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In this major new work, Richard J. Bernstein argues that many of the most
important themes in philosophy during the past one hundred and fifty years are
variations and developments of ideas that were prominent in the classical
American pragmatists: Charles S. Peirce, William James, John Dewey and
George H Mead. Pragmatism begins with a thoroughgoing critique of the
Cartesianism that dominated so much of modern philosophy. The pragmatic
thinkers reject a sharp dichotomy between subject and object, mind-body
dualism, the quest for certainty and the spectator theory of knowledge. They seek
to bring about a sea change in philosophy that highlights the social character of
human experience and normative social practices, the self-correcting nature of all
inquiry, and the continuity of theory and practice. And they-especially James,
Dewey, and Mead-emphasize the democratic ethical-political consequences of a
pragmatic orientation.

Many of the themes developed by the pragmatic thinkers were also central to the
work of major twentieth century philosophers like Wittgenstein and Heidegger,
but the so-called analytic-continental split obscures this underlying continuity.
Bernstein develops an alternative reading of contemporary philosophy that brings
out the persistence and continuity of pragmatic themes. He critically examines
the work of leading contemporary philosophers who have been deeply influenced
by pragmatism, including Hilary Putnam, Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty, and
Robert Brandom, and he explains why the discussion of pragmatism is so alive,
varied and widespread. This lucid, wide-ranging book by one of America's
leading philosophers will be compulsory reading for anyone who wants to
understand the state of philosophy today.
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Pragmatism begins with a thoroughgoing critique of the Cartesianism that dominated so much of modern
philosophy. The pragmatic thinkers reject a sharp dichotomy between subject and object, mind-body
dualism, the quest for certainty and the spectator theory of knowledge. They seek to bring about a sea change
in philosophy that highlights the social character of human experience and normative social practices, the
self-correcting nature of all inquiry, and the continuity of theory and practice. And they-especially James,
Dewey, and Mead-emphasize the democratic ethical-political consequences of a pragmatic orientation.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Whoever wants to understand how the classical pragmatism of Dewey, James and Peirce could survive a
long period of harsh criticism by analytical philosophy and come to vitality again at the end of the 20th
century, should read this book. It is by far the most perceptive account of the persistence of pragmatist
motives and themes in contemporary philosophy. Bernstein succeeds with eloquence, perspicacity and
lucidity to show us why an idea as old as one hundred years is of highest importance for our philosophical
self-understanding today."
Axel Honneth, University of Frankfurt

"Richard Bernstein has written what is by far the best and most sophisticated account of recent and present-
day pragmatist thought, including Rorty's and Brandom's. It is written with Bernstein's characteristic clarity,
and it is the fruit of immense scholarship and deep thinking. It is a book that every serious student of these
thinkers needs to read and think about."
Hilary Putnam, Harvard University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angel Jones:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Pragmatic Turn will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or
reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Arthur Haynes:

This book untitled The Pragmatic Turn to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Renee Wood:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily



share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Pragmatic Turn.

John Razo:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Pragmatic Turn can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.
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