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The massive disorder and economic ruin following the Second World War
inevitably predetermined the scope and intensity of the Cold War. But why did it
last so long? And what impact did it have on the United States, the Soviet Union,
Europe, and the Third World? Finally, how did it affect the broader history of the
second half of the twentieth century - what were the human and financial costs?
This Very Short Introduction provides a clear and stimulating interpretive
overview of the Cold War, one that will both invite debate and encourage deeper
investigation.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
Small but impressive Soldier Magazine

About the Author

Robert J. McMahon is Professor of History at the University of Florida, and President of the Society of
Historians of American Foreign Relations. Among his many acclaimed books are The Cold War on the
Periphery: the United States, India, and Pakistan (1994), and The Limits of Empire: the US and Southeast
Asia since World War II (1999). He has held visiting professorships in Britain and Ireland as well as in Asia
and around the US. He received the Bernath article prize from SHAFR in 1989 and the Bernath lectureship
in 1991.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

Here thing why that The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). It gives you thrill looking
at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Cold
War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be your alternative.

Jose Scott:

Precisely why? Because this The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.



Michael Joslyn:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Cold War: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Michael Mantz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Cold
War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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