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Decodes the Dead Sea Scrolls to reveal Christianity’s hidden Essene origins

• Reveals the Essenes as key figures behind Jesus’s trial, torture, and crucifixion

• Shows how Jesus, a former Essene himself, was deemed “the Wicked Priest”
for his liberationist politics and humanist bent

• Examines the lost Christian doctrine of reincarnation and the secret role of
Gabriel in the Virgin Birth

The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1947 at Qumran, are generally believed to
have been written by a Jewish sect known as the Essenes between 350 BCE and
70 CE--but until now no convincing methodology has linked the Scrolls to the
actual life and teachings of Jesus. Marvin Vining builds from the controversial
work of Barbara Thiering to demonstrate that the Scrolls do speak directly to the
origins of Christianity and even reflect a mirror image of the Gospels from the
perspective of Jesus’s enemies.

Christianity arose out of a schism between the exclusivist, rigid, and militant
views of the Essenes and the inclusivist, tolerant, and nonviolent views of Jesus.
Jesus was raised an Essene, but he refused to follow their orthodoxy. Vining
shows that the Dead Sea Scrolls are written in a secret coded language called
pesher in which Jesus emerges as the Wicked Priest, the antagonist to the
Teacher of Righteousness who was the leader of the Essenes. Jesus the Wicked
Priest revitalizes the Gospel message by revealing Jesus’s true role as a tireless
social reformer and revolutionary teacher. Vining’s study reopens Christian
doctrinal questions supposedly long settled, such as reincarnation and the Virgin
birth--even demonstrating that these two issues are related. He discloses that the
angel Gabriel was incarnate in a living human being and transmitted the seed of a
holy bloodline to the Virgin Mary.
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Decodes the Dead Sea Scrolls to reveal Christianity’s hidden Essene origins

• Reveals the Essenes as key figures behind Jesus’s trial, torture, and crucifixion

• Shows how Jesus, a former Essene himself, was deemed “the Wicked Priest” for his liberationist politics
and humanist bent

• Examines the lost Christian doctrine of reincarnation and the secret role of Gabriel in the Virgin Birth

The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1947 at Qumran, are generally believed to have been written by a
Jewish sect known as the Essenes between 350 BCE and 70 CE--but until now no convincing methodology
has linked the Scrolls to the actual life and teachings of Jesus. Marvin Vining builds from the controversial
work of Barbara Thiering to demonstrate that the Scrolls do speak directly to the origins of Christianity and
even reflect a mirror image of the Gospels from the perspective of Jesus’s enemies.

Christianity arose out of a schism between the exclusivist, rigid, and militant views of the Essenes and the
inclusivist, tolerant, and nonviolent views of Jesus. Jesus was raised an Essene, but he refused to follow their
orthodoxy. Vining shows that the Dead Sea Scrolls are written in a secret coded language called pesher in
which Jesus emerges as the Wicked Priest, the antagonist to the Teacher of Righteousness who was the
leader of the Essenes. Jesus the Wicked Priest revitalizes the Gospel message by revealing Jesus’s true role
as a tireless social reformer and revolutionary teacher. Vining’s study reopens Christian doctrinal questions
supposedly long settled, such as reincarnation and the Virgin birth--even demonstrating that these two issues
are related. He discloses that the angel Gabriel was incarnate in a living human being and transmitted the
seed of a holy bloodline to the Virgin Mary.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Marvin Vining has produced a fascinating and engaging book with a provocative thesis--namely that the
Dead Sea Scrolls refer directly to Jesus of Nazareth and that the Essene movement that they represent
opposed him as the character they called ‘The Wicked Priest.’ This sort of connection between Jesus and the
Dead Sea Scrolls, both in terms of chronology and history, has been dismissed by almost all scholars in the
field. Vining skillfully puts the case back on the table. He deserves a careful reading by non-specialists and
those in the academy alike.” (James D. Tabor, Ph.D., chairman of the Department of Religious Studies, UNC
Charlotte, and author of)

“Vining’s work is remarkable Christian scholarship. I highly recommend this book to anyone interested in
the Essenes, Jesus, and the early Christian Church.” (Clayton Sullivan, Ph.D., author of Rescuing Jesus from
the Christians)

" . . . an attention-getting and provocative title. Appropriate, too, for the inevitably controversial ideas put
forth in Vining's book. . . . The premise for this interesting interpretation comes from the Dead Sea Scrolls,
which speak of the Teacher and the Wicked Priest." (Curled Up with a Good Book)

" . . . Vining stuck with standard resources and presented the theories in a well thought manner."
(Gesigewigu, Spiralnature.com, Jan 2009)

" . . . takes a hard look at the historical Jesus . . . a startling new look at Christianity." (The Midwest Book
Review, Jul 2008)

"[Vining] makes no excuses for his leaps of faith, but instead documents them as the insights they are. While
this is hardly the first or last word on any of these topics, Vining's unique reconstruction is a valuable
contribution to the field." (The Pokey Finger of God, June 08)

"While this is a book aimed at a Christian audience, it does offer some perspective on Pagan beliefs in the
early Common Era. Whether or not you find it useful in your own understanding of Christian origins, it
should encourage an open-minded approach to religion in general." (Michael Gleason, Witchgrove.com,
April 08)

"Vining shows the reader why Jesus is the Wicked Priest for reacting against some of the strict ascetic and
often self-defeating doctrines of the Essenes. . . . This is a controversial work. It does challenge many
Christian doctrines. Vining has done detailed research and it is apparent in his writing that he is a man of
great faith. . . . suitable for both the interested lay person as well as the biblical scholar." (Jennifer Hoskins,
New Dawn, No. 113, Mar/Apr 2009)

From the Back Cover
RELIGION / CHRISTIAN STUDIES                             

“Marvin Vining has produced a fascinating and engaging book with a provocative thesis--namely that the
Dead Sea Scrolls refer directly to Jesus of Nazareth and that the Essene movement that they represent
opposed him as the character they called ‘The Wicked Priest.’ This sort of connection between Jesus and the



Dead Sea Scrolls, both in terms of chronology and history, has been dismissed by almost all scholars in the
field. Vining skillfully puts the case back on the table. He deserves a careful reading by non-specialists and
those in the academy alike.”
--James D. Tabor, Ph.D., chairman of the Department of Religious Studies, UNC Charlotte, and author of
The Jesus Dynasty

“Vining’s work is remarkable Christian scholarship. I highly recommend this book to anyone interested in
the Essenes, Jesus, and the early Christian Church.”
--Clayton Sullivan, author of Rescuing Jesus from the Christians

The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1947 at Qumran, are generally believed to have been written by a
Jewish sect known as the Essenes between 350 BCE and 70 CE--but until now no convincing methodology
has linked the Scrolls to the actual life and teachings of Jesus. Marvin Vining builds from the controversial
work of Barbara Thiering to demonstrate that the Scrolls do speak directly to the origins of Christianity and
even reflect a mirror image of the Gospels from the perspective of Jesus’s enemies.

Christianity arose out of a schism between the exclusivist, rigid, and militant views of the Essenes and the
inclusivist, tolerant, and nonviolent views of Jesus. Jesus was raised an Essene, but he refused to follow their
orthodoxy. Vining shows that the Dead Sea Scrolls are written in a secret coded language called pesher in
which Jesus emerges as the Wicked Priest, the antagonist to the Teacher of Righteousness who was the
leader of the Essenes. Jesus the Wicked Priest revitalizes the Gospel message by rescuing Jesus’s legacy
from the Essenes’ disinformation to reveal his true role as a tireless social reformer and revolutionary
teacher. Vining’s study reopens Christian doctrinal questions supposedly long settled, such as reincarnation
and the Virgin birth--even demonstrating that these two issues are related. He discloses that the angel Gabriel
was incarnate in a living human being and transmitted the seed of a holy bloodline to the Virgin Mary.

MARVIN VINING, an attorney who is in the process of ordination in the United Methodist Church, spent 14
years researching and writing this book. He is a Biblical scholar who holds a master’s degree in philosophy
and has studied theology for many years. He lives in Mississippi, and his website is
www.MarvinVining.com.

About the Author
Marvin Vining, an attorney who is in the process of ordination in the United Methodist Church, spent 14
years researching and writing this book. He is a Biblical scholar who holds a master's degree in philosophy
and has studied theology for many years. He lives in Mississippi, and his website is
www.MarvinVining.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Miles Towles:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important normally. The book Jesus the Wicked Priest: How Christianity Was Born of an Essene
Schism seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Jesus the Wicked Priest: How Christianity Was
Born of an Essene Schism is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with the book Jesus the Wicked Priest: How Christianity Was Born of an Essene Schism. You never sense



lose out for everything should you read some books.

Michael Crew:

This book untitled Jesus the Wicked Priest: How Christianity Was Born of an Essene Schism to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Christina Harper:

This Jesus the Wicked Priest: How Christianity Was Born of an Essene Schism is great reserve for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Jesus the Wicked Priest: How Christianity Was Born of an Essene Schism in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Denise Wentzel:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for you is Jesus the Wicked Priest: How Christianity Was Born of an Essene Schism this book consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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