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Should you watch public television without pledging?...Exceed the posted speed
limit?...Hop a subway turnstile without paying? These questionsillustrate the so-
caled "prisoner's dilemma’, asocial puzzle that we al face every day. Though
the answers may seem simple, their profound implications make the prisoner's
dilemma one of the great unifying concepts of science. Watching players bluff in
a poker game inspired John von Neumann—father of the modern computer and
one of the sharpest minds of the century—to construct game theory, a
mathematical study of conflict and deception. Game theory was readily embraced
at the RAND Corporation, the archetypical think tank charged with formulating
military strategy for the atomic age, and in 1950 two RAND scientists made a
momentous discovery.

Called the "prisoner's dilemma," it is a disturbing and mind-bending game where
two or more people may betray the common good for individual gain. Introduced
shortly after the Soviet Union acquired the atomic bomb, the prisoner's dilemma
quickly became a popular allegory of the nuclear arms race. Intellectuals such as
von Neumann and Bertrand Russell joined military and political leadersin
rallying to the "preventive war" movement, which advocated a nuclear first strike
against the Soviet Union. Though the Truman administration rejected preventive
war the United States entered into an arms race with the Soviets and game theory
developed into a controversial tool of public policy—alternately accused of
justifying arms races and touted as the only hope of preventing them.

A masterful work of science writing, Prisoner's Dilemma weaves together a
biography of the brilliant and tragic von Neumann, a history of pivotal phases of
the cold war, and an investigation of game theory's far-reaching influence on
public policy today. Most important, Prisoner's Dilemma isthe incisive story of a
revolutionary ideathat has been hailed as alandmark of twentieth-century
thought.
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Should you watch public television without pledging?...Exceed the posted speed limit?...Hop a subway
turnstile without paying? These questionsiillustrate the so-called "prisoner's dilemma’, a socia puzzle that
we all face every day. Though the answers may seem simple, their profound implications make the prisoner's
dilemma one of the great unifying concepts of science. Watching players bluff in a poker game inspired John
von Neumann—father of the modern computer and one of the sharpest minds of the century—to construct
game theory, a mathematical study of conflict and deception. Game theory was readily embraced at the
RAND Corporation, the archetypical think tank charged with formulating military strategy for the atomic
age, and in 1950 two RAND scientists made a momentous discovery.

Called the "prisoner's dilemma,” it is a disturbing and mind-bending game where two or more people may
betray the common good for individual gain. Introduced shortly after the Soviet Union acquired the atomic
bomb, the prisoner's dilemma quickly became a popular allegory of the nuclear arms race. Intellectuals such
as von Neumann and Bertrand Russell joined military and political leadersin rallying to the "preventive war"
movement, which advocated a nuclear first strike against the Soviet Union. Though the Truman
administration rejected preventive war the United States entered into an arms race with the Soviets and game
theory developed into a controversial tool of public policy—alternately accused of justifying arms races and
touted as the only hope of preventing them.

A masterful work of science writing, Prisoner's Dilemma weaves together a biography of the brilliant and
tragic von Neumann, a history of pivotal phases of the cold war, and an investigation of game theory's far-
reaching influence on public policy today. Most important, Prisoner's Dilemma is the incisive story of a
revolutionary ideathat has been hailed as alandmark of twentieth-century thought.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Poundstone's three-dimensional outline of game theory mathematics sketches the life of its inventor, John
von Neumann, and his role in Cold War policy-making. Photos.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This very readable book is partly a biography of John von Neumann, partly a nontechnical history of the
branch of mathematics known as game theory, and partly a description of some of the paradoxical findings
that arise from that theory. Von Neumann was a brilliant mathematician who was the major figurein the
Manhattan Project and later an active public figure. Thus, those portions of the book that deal with hislife
are interesting and informative. Those sections that deal with game theory use no mathematics beyond
simple arithmetic and are thus fascinating, thought provoking, and easily accessible to the layperson. For all
biography and science collections.

- Harold D. Shane, Baruch Coll., CUNY

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Both a fascinating biography of von Neumann, the Hungarian exile whose mathematical theories were
building blocks for the A-bomb and the digital computer, and a brilliant social history of game theory and its
rolein the Cold War and nuclear armsrace."--San Francisco Chronicle

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Yvonne Casey:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by
abook. Book has adifferent type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Prisoner's Dilemma: John von
Neumann, Game Theory, and the Puzzle of the Bomb will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Gwen Dawes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Prisoner's Dilemma: John von
Neumann, Game Theory, and the Puzzle of the Bomb is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Andrew Jeffer son:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Prisoner's Dilemma: John
von Neumann, Game Theory, and the Puzzle of the Bomb that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Prisoner's Dilemma: John von Neumann, Game
Theory, and the Puzzle of the Bomb become your personal starter.

Dawn Bliss:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Prisoner's Dilemma: John von Neumann, Game Theory, and the Puzzle of
the Bomb thisreserve consist alot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book ideal al of you.
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