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A groundbr eaking reexamination of the Holocaust and of how Germans
under stood their genocidal project

Why exactly did the Nazis burn the Hebrew Bible everywhere in Germany on
November 9, 19387 The perplexing event has not been adequately accounted for
by historiansin their large-scal e assessments of how and why the Hol ocaust
occurred. In this gripping new analysis, Alon Confino draws on an array of
archives across three continents to propose a penetrating new assessment of one
of the central moral problems of the twentieth century. To a surprising extent,
Confino demonstrates, the mass murder of Jews during the war years was
powerfully anticipated in the culture of the prewar years.

The author shifts his focus away from the debates over what the Germans did or
did not know about the Holocaust and explores instead how Germans came to
conceive of theidea of a Germany without Jews. He traces the stories the Nazis
told themselves—where they came from and where they were heading—and how
those stories led to the conclusion that Jews must be eradicated in order for the
new Nazi civilization to arise. The creation of this new empire required that Jews
and Judaism be erased from Christian history, and this was the inspiration—and
justification—for Kristallnacht. As Germans imagined a future world without
Jews, persecution and extermination became imaginable, and even justifiable.
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A groundbreaking reexamination of the Holocaust and of how Germans under stood their genocidal
project

Why exactly did the Nazis burn the Hebrew Bible everywhere in Germany on November 9, 1938? The
perplexing event has not been adequately accounted for by historiansin their large-scal e assessments of how
and why the Holocaust occurred. In this gripping new analysis, Alon Confino draws on an array of archives
across three continents to propose a penetrating new assessment of one of the central moral problems of the
twentieth century. To asurprising extent, Confino demonstrates, the mass murder of Jews during the war
years was powerfully anticipated in the culture of the prewar years.

The author shifts his focus away from the debates over what the Germans did or did not know about the
Holocaust and exploresinstead how Germans came to conceive of the idea of a Germany without Jews. He
traces the stories the Nazis told themselves—where they came from and where they were heading—and how
those stories |ed to the conclusion that Jews must be eradicated in order for the new Nazi civilization to arise.
The creation of this new empire required that Jews and Judaism be erased from Christian history, and this
was the inspiration—and justification—for Kristallnacht. As Germans imagined a future world without Jews,
persecution and extermination became imaginable, and even justifiable.
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Editorial Review
Review

"In this pioneering exploration and explanation of Nazi antisemitic violence as afailed cultural revolution,
Alon Confino's presentation is compelling, convincing, and long overdue. Uncovering new evidence and
reexamining what has been known in an original way, A World Without Jews is an important history of
culture as an agent of genocide."—Wendy Lower, author of Hitler’s Furies, National Bood Award Finalist
(Wendy Lower)

“A very original and persuasive account of the Holocaust. With style, imagination, and confidence, Confino
has offered atelling critique of the reading of the Nazis as racial ideol ogues and shown how Nazi
persecution was embedded in Christian imagery and memory.”—Mark Roseman, Indiana University

(Mark Roseman)

"Thousands of books explain the political, social, and ingtitutional origins of the Holocaust. As Alon Confino
shows with style, sensitivity and nuance, the Nazis also built their racial state and committed genocide on the
basis of German collective memory. An important and challenging book that pushes the boundaries of
Holocaust history, A World Without Jews will be widely read and keenly debated."—Dan Stone, Royal
Holloway, University of London

(Dan Stone)

“In thisrefreshingly provocative re-reading of Nazi anti-Semitism, Alon Confino depicts acivilizational
reordering of German origins and the making of aradically transgressive new European order. He
sensitively analyzes how this counter-narrative was cruelly and fanatically implemented from 1933 on and
illustratesit in almost unbearably graphic photographs.” —Steven E. Aschheim, author of At the Edges of
Liberalism

(Steven E. Aschheim)

“Well written [and] provocative.”—Frederic Crome, Library Journal
(Frederic Crome Library Journal)

“Quietly devastating . . . [a] short, staggering new book . . . an absolutely horrifying portrait . . . at once so
disturbing and so hypnotictoread . . . in clear, unsparing prose.. . . . Deserves the widest possible
audience.”—Steve Donoghue, Open Letters

(Steve Donoghue Open Letters)

“Bold and provocative. . . important.”—Jonathan Kirsch, Jewish Journal
(Jonathan Kirsch Jewish Journal)

“Persuasive.”—David Mikics, Tablet
(David Mikics Tablet)

“Confino has done a great service by drawing our attention to the mythic dimension of the Nazis
apocalyptic war against the Jews.”—David Biale, Los Angeles Review of Books
(David Biae Los Angeles Review of Books)



“Highly original and edifying . . . the writing is powerful and convincing and [Confino’s] evidence and
conclusions will certainly push the boundaries of Holocaust scholarship and discussion for years to
come.”—Muichael N. Dobkowski, Jewish Book Council

(Michael N. Dobkowski Jewish Book Council)

“Stimulating . . . chilling . . . [Confing] skillfully shows how the Nazis pursued their own origin myth by
attacking Jewish history and memory.”—Gavriel D. Rosenfeld, Jewish Review of Books
(Gavriel D. Rosenfeld Jewish Review of Books)

“One of the most important books on the Holocaust to be published in recent years . . . ahistorical
breakthrough . . . accessible and fascinating.”—Amos Goldberg, H-Net Reviews
(Amos Goldberg H-Net Reviews)

“Confino’s study is atriumphant demonstration that Nazi anti-Jewish policies are within the realms of
comprehension and that it is possible to find the words to explain them accessibly and forcefully.”—David
Cesarani, Fathom

(David Cesarani Fathom)

“Incisive . .. amajor new interpretation of the Holocaust . . . Confino is such a subtle and persuasive writer .
.. his speculations are never less than compelling.”—Devin O. Pendas, German History
(Devin O. Pendas German History)

“Confino isafluent writer with an eye for salient episodes. . . He moves from bonfire to battlefield,
composing atapestry of unremitting horrors. . . [an] important book.”—Karl E. Meyer, Moment
(Karl E. Meyer Moment)

“A thoughtful, eloquent, and provocative work of intellectual and cultural history . . . [that] may change the
state of play in Holocaust studies for years to come.”—Christopher J. Probst, Contemporary Church History
Quarterly

(Christopher J. Probst Contemporary Church History Quarterly)

“Incisive. . . Confino [is] one of the most gifted historians of modern Germany . . . A World Without Jews
sheds genuinely new light on the inner workings of the Third Reich.”—Thomas Weber, Contemporanea
(Thomas Weber Contemporanea)

“1 have read many books on the Holocaust . . . but | have found Confino’s book the most
illuminating.”—Arnold D. Richards, Journal of the American Psychoanalytical Association
(Arnold D. Richards Journal of the American Psychoanalytical Association)

“One of the most important books on the Holocaust to be published in recent years . . . both a methodol ogical
and a historical breakthrough.”—Amos Goldberg, Journal of Genocide Research
(Amos Goldberg Journal of Genocide Research)

About the Author

Alon Confino is professor of History at the University of Virginiaand at Ben Gurion University, Isragl. He
livesin Charlottesville, VA.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Scott Frew:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book A World Without Jews: The Nazi Imagination from
Persecution to Genocide. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know
about how isimportant a book A World Without Jews: The Nazi Imagination from Persecution to Genocide.
Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, smply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a
book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel uninterested
to gotothelibrary. Let's examine.

Marie Williams:

Beside this A World Without Jews. The Nazi Imagination from Persecution to Genocide in your phone, it
may give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here isfresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have A World Without Jews: The Nazi Imagination from Persecution to
Genocide because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
that? Find this book as well asread it from now!

Cheryl Taylor:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It is known as of
book A World Without Jews. The Nazi Imagination from Persecution to Genocide. Y ou can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.

Shirley Hinkle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra A World Without Jews. The Nazi Imagination
from Persecution to Genocide.
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