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This book addresses a fascinating set of questions in theoretical physics which
will both entertain and enlighten all students, teachers and researchers and other
physics aficionados. These range from Newtonian mechanics to quantum field
theory and cover several puzzling issues that do not appear in standard textbooks.
Some topics cover conceptual conundrums, the solutions to which lead to
surprising insights; some correct popular misconceptions in the textbook
discussion of certain topics; others illustrate deep connections between
apparently unconnected domains of theoretical physics; and a few provide
remarkably simple derivations of results which are not often appreciated. The
connoisseur of theoretical physics will enjoy a feast of pleasant surprises skilfully
prepared by an internationally acclaimed theoretical physicist. Each topic is
introduced with proper background discussion and special effort is taken to make
the discussion self-contained, clear and comprehensible to anyone with an
undergraduate education in physics.
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enlighten all students, teachers and researchers and other physics aficionados. These range from Newtonian
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textbooks. Some topics cover conceptual conundrums, the solutions to which lead to surprising insights;
some correct popular misconceptions in the textbook discussion of certain topics; others illustrate deep
connections between apparently unconnected domains of theoretical physics; and a few provide remarkably
simple derivations of results which are not often appreciated. The connoisseur of theoretical physics will
enjoy a feast of pleasant surprises skilfully prepared by an internationally acclaimed theoretical physicist.
Each topic is introduced with proper background discussion and special effort is taken to make the
discussion self-contained, clear and comprehensible to anyone with an undergraduate education in physics.
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Editorial Review

Review

“It would be hard to find someone who would learn nothing from this book. … I think that most physicists
would both benefit from and enjoy working through the arguments … presented here. … I recommend it
highly.” (Phillip Helbig, The Observatory, Vol. 136 (1250), February, 2016)

“In Thanu Padmanabhan’s new book, Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics: 26 Surprising Insights, he
aims to impart to aspiring theorists some of the important connections and techniques – spanning gravitation,
classical mechanics, electromagnetism, and quantum mechanics – that he’s learned over his career. … All in
all, Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics is a potentially excellent resource for those looking to add to
their mental tool kit and sharpen their theoretical skills.” (Ethan Siegel, Physics Today, November, 2015)

“The collection is a highly suitable pedagogic material and should be a must read for anyone who is
interested in Physics, either for a career or for pleasure. It should require no more expertise than is available
to an advanced undergraduate student of Physics or allied disciplines. I recommend that this is definitely
acquired by all college libraries.” (R. Ramachandran, IAPT Physics Education, Vol. 31 (2), April-June,
2015)

From the Back Cover
This book addresses a fascinating set of questions in theoretical physics which will both entertain and
enlighten all students, teachers and researchers and other physics aficionados. These range from Newtonian
mechanics to quantum field theory and cover several puzzling issues that do not appear in standard
textbooks. Some topics cover conceptual conundrums, the solutions to which lead to surprising insights;
some correct popular misconceptions in the textbook discussion of certain topics; others illustrate deep
connections between apparently unconnected domains of theoretical physics; and a few provide remarkably
simple derivations of results which are not often appreciated. The connoisseur of theoretical physics will
enjoy a feast of pleasant surprises skilfully prepared by an internationally acclaimed theoretical physicist.
Each topic is introduced with proper background discussion and special effort is taken to make the
discussion self-contained, clear and comprehensible to anyone with an undergraduate education in physics.

About the Author

Professor Padmanabhan, theoretical physicist and cosmologist, is currently a Distinguished Professor at
IUCAA, Pune, India. A gifted researcher and teacher, he has published nearly 250 technical papers and
authored ten books which have made significant impact. His research has won prizes six times in recent
years from the Gravity Research Foundation, USA including the First Award in 2008. He is currently (2011-
14) the Chairman of the IUPAP Astrophysics Commission and was the President of the IAU Cosmology
Commission (2009-12). He has received numerous national and international awards including Padma Shri,
the presidential medal of honor in India.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Verline Custer:

The book Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics: 26 Surprising Insights (Lecture Notes in Physics) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like
a book Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics: 26 Surprising Insights (Lecture Notes in Physics)? Some of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics: 26 Surprising Insights
(Lecture Notes in Physics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rick Fountain:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics: 26 Surprising Insights
(Lecture Notes in Physics) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics: 26 Surprising
Insights (Lecture Notes in Physics) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics: 26 Surprising Insights (Lecture Notes in
Physics) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Sharon Bradley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical
Physics: 26 Surprising Insights (Lecture Notes in Physics) that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical
Physics: 26 Surprising Insights (Lecture Notes in Physics) become your current starter.

Adam Mathews:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just in search of the Sleeping Beauties in Theoretical Physics: 26 Surprising
Insights (Lecture Notes in Physics) when you required it?
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