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Maurice Castle is ahigh-level operative in the British secret service during the
Cold War. He is deeply in love with his African wife, who escaped apartheid
South Africawith the help of his communist friend. Despite his misgivings,
Castle decides to act as a double agent, passing information to the Sovietsto help
hisin-lawsin South Africa. In order to evade detection, he alows his assistant to
be wrongly identified as the source of the leaks. But when suspicions remain,
Castle isforced to make an even more excruciating sacrifice to save himself.
Originally published in 1978, The Human Factor is an exciting novel of
espionage drawn from Greene' s own experiencesin M16 during World War |1,
and ultimately a deeply humanistic examination of the very nature of loyalty.
This edition features a new introduction by Colm Taéibin.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, aswell as up-to-date tranglations by award-winning
translators.
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Maurice Castle is ahigh-level operative in the British secret service during the Cold War. Heisdeeply in
love with his African wife, who escaped apartheid South Africawith the help of his communist friend.
Despite his misgivings, Castle decides to act as a double agent, passing information to the Sovietsto help his
in-laws in South Africa. In order to evade detection, he allows his assistant to be wrongly identified as the
source of the leaks. But when suspicions remain, Castle is forced to make an even more excruciating
sacrifice to save himself. Originally published in 1978, The Human Factor is an exciting novel of espionage
drawn from Greene’ s own experiencesin M6 during World War 11, and ultimately a deeply humanistic
examination of the very nature of loyalty. This edition features a new introduction by Colm Taéibin.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date trandations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Human Factor is Greene' s most extensive attempt to incorporate into fiction what he had learned of
espionage when recruited by M16 during World War Il . . . What it offersis a veteran excursion into

Greene’ simaginative world . . . Sometimes seen as a brooding prober into the dark recesses of the soul
where sins and scruples alike fester, heis equally at home in sending a narrative careering along at break-
neck pace. . . Raising the demarcation line between ‘serious’ fiction and fast-plotted entertainment, Greene
ensures that components of both jostle energizingly together in his pages.” —from the Introduction by Peter
Kemp

From the Inside Flap
Introduction by Peter Kemp

About the Author

Graham Greene (1904-1991), whose long life nearly spanned the length of the twentieth century, was one
of its greatest novelists. Educated at Berkhamsted School and Balliol College, Oxford, he started his career
as a sub-editor of The Times of London. He began to attract notice as a novelist with his fourth book, Orient
Express, in 1932. In 1935, he trekked across northern Liberia, hisfirst experience in Africa, recounted in A
Journey Without Maps (1936). He converted to Catholicism in 1926, an edifying decision, and reported on
religious persecution in Mexico in 1938 in The Lawless Roads, which served as a background for his famous
The Power and the Glory, one of severa “Catholic” novels (Brighton Rock, The Heart of the Matter, The
End of the Affair). During the war he worked for the British secret service in Sierra Leone; afterward, he
began wide-ranging travels as ajournalist, which were reflected in novels such as The Quiet American, Our
Man in Havana, The Comedians, Travels with My Aunt, The Honorary Consul, The Human Factor,
Monsignor Quixote, and The Captain and the Enemy. In addition to his many novels, Graham Greene wrote
several collections of short stories, four travel books, six plays, two books of autobiography—A Sort of Life
and Ways of Escape—two biographies, and four books for children. He also contributed hundreds of essays
and film and book reviewsto The Spectator and other journals, many of which appear in the late collection
Reflections. Most of his novels have been filmed, including The Third Man, which the author first wrote as a
film treatment. Graham Greene was named Companion of Honour and received the Order of Merit among
numerous other awards.

Colm Taibin is the award-winning author of five novels: The South, winner of the Irish Times/Aer Lingus
Literature Prize; The Heather Blazing, winner of the Encore Award for best second novel; The Sory of the
Night; The Blackwater Lightship, which was afinalist for the Booker Prize and the International IMPAC
Dublin Literary Award; and, most recently, The Master, afinalist for the Man Booker Prize. His non-fiction
includes Bad Blood: A Walk Along the Irish Border; Homage to Barcelona; The Sign of the Cross: Travelsin
Catholic Europe; and, most recently, Lovein a Dark Time. He is also the co-author, with Carmen Callil,

of The Modern Library: The 200 Best Novelsin English Snce 1950. Helivesin Dublin, Ireland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Ivan Caputo:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This The Human Factor (Penguin Classics) book is readable by smply you who
hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving The Human
Factor (Penguin Classics) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different asit. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Human Factor (Penguin Classics) is hot loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Aracely Schneider:

This The Human Factor (Penguin Classics) usualy are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Human Factor (Penguin Classics) can be one of
many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this The Human Factor (Penguin Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So, let's have it
and revel in reading.

Frank Jorge:

Precisely why? Because this The Human Factor (Penguin Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret thisinside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So,
still want to hold off having that book? If | were being you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Bryce Adams:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. The Human Factor (Penguin Classics) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual
who have those short spare time problems.
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