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The original tale of a castaway struggling to survive on a remote desert
island, and one of thefirst novelsin English

The sole survivor of a shipwreck, Robinson Crusoe is washed up on a desert
island. In hisjournal he chronicles his daily battle to stay alive, as he conquers
isolation, fashions shelter and clothes, enlists the help of a native islander who he
names 'Friday’, and fights off cannibals and mutineers. Written in an age of
exploration and enterprise, it has been varioudly interpreted as an embodiment of
British imperialist values, as a portrayal of 'natural man', or asamoral fable. But
above al isabrilliant narrative, depicting Crusoe's transformation from terrified
survivor to self-sufficient master of an island. This edition contains afull
chronology of Defoe's life and times, explanatory notes, glossary and a critical
introduction discussing Robinson Crusoe as a pioneering work of modern
psychological realism.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Theoriginal tale of a castaway struggling to survive on aremote desert island, and one of thefirst
novelsin English

The sole survivor of a shipwreck, Robinson Crusoe is washed up on adesert island. In hisjourna he
chronicles his daily battle to stay alive, as he conquers isolation, fashions shelter and clothes, enlists the help
of anative idander who he names 'Friday', and fights off cannibals and mutineers. Written in an age of
exploration and enterprise, it has been variously interpreted as an embodiment of British imperialist values,
asaportrayal of 'natural man', or asamoral fable. But above al isabrilliant narrative, depicting Crusoe's
transformation from terrified survivor to self-sufficient master of an island. This edition contains afull
chronology of Defoe's life and times, explanatory notes, glossary and a critical introduction discussing
Raobinson Crusoe as a pioneering work of modern psychological realism.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date trandations by award-winning trandators.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 7 Up-Defoe's classic novel of shipwreck and survival, now nearly 300 years old, is abridged
competently in this recording. The flavor of the 18th century language is retained, but the plot moves along
at a pace more appealing to 21st century ears. The reader, Martin Shaw, has a pleasant voice, but
unfortunately tendsto trail off at the ends of sentences, losing whole words. Aswith all abridgements, large
sections of the story and entire characters are omitted, but since most of the book tells of Crusoe's solitary
sojourn on theisland, thisis not amajor problem. Thisversion is no substitute for the original, but it would
be a supplemental purchase in libraries where abridgements are popular.

Sarah Flowers, Santa Clara County Library, Morgan Hill, CA

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

One of thefirst novels ever written, Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe (1719), the classic adventure story of a
man marooned on an island for nearly 30 years, is part of our culture. From Scott O'Dell's Island of the Blue
Dolphins (1960) to the recent movie Castaway, the elemental situation of the person suddenly alone, who
must make alife in a dangerous environment, continues to enthrall all ages. Y et few adults, never mind
young people, can wade through Defoe's |lengthy tome with its convoluted eighteenth-century prose. So
here's a shortened storybook version--retold by Timothy Meisin accessible style, yet true to the spirit of the
original and the time when it was first published--in alarge picture-book format with clear type, high-quality
paper, and more than a dozen unforgettable narrative paintings by Wyeth, first published in 1920 and newly
reproduced here in glowing color.

The story begins with the universal quest: the young man in Britain, torn between his safe home and his
hunger for adventure, breaks away from hisloving father and sails away into the unknown. After a series of
harrowing escapes, he's shipwrecked on a desert island. His lively first-person account shows how his
intelligence and education help him survive for many years, and how he uses technology, including guns and
tools salvaged from the ship. He sets up home, reads the Bible, finds a parrot as a pet, and even devises a
calendar to keep track of time. Then one day he finds a human footprint: "Was it someone who could save
me and take me back to civilization? Or was it a savage who landed here?' When some "savages' arrive in
several canoes, he uses his gunsto get rid of them, and he rescues one of their captives, a handsome fellow
with very dark skin. Delighted to have a companion at last, Crusoe names the newcomer Friday (since
Crusoe found him on Friday). Crusoe teaches "my man Friday" to speak English, fire a gun, carve a canoe,
and clothe his nakedness, and they live happily together. Later they rescue a white man and Friday's father
from a group of "savages," and, eventually, they all return to their homes.

Defoeis said to have based his novel on the true adventures of Alexander Selkirk (who spent four or five
years on an island in the South Pacific) and on accounts of other castaways of the time. The survival
adventure is till enthralling. But what about the racism? Thisis clearly the classic colonialist story, but
whose history isit? And how will young people read it today? Isit just boring, politically correct nitpicking
to object to the use of the word "savages' throughout the book and even on the book flap? Y es, there are
some bad guys among the whites, but even they are called "men"; the dark-skinned people are aways known
as "savages." How do wetalk about this story today? The guns and tools make Crusoe boss, but wouldn't
Friday have been able to teach the newcomer some survival skills? Does it never occur to Crusoe to learn
Friday's own name and language? Who discovered whom? Wyeth's clear, action-packed illustrations are
magnificent. But there's one shockingly jarring scene of Friday groveling in gratitude at Crusoe's feet. When


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

the whites say thanks, they embrace each other.

S0, no, the objections are not just P. C. sermonizing. The racism is highly offensive. But the fact that the
story is so widely known and has such elemental appeal makes this an excellent book for discussion,
especially in classes studying the history of exploration and discovery. Louise Erdrich addressed asimilar
problem [BKL Ap 1 99] when she commented that although she had loved the Little House books as a child,
in rereading them as an adult, she was shocked to recognize that "not only was there no consciousness about
the displaced people whose land the newcomers were taking, but also that there was afair amount of
racism.” Still, she disagrees with censorship of any kind: "The best way is for good teachers and parents to
install racism radar detectors so that kids can make their own judgments, because they're going to have to."

Robinson Crusoe is part of the fine Scribner Storybook Classic series that includes The Last of the Mohicans
and Robin Hood, all of which bring readers to Wyeth's paintings. Treasure Island will be out later this year.
Hazel Rochman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Beyond the end of Robinson Crusoe is anew world of fiction. Even though it did not know itself to be a
‘novel,” and even though there were books that we might now call ‘novels' published before it, Robinson
Crusoe has made itself into a prototype . . . Perhaps because of al the novelsthat we haveread . . . the
novelty of Defoe’ sfiction isthe more striking when we return to it. Hereit is, at the beginning of things,
with itsfinal word reaching out into the future.” —from the Introduction by John Mullan

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Hoover :

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it meansthat e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Robinson Crusoe (Penguin Classics).

Diane Gibbons:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Robinson Crusoe
(Penguin Classics)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional
opinion?



Freddie Patton:

Book iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Robinson Crusoe (Penguin Classics) will make
you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Effie Steger:

This Robinson Crusoe (Penguin Classics) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Robinson Crusoe (Penguin Classics) can be one of several great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information
that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it al over the place
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Robinson Crusoe (Penguin
Classics) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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