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When American and South Vietnamese forces, led by General Creighton
Abrams, launched an attack into neutral Cambodiain 1970, the invasion ignited a
firestorm of violent antiwar protests throughout the United States, dealing yet
another blow to Nixon's troubled presidency. But, as John Shaw shows, the
campaign also proved to be amajor military success.

Most histories of the Vietnam War either give the Cambodian invasion short
shrift or merely criticizeit for its political fallout, thus neglecting one of the
campaign's key dimensions. Approaching the subject from a distinctly military
perspective, Shaw shows how this carefully planned and executed offensive
provided essential support for Nixon's "decent interval" and " peace with honor"
strategies-by eliminating North Vietnamese sanctuaries and supply bases located
less than a hundred miles from Saigon and by pushing Communist troops off the
Vietnamese border.

Despite the political cloud under which the operation was conducted, Shaw
argues that it was not only the best of available choices but one of the most
successful operations of the entire war, sustaining light casualties while
protecting American troop withdrawal and buying time for Nixon's pacification
and "Vietnamization" strategies. He also shows how the United States took full
advantage of fortuitous events, such as the overthrow of Cambodia's Prince
Sihanouk, the redeployment of North Vietnamese forces, and the late arrival of
Spring monsoons.

Although critics of the operation have protested that the North Vietnamese never
did attack out of Cambodia, Shaw makes a persuasive case that the near-border
threat was very real and imminent. In the end, he contends, the campaign
effectively precluded any major North Vietnamese military operations for over a
year.

Based on exhaustive research and a deep analysis of the invasion's objectives,
planning, organization, and operations, Shaw's shrewd study encourages a
newfound respect for one of America's genuine military successes during the
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The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America’'s Vietham War By John M. Shaw

When American and South Viethamese forces, led by General Creighton Abrams, launched an attack into
neutral Cambodiain 1970, theinvasion ignited a firestorm of violent antiwar protests throughout the United
States, dealing yet another blow to Nixon's troubled presidency. But, as John Shaw shows, the campaign also
proved to be amajor military success.

Most histories of the Vietham War either give the Cambodian invasion short shrift or merely criticize it for
its palitical fallout, thus neglecting one of the campaign's key dimensions. Approaching the subject from a
distinctly military perspective, Shaw shows how this carefully planned and executed offensive provided
essential support for Nixon's "decent interval” and "peace with honor" strategies-by eliminating North
Vietnamese sanctuaries and supply bases located less than a hundred miles from Saigon and by pushing
Communist troops off the Vietnamese border.

Despite the political cloud under which the operation was conducted, Shaw argues that it was not only the
best of available choices but one of the most successful operations of the entire war, sustaining light
casualties while protecting American troop withdrawal and buying time for Nixon's pacification and
"Vietnamization" strategies. He also shows how the United States took full advantage of fortuitous events,
such as the overthrow of Cambodias Prince Sihanouk, the redeployment of North Viethamese forces, and
the late arrival of spring monsoons.

Although critics of the operation have protested that the North Vietnamese never did attack out of Cambodia,
Shaw makes a persuasive case that the near-border threat was very real and imminent. In the end, he
contends, the campaign effectively precluded any major North Vietnamese military operations for over a
year.

Based on exhaustive research and a deep analysis of the invasion's objectives, planning, organization, and
operations, Shaw's shrewd study encourages a newfound respect for one of America's genuine military
successes during the war.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Stunning in its research and highly sophisticated in its analysis, thisis far and away the best study we have
of the tactics and strategy used during the invasion of Cambodia.”—Robert K. Brigham, author of
Guerrilla Diplomacy: The NLF’' s Foreign Relations and the Vietham War “A valuable contribution toward
understanding one of the most controversial operations of the Vietham War.”—James H. Willbanks, author
of Abandoning Vietham: How America Left and South Vietham Lost Its War “Revisionist scholarship at its
best, Shaw’ s work highlights once again the cruel ironies of the American agony in Vietham.”—Timothy J.
Lomperis, author of From People’ s War to People’ s Rule: Insurgency, Intervention, and the Lessons of
Vietnam

From the Back Cover

"Stunning in its research and highly sophisticated in its analysis, thisis far and away the best study we have
of the tactics and strategy used during the invasion of Cambodia."--Robert K. Brigham, author of Guerrilla
Diplomacy: The NLF's Foreign Relations and the Vietnam War

"A valuable contribution toward understanding one of the most controversial operations of the Vietnam
War."--James H. Willbanks, author of Abandoning Vietnam: How America Left and South Vietnam Lost Its
War

"Revisionist scholarship at its best, Shaw's work highlights once again the cruel ironies of the American
agony in Vietnam."--Timothy J. Lomperis, author of From People's War to Peopl€e's Rule: Insurgency,
Intervention, and the Lessons of Vietham

About the Author

John M. Shaw has taught military history at the U.S. Military and Air Force academies and has most recently
served as military assistant and speechwriter to the Secretary of the Army. Heis coauthor of Atlas of
Warfare since 1945.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Walter Jones:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America's
Vietnam War seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and
Americas Vietnam War is not only giving you alot more new information but also to be your friend when
you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all
the book The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America's Vietnam War. Y ou never truly feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.



Marie Walsh:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader
with their story aswell as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin thisworld always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some anaysis before they write to their book. One of
them is this The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America's Vietham War.

ChrisHolmes:

This The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America's Vietham War is new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information asit relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Cambodian
Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America’s Vietham War can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form whichis
reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially
thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't missthe ideal
Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Stacy Knarr:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive
and Americas Vietnam War can give you alot of good friends because by you investigating this one book
you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me
have The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and Americas Vietnam War.
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