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Jeffrey Dahmer. Ted Bundy. John Wayne Gacy. Over the past thirty years, serial
killers have become iconic figures in America, the subject of made-for-TV
movies and mass-market paperbacks alike. But why do we find such luridly
transgressive and horrific individuals so fascinating? What compels us to look
more closely at these figures when we really want to look away? Natural Born
Celebrities considers how serial killers have become lionized in American
culture and explores the consequences of their fame.

David Schmid provides a historical account of how serial killers became famous
and how that fame has been used in popular media and the corridors of the FBI
alike. Ranging from H. H. Holmes, whose killing spree during the 1893 Chicago
World's Fair inspired The Devil in the White City, right up to Aileen Wuornos,
the lesbian prostitute whose vicious murder of seven men would serve as the
basis for the hit film Monster, Schmid unveils a new understanding of serial
killers by emphasizing both the social dimensions of their crimes and their
susceptibility to multiple interpretations and uses. He also explores why serial
killers have become endemic in popular culture, from their depiction in The
Silence of the Lambs and The X-Files to their becoming the stuff of trading cards
and even Web sites where you can buy their hair and nail clippings.

Bringing his fascinating history right up to the present, Schmid ultimately argues
that America needs the perversely familiar figure of the serial killer now more
than ever to manage the fear posed by Osama bin Laden since September 11.
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Jeffrey Dahmer. Ted Bundy. John Wayne Gacy. Over the past thirty years, serial killers have become iconic
figures in America, the subject of made-for-TV movies and mass-market paperbacks alike. But why do we
find such luridly transgressive and horrific individuals so fascinating? What compels us to look more closely
at these figures when we really want to look away? Natural Born Celebrities considers how serial killers
have become lionized in American culture and explores the consequences of their fame.

David Schmid provides a historical account of how serial killers became famous and how that fame has been
used in popular media and the corridors of the FBI alike. Ranging from H. H. Holmes, whose killing spree
during the 1893 Chicago World's Fair inspired The Devil in the White City, right up to Aileen Wuornos, the
lesbian prostitute whose vicious murder of seven men would serve as the basis for the hit film Monster,
Schmid unveils a new understanding of serial killers by emphasizing both the social dimensions of their
crimes and their susceptibility to multiple interpretations and uses. He also explores why serial killers have
become endemic in popular culture, from their depiction in The Silence of the Lambs and The X-Files to their
becoming the stuff of trading cards and even Web sites where you can buy their hair and nail clippings.

Bringing his fascinating history right up to the present, Schmid ultimately argues that America needs the
perversely familiar figure of the serial killer now more than ever to manage the fear posed by Osama bin
Laden since September 11.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a persuasively argued, meticulously researched, and compelling examination of the media
phenomenon of the 'celebrity criminal' in American culture. It is highly readable as well." - Joyce Carol
Oates"

About the Author

David Schmid is assistant professor of English at the University at Buffalo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jenifer Bell:

Here thing why that Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American
Culture giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
book that similar with Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Natural
Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture in e-book can be your option.

Lewis Farnsworth:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers
in American Culture, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Robert Victor:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to you is Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture this guide consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

William Levitt:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This particular Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American
Culture can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in
American Culture.
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