made Straight" reminds us of the sort of compelling literature a
brave artist can fashion from the shards of such experience."--"Los Angeles Times"

"Captivating . . . His clear, concise prose and regional voice add an authentic veneer to this rich tableau of
Southern life."--"Entertainment Weekly "on" Saints at the River"

"Ron Rash writes like a prince."--Pat Conroy
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Pear| McL ean:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim aswell as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect timeto read abook. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Chemistry and Other Stories.

Richard Shumate:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book Chemistry and Other Stories. Y ou can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant a book Chemistry and Other Stories.
Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel uninterested to
gotothelibrary. Let's go through.



Concepcion Bass:

The book Chemistry and Other Stories gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use
to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Chemistry and Other Stories
to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like wide open and read a
reserve Chemistry and Other Stories. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Regina Hash:

Here thing why this specific Chemistry and Other Stories are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Chemistry and Other Stories giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Chemistry and Other Stories. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or evenin your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Chemistry and Other Stories in e-book can be your choice.
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