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Experiential journalist Rak Razam sets out to document the thriving business of
21st-century hallucinogenic shamanism starting with a trip to the annual
Amazonian Shaman Conference in Iquitos, Peru, where he meets a motley crew
of "spiritual tourists," rogue scientists, black magicians, and indigenous and
Western healers and guides, all in town to partake of the ritual--and the
medicine--of ayahuasca, "the vine of souls." Combining his personal story with
the history of Amazonian shamanism, Razam takes the reader along on an
entertaining, enlightening adventure.

In areas of Brazil, Ecuador, and Peru, the traditional herbal brew known as
ayahuasca or yajé is legally used to heal physical ailments and to cleanse and
purify the spirit by connecting it to the web of life. Sting and Tori Amos have
admitted sampling it in Latin America, as has Paul Simon, who chronicled the
experience in his song "Spirit Voices." Aya Awakenings works as a cautionary
tale, a travelogue, and a memoir, but primarily acts as a portal through which
readers are able to gain more information about the perils and the promise of
spiritual reconnection through ayahuasca.

"A memorable--and deeply personal--journey into the hearts and minds of those
who carry on the shamanic traditions of ayahuasca."--Rick Doblin, founder of the
Multidisciplinary Association of Psychedelic Studies (MAPS)
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Editorial Review

Review
"A memorable—and deeply personal—journey into the hearts and minds of those who carry on the shamanic
traditions of ayahuasca."—Rich Doblin, founder of MAPS, the Multidisciplinary Association of Psychedelic
Studies

“An excellent work! This is definitely the best thing I've read on ayahuasca tourism, and beyond that, the
whole apparent reemergence of shamanic consciousness as a force for change and evolution on a global
scale.”—Ethnopharmacologist Dennis McKenna, PhD, author of The Brotherhood of the Screaming Abyss

“As Razam so aptly demonstrates, a new kind of traveler is emerging—one that embarks into the mysterious
and uncharted domain within, where they aim to conquer their own hearts. Written in the tradition of a great
adventure narrative, Aya Awakenings is a timely story for a new emerging era.”—Yossi Ghinsberg, author
of Lost in the Jungle

“The best Canterbury Tales of the modern pilgrimage to Iquitos.”—Richard Meech, filmmaker, director of
the documentary Vine of the Soul: Encounters with Ayahuasca

About the Author
RAK RAZAM is a new wave entheogenic researcher and the cofounder of Undergrowth.org, Australia's
leading online counterculture arts and literature magazine, and the Icaros Foundation. An author, freelance
journalist, and editor, he specializes in underground and counterculture communities, spirituality, and
technology. He has written features for The Age, Dazed and Confused magazine and Dazed Digital,
Disinfo.com, Reality Sandwich, High Times, Filmmaker magazine, Australian Penthouse, and many other
publications.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Hayden:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Aya Awakenings: A Shamanic Odyssey
book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Rebecca Stark:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you



studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Aya Awakenings: A Shamanic
Odyssey, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Terry Kiser:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Aya Awakenings: A Shamanic Odyssey.

Barry Altman:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Aya Awakenings: A Shamanic Odyssey can make you feel more interested to read.
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