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Distrusting Educational Technology critically explores the optimistic consensus
that has arisen around the use of digital technology in education. Drawing on a
variety of theoretical and empirical perspectives, this book shows how apparently
neutral forms of educational technology have actually served to align educational
provision and practices with neo-liberal values, thereby eroding the nature of
education as a public good and moving it instead toward the individualistic
tendencies of twenty-first century capitalism.

Following a wide-ranging interrogation of the ideological dimensions of
educational technology, this book examines in detail specific types of digital
technology in use in education today, including virtual education, ‘open’ courses,
digital games, and social media. It then concludes with specific recommendations
for fairer forms of educational technology. An ideal read for anyone interested in
the fast-changing nature of contemporary education, Distrusting Educational
Technology comprises an ambitious and much-needed critique.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Neil Selwyn’s book is a superb analysis of the key reasons to ‘distrust’ many aspects of the use and
application of technology as represented to teachers, students and educationalists. His book is not a simple
or crude polemic attack directed at ‘technology’ digital or otherwise, it is in fact a work that promotes
thinking and provokes reflection on many of our assumptions regarding the usefulness and application
benefit for both the individual student and society of assuming that technology as such is a politically –
ideologically free agent in all our lives and simply a ‘good thing’." - John Senior, Gifted Education
International

“Beginning with Thomas Edison's 1913 proclamation that motion picture machines would replace books in
the schools, a never-ending stream of boosters and self-styled reformers have sought to ‘revolutionize’
education through massive infusions of technology.  Neil Selwyn's masterful study examines today's leading
contenders – social media, gaming, open source, and others – revealing the dubious ideological, economic,
and political agendas at the basis of their schemes.  Clearly the best book on educational technology of this
generation, it will shake the digital establishment to its core.” - Langdon Winner, author of The Whale
and the Reactor and Thomas Phelan Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences, Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, USA

"Distrusting Educational Technology is exactly the kind of book that anyone concerned with major current
trends in educational reform, policy, and practice needs at this time. It illuminates crucial questions and
raises important cautions that tend to be ignored as we all too often assume that a technology driven
education will solve most of our problems. Neil Selwyn has much to teach us about the dangers of easy
technical solutions to complex social and educational problems." - Michael W. Apple, author of Can
Education Change Society? and John Bascom Professor of Curriculum and Instruction and
Educational Policy Studies  University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA

 

About the Author

Neil Selwyn is Professor of Education at Monash University, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Baron:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Distrusting Educational Technology:
Critical Questions for Changing Times will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence



if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book
or ideal book with you?

Brandi Cardoza:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical Questions for Changing Times, you are able to tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a book.

Brian Bauer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Distrusting Educational Technology:
Critical Questions for Changing Times e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical Questions for Changing Times as good book not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Clayton Johnson:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical Questions for Changing Times can make you
feel more interested to read.
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