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Schama explores the mysterious contradictions of the Dutch nation that invented
itself from the ground up, attained an unprecedented level of affluence, and lived
in constant dread of being corrupted by happiness. Drawing on a vast array of
period documents and sumptuously reproduced art, Schama re-creates in precise
detail a nation's mental state. He tells of bloody uprisings and beached whales, of
the cult of hygiene and the plague of tobacco, of thrifty housewives and
profligate tulip-speculators. He tells us how the Dutch celebrated themselves and
how they were slandered by their enemies.

"History on the grand scale...An ambitious portrait of one of the most remarkable
episodes in modern history."--New York Times

"Wonderfully inclusive; with wit and intense curiosity he teases out meaning
from every aspect of Dutch seventeenth-century life."--Robert Hughes
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Despite Calvinist sermons on thrift, the Dutch upper and middle classes flaunted their wealth in the
consumer paradise that was 17th century Hollandbut they lived uneasily with material riches. How the Dutch
reconciled piety with their commitment to profits is just one of the conundrums explored in this cultural
history by a Harvard professor. Netherlandic seafarers built a world empire in just two generations; the
Dutch nation's precocious rise to power as presented here helps to explain their defensive patriotism, the
mania of housewives for cleanliness and the ideal of the family as a miniature commonwealth. The Dutch
urge to classify was evident in everything from their tulip classification system to paintings of children's
games. Delving into customs, beliefs, popular art and quirks of behavior, Schama has fashioned a tour de
force, a profound, unconventional and rewarding portrait of a people. Photos not seen by PW. Reader's
Subscription Book Club alternate.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
When and how did the Dutch become Dutch? At the start of the 16th century, they possessed neither
common political heritage, religion, nor tongue. "The most extraordinary invention of this country . . . was
its own culture," says Schama. He catalogs the elements of the Dutchman's identity. His gluttony, obsession
with cleanliness, pursuit of wealth, love of family and children, and enshrinement of the home all point to
dichotomies and ambivalences that shaped Dutch character. The Dutch sought a way to safeguard themselves
from a fall from grace while permitting them to enjoy the bounteous benefits of the material world. The
Scriptures set the framework for this discourse, humanist teachings shaped their answers. A satisfying
addition to the growing literature on sensibilities in the early modern era. Recommended. David Keymer,
Dean of Students, SUNY Coll. of Technology, Utica
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
Schama explores the mysterious contradictions of the Dutch nation that invented itself from the ground up,
attained an unprecedented level of affluence, and lived in constant dread of being corrupted by happiness.
Drawing on a vast array of period documents and sumptuously reproduced art, Schama re-creates in precise
detail a nation's mental state. He tells of bloody uprisings and beached whales, of the cult of hygiene and the
plague of tobacco, of thrifty housewives and profligate tulip-speculators. He tells us how the Dutch
celebrated themselves and how they were slandered by their enemies.

"History on the grand scale...An ambitious portrait of one of the most remarkable episodes in modern
history."--New York Times

"Wonderfully inclusive; with wit and intense curiosity he teases out meaning from every aspect of Dutch
seventeenth-century life."--Robert Hughes

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Timothy Roesch:

The book The Embarrassment of Riches: An Interpretation of Dutch Culture in the Golden Age can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like
a book The Embarrassment of Riches: An Interpretation of Dutch Culture in the Golden Age? A few of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Embarrassment of Riches: An Interpretation of
Dutch Culture in the Golden Age has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberly Gomez:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Embarrassment of Riches: An
Interpretation of Dutch Culture in the Golden Age is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jean Proffitt:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Embarrassment of Riches: An
Interpretation of Dutch Culture in the Golden Age as well as others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Embarrassment of Riches:
An Interpretation of Dutch Culture in the Golden Age to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Bruno Reed:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Embarrassment of Riches: An
Interpretation of Dutch Culture in the Golden Age to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
start a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Embarrassment of Riches: An Interpretation of
Dutch Culture in the Golden Age can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of that time.
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