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The Second Edition of this revered Norton Critical Edition is the most
comprehensive introduction to Blake’s poetry and thought available.

In addition to a broad selection of the poems, the volume includes over 100
images (16 in color), emphasizing the centrality of pictorial representations to
Blake’s verse. Biographical context is provided through dozens of excerpts from
Blake’s notebook, letters, marginalia, and other writings. “Criticism” offers
twenty wide-ranging commentaries by writers from Blake’s contemporaries to
present-day critics, among them Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Northrop Frye, Allen
Ginsberg, Morris Eaves, Harold Bloom, Alicia Ostriker, John Mee, Saree
Makdisi, and Julia Wright. A section on Textual Technicalities, a Chronology of
Blake’s life and work, a Selected Bibliography, and an Index of Titles and First
Lines are also included.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This thoroughly revised Second Edition of a perennial favorite in the Norton Critical Editions series,
energized by recent scholarly discoveries and new links to the William Blake Archive (blakearchive.org) and
other online resources, maintains its predecessors emphasis on the visual and verbal artistry of Blake's self-
published works in illuminated printing. The new edition features more than a hundred designs, 16 in color;
freshly annotated and re-edited complete texts of the illuminated books, now including the full text of
*Jerusalem*, and a generous selection of Blake's other writings.

An expanded "Criticism" section presents 20 appraisals of Blake's work from his own time to the present.
New to "Comments by Contemporaries" is Robert Hunt's devastating review of Blake's one-artist show in
1809, to which Blake responded with vitriolic epigrams and the creation of a major villain. "Twentieth- and
Twenty-First-Century Perspectives," now introduced by Allen Ginsberg's personal vision of Blake, preserves
earlier commentary by Northrop Frye, Martin K. Nurmi, and Harold Bloom, while adding W. J. T. Mitchell's
recognition of the "Dangerous Blake," Joseph Viscomi's detective work on Blake's relief etching process
Alicia Ostriker's multi-layered feminist analysis, historicist-cultural studies by Jon Mee, Saree Makdisi, and
Julia Wright, and assessments of text-design permutations by Nelson Hilton, Stephen Behrendt, Morris
Eaves, and V. A. De Luca.

Also included are an Introduction, a guide to Key Terms, a discussion of Textual Technicalities, a
chronology of Blake's Life and Times, a Selected Bibliography, three maps, and Index of Sources, and an
Index of Titles and First Lines.

About the Author
John E. Grant is Professor Emeritus of English, University of Iowa. He previously taught at the University of
Connecticut. His publications include Discussions of William Blake and Blake’s Visionary Forms Dramatic.

Mary Lynn Johnson is Special Assistant Emerita, President's Office, University of Iowa. She is the co-author
of Blake's ’Four Zoas’: The Design of the Dream.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

This Blake's Poetry and Designs (Norton Critical Editions) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Blake's Poetry and Designs (Norton Critical Editions) without we recognize teach the
one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Blake's Poetry
and Designs (Norton Critical Editions) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Blake's Poetry and
Designs (Norton Critical Editions) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.



Robert Cobb:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Blake's Poetry and Designs (Norton
Critical Editions) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Pearl Norris:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Blake's Poetry and
Designs (Norton Critical Editions) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Blake's Poetry and Designs (Norton Critical Editions)
become your current starter.

Florence Williams:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Blake's Poetry and Designs (Norton
Critical Editions) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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