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Democratic Insecurities focuses on the ethics of military and humanitarian
intervention in Haiti during and after Haiti's 1991 coup. In this remarkable
ethnography of violence, Erica Caple James explores the traumas of Haitian
victims whose experiences were denied by U.S. officials and recognized only
selectively by other humanitarian providers. Using vivid first-person accounts
from women survivors, James raises important new guestions about humanitarian
aid, structural violence, and political insecurity. She discusses the politics of
postconflict assistance to Haiti and the challenges of promoting demacracy,
human rights, and justice in societies that experience chronic insecurity.
Similarly, she finds that efforts to promote political development and
psychosocial rehabilitation may fail because of competition, strife, and
corruption among the individuals and institutions that implement such initiatives.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Highly recommended. . . by highlighting the vivi first-person accounts of female survivors, the author raises
important questions about humanitarian aid, structural violence, and political insecurity, while
simultaneously outlining some of the ethical quandaries arising from the uses and abuses of power.”

(Choice 2011-05-04)

“Her account is both brave and unsettling. . . . Not only instructive for anthropologists . . . but also for
humanitarian aid providers who momentarily work or are planning to work in Haiti.”
(Hanna Kienzler Somatosphere 2011-05-22)

“[Thig] is one of the most important books on the country published in years. . . . It radiates intelligence and
understanding.”
(Journal Of Sociology & Social Welfare 2011-09-14)

From the Inside Flap

“Haiti’ s catastrophic earthquake follows a decade of crisisin governance and in everyday social life. Erica
James’ s powerful ethnographic study shows how insecurity has been created, victimhood shaped, and trauma
mediated under long-term conditions of grinding poverty punctuated by periodic disaster and interventions
both external and domestic. The international and unintended conseguences have commodified suffering,
ingtitutionalized insecurity, and fashioned a troubling and troubled ‘ democracy.” This book isamajor
achievement!”—Arthur Kleinman, author of What Really Matters: Living a Moral Life amidst Uncertainty
and Danger

"Thisis aremarkable piece of scholarship. Erica James has raised the bar as far as solid ethnographic inquiry
in Haiti goes and draws on a diverse set of theoretical traditions in anthropology and in social theory. Her
research will, | predict, open new doors."—Paul Farmer, Harvard University, founding director of Partnersin
Health

"Erica James book is avivid descent into the ordinary of violence and insecurity, of suffering and trauma, in
acountry that seems to have never completely recovered from past French exploitation and American
imperialism. Based on an ethnography of neighborhoods as well as of aid agencies, the inquiry courageously
guestions our categories of thought and models of action to confront Haitian endless tragedies, from
victimization to humanitarianism, bringing together, in an unprecedented analysis, what she callsthe
economies of terror and the economies of compassion."—Didier Fassin, author of When Bodies Remember

"Democratic Insecurities is awork of extraordinary depth that sets new standards on the themes of violence
and social suffering. The power of the book lies in the great attention to historical and ethnographic detail of
Haitian society and politics through which the doing and undoing of violence is rendered knowable as well
as its command over social theory."—Veena Das, Johns Hopkins University

"James draws us in via an astonishingly vivid and unsettling account of her first weeksin Haiti. Thisbook is
a highly sophisticated, compelling, and instructive read and an outstanding example of ethnography by one



of the leading anthropologists in the field of trauma."—Mary-Jo DelVecchio Good, Harvard University
About the Author

Erica Caple Jamesis Associate Professor of Anthropology at Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Democratic Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and
Intervention in Haiti (California Seriesin Public Anthropology) ended up being making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve
Democratic Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and Intervention in Haiti (California Seriesin Public
Anthropology) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when
you sense bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while
using book Democratic Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and Intervention in Haiti (California Seriesin Public
Anthropology). You never redlly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Kimberly Niemeyer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Democratic
Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and Intervention in Haiti (California Seriesin Public Anthropology) is kind
of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

John McGinnis:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Democratic Insecurities. Violence,
Trauma, and Intervention in Haiti (California Series in Public Anthropology) guide written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still hesitation Democratic |nsecurities: Violence, Trauma, and Intervention in Haiti
(Cdifornia Seriesin Public Anthropology) as good book not ssimply by the cover but also from the content.
Thisis one book that can break don't ascertain book by itsinclude, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.



Teresa Randall:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but novel and Democratic Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and Intervention in
Haiti (California Seriesin Public Anthropology) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Democratic Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and
Intervention in Haiti (California Seriesin Public Anthropology) to make your spare time alot more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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