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Kidnapped from Galway, Ireland, as a young girl, shipped to Barbados, and
forced to work the land alongside African slaves, Cot Daley's life has been
shaped by injustice. In this stunning debut novel, Kate McCafferty re-creates,
through Cot's story, the history of the more than fifty thousand Irish who were
sold as indentured servants to Caribbean plantation owners during the
seventeenth century. As Cot tells her story-the brutal journey to Barbados, the
harrowing years of fieldwork on the sugarcane plantations, her marriage to an
African slave and rebel leader, and the fate of her children—her testimony
reveals an exceptional woman's astonishing life.
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Kidnapped from Galway, Ireland, as a young girl, shipped to Barbados, and forced to work the land
alongside African slaves, Cot Daley's life has been shaped by injustice. In this stunning debut novel, Kate
McCafferty re-creates, through Cot's story, the history of the more than fifty thousand Irish who were sold as
indentured servants to Caribbean plantation owners during the seventeenth century. As Cot tells her story-the
brutal journey to Barbados, the harrowing years of fieldwork on the sugarcane plantations, her marriage to an
African slave and rebel leader, and the fate of her children—her testimony reveals an exceptional woman's
astonishing life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Between 1558 and 1603, the British government sought to meet the needs of a growing empire by sending
tens of thousands of Irish men, women and children to the New World. They were technically indentured
servants not slaves but this distinction was illusory: the initial term of indenture could be extended
indefinitely. McCafferty explains this neglected piece of history in the preface to her debut novel. The brief
recital of historical facts sets the tone for a story in which much is told and little is shown. This tendency is
inherent in the novel's form: most of the tale is delivered as an oral narrative, told by Cot Daley, who was 10
years old when she was kidnapped from Galway and sent to Barbados. Now a young woman, she has been
imprisoned for her role in an uprising in which Irish servants and African slaves rebelled against the
plantation owners. Cot's largely unrelieved rendition of her life story paragraph after paragraph of her
"testimony" never acquires the immediacy of a compelling voice, being more a litany of brutal experiences
than an affecting insight into a woman's inner life. Interruptions by a secondary character the British officer
interrogating Daley are jarring reminders of the awkward construction. Unfortunately, this form undermines
the author's gifts as a stylist. And despite the legendary Celtic propensity for poetic speech, it is hard to
believe that an unschooled Irish peasant would say anything even approximating "For once again I felt the
manic demiurge called hope."

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
McCafferty's haunting novel chronicles an overlooked chapter in the annals of human slavery. In the mid-
seventeenth century, it was not unusual for Irish citizens to be kidnapped and sold into indentured servitude
to provide economical labor for the plantation owners of the Caribbean. Abducted at the age of 10, Cot
Daley is subjected to one bewildering indignity after another as she is sold and resold as both a house servant
and a field hand. Eventually incarcerated for her participation in a mixed-race slave revolt, she is questioned
by Peter Coote, an English physician commissioned by the governor to evaluate the utility of the various
races of slaves residing in Barbados. Spinning an incredible tale of inhumanity, Cot recounts her life as a
slave, her marriage to a proud African rebel, and her role in a noble, but doomed, uprising against the brutal
plantation owners. A meticulously researched piece of historical fiction that will keep readers both horrified
and mesmerized. Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"McCafferty's haunting novel chronicles an overlooked chapter in the annals of human slavery... Abducted at
the age of 10, Cot Daley is subjected to one bewildering indignity after another as she is sold and resold as
both a house servant and a field hand. Eventually incarcerated for her participation in a mixed-race slave
revolt, she is questioned by Peter Coote, an English physician commissioned by the governor to evaluate the
utility of the various races of slaves residing in Barbados... Cot recounts her life as a slave, her marriage to a
proud African rebel, and her role in a noble, but doomed, uprising against the brutal plantation owners. A
meticulously researched piece of historical fiction that will keep readers both horrified and mesmerized."
Booklist "Thousands of Irish men, women and children were sold into slavery to work in the sugarcane fields
of Barbados in the 17th century... McCafferty has researched her theme well and, through Cot, shows us the
terrible indignities and suffering endured." Irish Independent "McCafferty's imagined oral record is
convincing - a harrowing tale about events too long ignored by textbooks." Los Angeles Times "McCafferty
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does a remarkably vivid and thorough job of portraying what life was like for the indentured Irish." Boston
Globe"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Thomas:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Testimony of an Irish Slave Girl. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Testimony of
an Irish Slave Girl. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need
to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Taylor Becker:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Testimony of an Irish Slave Girl book is readable by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Testimony of an Irish Slave
Girl content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Testimony of an Irish
Slave Girl is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Kimberly Martin:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Testimony of an Irish Slave Girl.

Larry Pulido:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to



spread out your book? Or just trying to find the Testimony of an Irish Slave Girl when you needed it?
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