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Plants first colonized the land over 430 million years ago, having evolved from
some of the most primitive forms of life. Since then, plants have played a major
role in supplying the atmospheric oxygen we all need to survive. But how did
plants evolve, how has their distribuion and diversity been affected by changes in
climate over millions of years - and how can these processes be studied?

The Evolution of Plants blends evidence from the fossil record and data from
biomolecular studies to tell the story of plant evolution from the earliest forms of
life to the present day. Focusing on the key events during the evolution of plants -
from the colonization of land to the first forests, the emergence of seed plants to
the evolution of flowering plants - its straightforward explanations and clear
illustrations provide the reader with the most accessible introduction to plant
evolution available.

With stunning biome maps illustrating the global distribution of plants during the
different periods of life on Earth, the book explains how the diversity of
vegetation has changed in response to climate, reinforcing the close link between
climate change and the process of biological evolution.

It is a contemporary account of a dynamic field, which is perfect for any student
looking for a broad, balanced introduction to the subject.

Online Resource Centre
The Online Resource Centre to accompany The Evolution of Plants features
- figures from the book in electronic format, for use by registered adopters;
- Journal Clubs, which encourage students to critically evaluate and engage with
published research related to topics explored in the book
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forms of life. Since then, plants have played a major role in supplying the atmospheric oxygen we all need to
survive. But how did plants evolve, how has their distribuion and diversity been affected by changes in
climate over millions of years - and how can these processes be studied?

The Evolution of Plants blends evidence from the fossil record and data from biomolecular studies to tell the
story of plant evolution from the earliest forms of life to the present day. Focusing on the key events during
the evolution of plants - from the colonization of land to the first forests, the emergence of seed plants to the
evolution of flowering plants - its straightforward explanations and clear illustrations provide the reader with
the most accessible introduction to plant evolution available.

With stunning biome maps illustrating the global distribution of plants during the different periods of life on
Earth, the book explains how the diversity of vegetation has changed in response to climate, reinforcing the
close link between climate change and the process of biological evolution.

It is a contemporary account of a dynamic field, which is perfect for any student looking for a broad,
balanced introduction to the subject.
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The Online Resource Centre to accompany The Evolution of Plants features
- figures from the book in electronic format, for use by registered adopters;
- Journal Clubs, which encourage students to critically evaluate and engage with published research related
to topics explored in the book
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "This is one of those rare books that one can honestly label 'outstanding'"
--Amazon

About the Author

Kathy Willis, Department of Zoology, University of Oxford,Jennifer McElwain, School of Biology &
Environmental Science, University College Dublin

Kathy Willis is Director of the Biodiversity Institute in the Zoology Department at the University of Oxford
and a Professorial Fellow at Merton College. She gained her first degree in Geography and Environmental
Science from the University of Southampton, and a Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge in Plant
Sciences. In her early postdoctoral career, Kathy held a Selwyn College Research Fellowship and then a
NERC Postdoctoral Fellowship in the Department of Plant Sciences, University of Cambridge. This was
followed by a Royal Society University Research Fellowship in the Godwin Institute for Quaternary
Research, University of Cambridge. Kathy moved to a University Lectureship in the School of Geography
and the Environment, University of Oxford in 1999 where she established the Oxford Long-term Ecology
Laboratory in 2002 and was made a Professor of Long-term Ecology in 2008.

Jennifer C McElwain received her B.A. in Botany from Trinity College Dublin in 1993 and her PhD in
Paleobotany in 1997 from Royal Holloway College, University of London. She was a Natural Environment
Research Council Post Doctoral research associate between 1997 and 1998 and a Leverhulme Postdoctoral
Fellow between 1998 and 2000. McElwain held the position of Assistant Curator of Paleobotany at the Field
Museum of Natural History in Chicago between 2000 and 2003 and was Associate Curator of Paleobotany
from 2003 until 2006, when she took up her current position as Lecturer in Plant Palaeobiology and
Palaeoecology in the School of Biology and Environmental Science at University College Dublin. She is a
Research Associate of the Field Museum and an Adjunct Associate Professor at Northwestern University,
USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Horton:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Evolution of Plants. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Evolution of
Plants. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.



John Dumas:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Evolution of Plants had been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
publication The Evolution of Plants is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship while using book The Evolution of Plants. You never sense lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Marylouise Potter:

Here thing why that The Evolution of Plants are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining
a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
The Evolution of Plants giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no guide that similar with The Evolution of Plants. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The
Evolution of Plants in e-book can be your alternative.

Edward Grimes:

This The Evolution of Plants is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Evolution of Plants in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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