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Critics have long treated the most important intellectual movement of modern
history--the Enlightenment--as if it took shape in the absence of opposition. In
this groundbreaking new study, Darrin McMahon demonstrates that, on the
contrary, contemporary resistance to the Enlightenment was a magjor cultural
force, shaping and defining the Enlightenment itself from the moment of
inception, while giving rise to an entirely new ideological phenomenon-what we
have cometo think of asthe "Right." McMahon skillfully examines the Counter-
Enlightenment, showing that it was an extensive, international, and thoroughly
modern affair.

i Download Enemies of the Enlightenment: The French Counter-E ...pdf

@ Read Online Enemies of the Enlightenment: The French Counter ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0195158938

Enemies of the Enlightenment: The French Counter-
Enlightenment and the Making of Modernity

By Darrin M. McMahon

Enemies of the Enlightenment: The French Counter-Enlightenment and the M aking of M oder nity By
Darrin M. McMahon

Critics have long treated the most important intellectual movement of modern history--the Enlightenment--as
if it took shape in the absence of opposition. In this groundbreaking new study, Darrin McMahon
demonstrates that, on the contrary, contemporary resistance to the Enlightenment was amajor cultural force,
shaping and defining the Enlightenment itself from the moment of inception, while giving rise to an entirely
new ideological phenomenon-what we have come to think of asthe "Right." McMahon skillfully examines
the Counter-Enlightenment, showing that it was an extensive, international, and thoroughly modern affair.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

History has often overlooked the men and women who resisted the triumphal progress of Western society
toward Reason: spiritual Luddites, it seems at first glance, hoping to smash the ideological machinery of
atheism and demacracy. But in this sophisticated deconstruction of conservative opposition to the
Enlightenment, McMahon, afellow in history at NY U, re-envisions intellectual history from 1750 to 1830 as
an ideological dialectic foreshadowing the culture wars of our own time and helping to define modernity. As
McMahon shows, many Catholics saw Voltaire and hisilk as harbingers of degenerate hedonism, a
diabolical menace to church, state and family. These anti-philosophes accused their enemies of practicing the
very intolerance they condemned, and were convinced that danger lurked in philosophic fanaticism. Their
horrified voices, audible from the mid-18th century on, became louder as the Enlightenment gathered
momentum. Unable to stop the French Revolution, their protests seemed prophetic to many when idealism
turned to terror. The ghost of Counter-Enlightenment ideol ogy has been conspicuous in more recent timesin
Spain, Italy and Latin America, just as the specter of |eftist violence has been repeatedly invoked.
McMahon's argument is deeply versed in recent scholarship; his proseis polished, and the book is illustrated
with compelling examples of visual propaganda (notably, Voltaire caught in flagrante delicto). While this
title lacks the mass appeal of Simon Schama's Citizens or other narrative-oriented histories of the revolution,
its relevance to conservative-liberal tensionsin the U.S. make it worthy of broad intellectual discussion.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

"excellently researched and elegantly written study . . . . Using the theoretical and methodological tools
forged in the last three decades of enlightenment scholarship, McMahon enriches our understanding of
antiphilosophie by broadening the focus of inquiry to include names of largely forgotten men and women
from varying geographical and confessional backgrounds whose opposition to the values of the Age of
Enlightenment helped to define it as an intellectual movement. What we are looking at in thisimportant
study of the dialectics of Counter-Enlightenment is, in fact, the genesis of the European political Right from
its last decade of the ancien regime to the postmodernist era."-- The Historian

"A well-written study...of an early culture war that will not be unfamiliar to us today -- awar of mutual
simplification and caricature spiraling downward into suspicion and hate....Presents a useful genealogy of a
brand of conservatism that remained influential through the mid-20th century, and, more pressingly, arough
template for a host of counter-Enlightenment ideas that are with us till today, from Cambridge to Kabul."--
Wall Street Journal

"[1]n this sophisticated deconstruction of conservative opposition to the Enlightenment,
McMahon...reenvisions intellectual history from 1750 to 1830 as an ideological dialectic foreshadowing the
culture wars of our own time and hel ping to define modernity."--Publishers Weekly



"This well-researched and beautifully written study applies insights of recent Enlightenment historiography
to the heretofore neglected area of the anti-philosophes." --Choice

"Beyond its chronological breadth and the relative novelty of its subject, this book has much to recommend
it. Well-written and deeply researched, it takes up important historiographical questions. McMahons's work
answers Roger Chartier's question about whether the existence of the Enlightenment was merely afragment
of the revolutionaries imagination."--Journal of Social History

About the Author
Darrin M. McMahon Term Member Council on Foreign Relations

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Vicki Shah:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly fed enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Enemies of the Enlightenment: The French Counter-
Enlightenment and the Making of Modernity.

Ellen Weiss:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How alot moreto be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Enemies of the Enlightenment: The
French Counter-Enlightenment and the Making of Modernity book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Fred Dean:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Enemies of the Enlightenment: The
French Counter-Enlightenment and the Making of Modernity is simple to create you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Jody Tolar:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Enemies of the Enlightenment: The French Counter-
Enlightenment and the Making of Modernity was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big selling point of abook, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike
today, many waysto get book that you wanted.
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