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At once a pioneering study of evolution and an accessible and lively reading
experience, The Mating Mind marks the arrival of a prescient and provocative
new science writer. Psychologist Geoffrey Miller offers the most convincing—and
radical—explanation for how and why the human mind evolved.

Consciousness, morality, creativity, language, and art: these are the traits that
make us human. Scientists have traditionally explained these qualities as merely
aside effect of surplus brain size, but Miller argues that they were sexual
attractors, not side effects. He bases his argument on Darwin’ stheory of sexual
selection, which until now has played second fiddle to Darwin’ s theory of
natural selection, and draws on ideas and research from awide range of fields,
including psychology, economics, history, and pop culture. Witty, powerfully
argued, and continually thought-provoking, The Mating Mind isalandmark in
our understanding of our own species.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Evolutionary psychology has been called the "new black™ of science fashion, though at its most
controversial, it more resembles the emperor's new clothes. Geoffrey Miller is one of the Y oung Turks trying
to give the phenomenon a better spin. In The Mating Mind, he takes Darwin's "other" evolutionary theory--of
sexual rather than natural selection--and usesit to build atheory about how the human mind has devel oped
the sophistication of a peacock's tail to encourage sexual choice and the refining of art, morality, music, and
literature.

Where many evolutionary psychologists see the mind as a Swiss army knife, and cognitive science seesit as
acomputer, Miller comparesit to an entertainment system, evolved to stimulate other brains. Taking up the
baton from studies such as Richard Dawkins The Sdlfish Gene, it's a dizzyingly ambitious project, which
would be impossibly vague without the ingenuity and irreverence that Miller brings to bear on it. Steeped in
popular culture, the book mixes theories of runaway selection, fitness indicators, and sensory bias with
explanations of why men tip more than women and how femal e choice shaped (quite literally) the penis. It
also extols the sagacity of Mary Poppins. Indeed, Miller allows ideas to cascade at such atorrent that the
steam given off can run the risk of being mistaken for hot air).

That large personalities can be as sexually enticing as oversize breasts or biceps may indeed prove
comforting, but denuding sexual chemistry can be a curiously unsexy business, akin to analyzing humor. As
acourting display of Miller'sintellectual plumage, though, The Mating Mind is formidable, its agent-
provocateur chest swelled with ideas and articulate conjecture. While occasionally his magpie instinct may
loot fool's gold, overall it provides an accessible and attractive insight into modern Darwinism and the
survival of the sexiest. --David Vincent, Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly

The booming but controversial field of evolutionary psychology attempts to explain human feelings and
behaviors as consequences of natural selection, using plausible analogies from the animal kingdom to show
(for example) why we have the capacity to enjoy music, or why men commit violent crimes. Miller, an
evolutionary psychologist at University College-London, argues that much of human character and culture
arose for the same reason peacocks have beautiful tails; mating purposes. A peacock that can find enough to
eat and avoid being eaten despite such an enormous appendage must have very good genes; by displaying its
tail, then, a peacock displays its potential to be agood mate. Miller looks at several kinds of sexual selection.
"Romantic" behavior like the making of complex art wouldn't have helped our ancestors find more food or
avoid predators. It might, however, have helped display the fitness of proto-men for the proto-women with
whom they wanted to mate--and vice versa. If we like to show off our large vocabularies, it's at least in part
because our ancestors sought smart partners. Miller's enjoyable book also surveys animal kingdom parallels
and recent theoretical arguments about sexual selection. Like most popular evolutionary psychologists,
however, Miller doesn't always distinguish between a plausible story and a scientifically testable hypothesis.
And some of his arguments seem covertly circular, or self-serving: Do we really need Darwin to explain why
men publish more books than women? Still, picturing "the human brain as an entertainment system that
evolved to stimulate other brains," Miller provides an articulate and memorable case for the role of sexual
selection in determining human behaviors. Agent, John Brockman.

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.



From Library Journal

Miller (senior research fellow, Centre for Economic Learning and Social Evolution, Univ. Call., London)
here argues that the human mind and human behaviorDincluding language and moralityDhave evolved in
part as aresult of mating choices made by our hominid ancestors over millions of years. In addition to
natural selection, he stresses reproductive adaptations through sexual selection that have emerged in physical
traits to distinguish our unique bipedal species from the quadrupedal great apes. His analysis pays special
attention to ornamentation, courtship displays, group leadership, and aesthetic creativity as heritable fitness
indicators. Miller isto be commended for his frank and learned focus on those sexual aspects of human
nature that have enhanced the evolutionary success of our speciesin terms of both physical characteristics
and social patterns. This fascinating and provocative contribution to understanding human sexuality is highly
recommended for all large science collections.DH. James Birx, Canisius Coll., Buffalo

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bryan Smith:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book The Mating Mind: How Sexua Choice Shaped
the Evolution of Human Nature has been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Mating Mind: How Sexual Choice
Shaped the Evolution of Human Nature is not only giving you more new information but also to get your
friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship while using book The Mating Mind: How Sexual Choice Shaped the Evolution of Human
Nature. You never redly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Ernest Villa;

The guide untitled The Mating Mind: How Sexual Choice Shaped the Evolution of Human Nature is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso will get the e-book of The Mating Mind: How Sexual Choice
Shaped the Evolution of Human Nature from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Michael Durkin:

The book untitled The Mating Mind: How Sexual Choice Shaped the Evolution of Human Nature contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can actually read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-sitein
addition to order it. Have a nice go through.



Kirk Mathews:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among the booksin the
top listing in your reading list will be The Mating Mind: How Sexual Choice Shaped the Evolution of
Human Nature. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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