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In his long career, Arthur Miller has charted some of the most hidden aspects of
the American character, and made us recognize ourselves. With Homely Girl, A
Life, he turns his attention to a smaller, more intimate, canvas, but one that in its
deceptive delicacy still encompasses a vast range of human fears, ambitions, and
desires. Janice—the eponymous homely girl—has hated her face ever since she
was a child and her mother held up Ivory Snow advertisements to her, saying,
"Now that is beauty." Homely she is, but also fiercely herself. Still,it is not until
she falls in love with a blind musician that she feels her full nature unfold in this
exquisite portrait of a woman finding a language to describe herself.

Flanked by two stories also set in Manhattan, "Fame" and "Fitter's Night,"
Homely Girl, A Life pays homage to a city constantly reinventing itself—and to
the classic Miller themes of work, honor, and identity.

"Chekhovian . . . deserves praising to the top of the highest skyscraper for its
humanity, wit, depth" —A.N. Wilson
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The second short-fiction collection by the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright features two novellas and a
short story.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Although he is one of the most important playwrights of the 20th century, Miller's prose work remains
relatively unknown. This collection of three short stories is to be published in conjunction with his 80th
birthday (October 17). The stories, two of which have been published previously, explore the same basic
themes that permeate his dramatic works-identity, honor, and work. In the title piece a woman whose mother
rather disparagingly compared her with a model in an Ivory Soap ad ("Now that's a beauty") struggles to find
herself against a backdrop of 1930s Socialist chic conformity. It is not until she meets and marries a blind
musician that she begins to blossom. The two remaining stories (both written in 1966) are also gems of
characterization. While prose is not what Miller will be remembered for, he exhibits in this collection an
adroitness with the medium. Publicity surrounding his birthday should generate renewed interest in his
corpus, making purchase of this collection a good choice for public libraries, as well as academic libraries
wanting to offer comprehensive coverage of Miller's life's work.
David W. Henderson, Eckerd Coll. Lib., St. Petersburg, Fla.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Scientific American
Chekhovian . . . deserves praising to the top of the highest skyscraper for its humanity, wit, depth . . .

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Arrington:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
called Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Teresa Burns:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories ended
up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories is not only giving you much more
new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories. You



never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Sena Meyer:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories book is readable by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you even now thinking Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Tammy Carver:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories as
well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Homely Girl, A Life: And Other Stories to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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