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The vagaries of fashion throughout the ages are a source of endless interest, not
only as indication of our infinite capacity for invention, but also because of the
relationship of costume to shifting cultural patterns. Laver presents in this classic
study the underlying motives of fashion as well as a survey of the history of
costume. He describes the means which have been adopted to satisfy the three
functions of clothes: protection, expression of the personality by sartorial display,
and attractiveness to others. The momentous invention of the needle (some
40,000 years ago), making possible the sewing together of pelts, and the
subsequent introduction of weaving, launched the development of costume as we
know it. All the major historical landmarks -- the Renaissance, the French
Revolution, the Industrial Revolution, the emancipation of women, the two world
wars -- wrought profound changes in attitudes to dress: with matchless skill and
panache Laver related the development of costume and fashion to these social
changes. A new final chapter by Christina Probert brings the history up to the
present day [sic] with a detailed discussion of the enormous variety of postwar
styles, including the New Look, the mini, and punk-influenced clothes. James
Laver (1899-1975) was keeper of the Departments of Prints and Drawings and of
Paintings at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, from 1938 until 1959. He
was also an important and pioneering fashion historian described as “the man in
England who made the study of costume respectable”. Laver is perhaps best
remembered for his contributions to the field of fashion history, an interest in
which emerged through a desire to date images accurately through the clothing
depicted within. Laver defined the relationships between dress design and other
applied arts, and discussed the influence of economic and social factors upon the
development of fashionable taste.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A standard reference for anyone interested in the history of style and clothes.” ([object Object])

About the Author
The late

was Keeper of the Departments of Prints and Drawings and of Paintings at the Victoria and Albert Museum
from 1938 until 1959.

is Senior Research Fellow at the London College of Fashion.

is a fashion writer, author of

and co-author of

.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

Here thing why this Costume and fashion: A concise history (The World of art) are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Costume and fashion: A concise history (The World of art) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Costume and fashion: A concise history (The World of art). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Costume and fashion: A
concise history (The World of art) in e-book can be your choice.

Jarred Chisolm:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Costume and fashion: A concise
history (The World of art) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.



Curtis Graham:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Costume and fashion: A concise history (The World of art), you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Chester Hassel:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Costume and fashion: A concise history (The World of art),
you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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