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In this groundbreaking book, Dennis R. MacDonald offers an entirely new view
of the New Testament gospel of Mark. The author of the earliest gospel was not
writing history, nor was he merely recording tradition, MacDonald argues. Close
reading and careful analysis show that Mark borrowed extensively from the
Odyssey and the lliad and that he wanted his readers to recognise the Homeric
antecedentsin Mark's story of Jesus. Mark was composing a prose anti-epic,
MacDonald says, presenting Jesus as a suffering hero modeled after but far
superior to traditional Greek heroes. Much like Odysseus, Mark's Jesus sails the
seas with uncomprehending companions, encounters preternatural opponents,
and suffers many things before confronting rivals who have made his house a den
of thieves. In his death and burial, Jesus emulates Hector, although unlike Hector
Jesus leaves his tomb empty. Mark's minor characters, too, recall Homeric
predecessors. Bartimaeus emulates Tires as, Joseph of Arimathea, Priam; and the
women at the tomb, Helen, Hecuba, and Andromache. And, entire episodesin
Mark mirror Homeric episodes, including stilling the sea, walking on water,
feeding the multitudes, the Triumphal Entry, and Gethsemane. The book
concludes with a discussion of the profound significance of this new reading of
Mark for understanding the gospels and early Christianity.
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In this groundbreaking book, Dennis R. MacDonald offers an entirely new view of the New Testament
gospel of Mark. The author of the earliest gospel was not writing history, nor was he merely recording
tradition, MacDonald argues. Close reading and careful analysis show that Mark borrowed extensively from
the Odyssey and the Iliad and that he wanted his readers to recognise the Homeric antecedents in Mark's
story of Jesus. Mark was composing a prose anti-epic, MacDonald says, presenting Jesus as a suffering hero
modeled after but far superior to traditional Greek heroes. Much like Odysseus, Mark's Jesus sails the seas
with uncomprehending companions, encounters preternatural opponents, and suffers many things before
confronting rivals who have made his house a den of thieves. In his death and burial, Jesus emulates Hector,
although unlike Hector Jesus leaves his tomb empty. Mark's minor characters, too, recall Homeric
predecessors. Bartimaeus emulates Tiresias; Joseph of Arimathea, Priam; and the women at the tomb, Helen,
Hecuba, and Andromache. And, entire episodesin Mark mirror Homeric episodes, including stilling the sea,
walking on water, feeding the multitudes, the Triumphal Entry, and Gethsemane. The book concludes with a
discussion of the profound significance of this new reading of Mark for understanding the gospels and early
Christianity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"MacDonald shows paralels between Homer and Mark so extensive that a relationship of dependence,
conscious or unconscious, must be assumed. Thisis aradical thesis with great implications for the
understanding of the gospels." William Hansen, Indiana University "MacDonald's conclusion that the author
of the gospel of Mark in many significant placesisimitating Homer poses a profound challenge to current
scholarship on the history of early Christianity and the historical Jesus." Mary A. Tolbert, Pacific School of
Religion

About the Author

Dennis R. MacDonald is John Wesley Professor of New Testament and Christian Origins at Claremont
School of Theology and co-director of the Institute for Antiquity and Christianity at the Claremont Graduate
University. He is the author of Christianizing Homer and The Legend and the Apostle.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nancy Fisher:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Homeric Epics and the Gospel
of Mark will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isfar
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or idea book with
you?

Willie Letchworth:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark as your
daily resource information.

Charles Edwards:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle aways try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely



without a doubt. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark.

Edwin Ashford:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book but novel and The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark or perhaps others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Homeric Epics
and the Gospel of Mark to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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