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For decades, Arab states and societies have been involved in an ongoing conflict
over the goals and norms of Arabism. In this comprehensive study, Michael
Barnett explores the relationships between Arab identity, the meaning of
Arabism, and desired regional order in the Middle East from 1920 to the present,
focusing on Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Yemen, and Saudi Arabia.
Barnett examines the state system in four distinct time frames: the mandate
period to the establishment of the League of Arab States in 1945; 1945 through
the Baghdad Pact of 1955; the Suez War through the 1967 war; and 1967 through
the Gulf War. Within each of these time frames, the Arab states' relationship to
unification, the West, and confrontation with Zionism are addressed.

Does Arab unity depend on excluding Western influences? Can an Arab state be
at once Islamic and democratic? Why can't the Arab states agree on a common
government? Barnett argues that the Arab states' symbolic and strategic
interactions were responsible for the alterations in the norms of Arabism, and
ultimately, the fragamentation that currently defines the region.
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For decades, Arab states and societies have been involved in an ongoing conflict over the goals and norms of
Arabism. In this comprehensive study, Michael Barnett explores the relationships between Arab identity, the
meaning of Arabism, and desired regional order in the Middle East from 1920 to the present, focusing on
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Yemen, and Saudi Arabia. Barnett examines the state system in four
distinct time frames: the mandate period to the establishment of the League of Arab States in 1945; 1945
through the Baghdad Pact of 1955; the Suez War through the 1967 war; and 1967 through the Gulf War.
Within each of these time frames, the Arab states' relationship to unification, the West, and confrontation
with Zionism are addressed.

Does Arab unity depend on excluding Western influences? Can an Arab state be at once Islamic and
democratic? Why can't the Arab states agree on a common government? Barnett argues that the Arab states'
symbolic and strategic interactions were responsible for the alterations in the norms of Arabism, and
ultimately, the fragamentation that currently defines the region.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is an interesting and valuable contribution to the debate about the nature of Arab politics." -- A.M.
Ansari, CMEIS, University of Durham, "Journal of Islamic Studies"

"" -- A.M. Ansari, CMEIS, University of Durham, "Journal of Islamic Studies"

"" -- A.M. Ansari, CMEIS, University of Durham, "Journal of Islamic Studies"

Review

This book offers a very different view from standard accounts of how to think about Arab politics and, by
extension, how to think about international relations generally. Barnett argues that the international relations
of the Middle East were not formed by the interests that each country and leader brought to the table. Rather,
they developed out of conversations these leaders held over several decades and the symbols that arose out of
these conversations. Dialogues in Arab Politics opens a new window into the dynamics of the international
relations of the Middle East and gives us new insights into thinking about other forms of international
relations as well.

(Joel S. Migdal, University of Washington)

Contrary to most analysts, who rely on classic balance-of-power explanations for Middle East international
outcomes, Barnett argues that inter-Arab politics can best be understood as a constantly evolving conflict to
define what Arabism means and how those meanings inform definitions of self-interest. No one interested in
the international relations of the region can afford to ignore this book.

(Gregory Gause, University of Vermont)

About the Author

Michael N. Barnett is professor of political science at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Dialogues in Arab Politics.



Evelyn Spencer:

Typically the book Dialogues in Arab Politics will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very
suitable to you. The book Dialogues in Arab Politics is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Micheal Ruiz:

Precisely why? Because this Dialogues in Arab Politics is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of gains than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Hilary Rangel:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Dialogues in Arab Politics is simple to
bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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