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Stories centering on the lovelorn ghost (Mae Nak) and the magical monk
(Somdet To) are central to Thai Buddhism. Historically important and
emotionally resonant, these characters appeal to every class of follower.
Metaphorically and rhetorically powerful, they invite constant reimagining across
time.

Focusing on representations of the ghost and monk from the | ate eighteenth
century to the present, Justin Thomas McDaniel builds a case for interpreting
modern Thai Buddhist practice through the movements of these transformative
figures. He follows embodiments of the ghost and monk in a variety of genres
and media, including biography, film, television, drama, ritual, art, liturgy, and
the Internet. Sourcing nuns, monks, laypeople, and royalty, he shows how
relations with these figures have been instrumental in crafting histories and
modernities. McDaniel is especially interested in local conceptions of being
"Buddhist" and the formation and transmission of such identities across different
venues and technologies.

Establishing an individual's "religious repertoire" as avalid category of study,
McDaniel explores the performance of Buddhist thought and ritual through
practices of magic, prognostication, image production, sacred protection, and
deity and ghost worship, and clarifies the meaning of multiple cultural
configurations. Listening to popular Thai Buddhist ghost stories, visiting
crowded shrines and temples, he finds concepts of attachment, love, wealth,
beauty, entertainment, graciousness, security, and nationalism all spring from
engagement with the ghost and the monk and are as vital to the making of Thai
Buddhism as venerating the Buddha himself.
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Stories centering on the lovelorn ghost (Mae Nak) and the magical monk (Somdet To) are central to Thai
Buddhism. Historically important and emotionally resonant, these characters appeal to every class of
follower. Metaphorically and rhetorically powerful, they invite constant reimagining across time.

Focusing on representations of the ghost and monk from the late eighteenth century to the present, Justin
Thomas McDaniel builds a case for interpreting modern Thai Buddhist practice through the movements of
these transformative figures. He follows embodiments of the ghost and monk in avariety of genres and
media, including biography, film, television, drama, ritual, art, liturgy, and the Internet. Sourcing nuns,
monks, laypeople, and royalty, he shows how relations with these figures have been instrumental in crafting
histories and modernities. McDanidl is especialy interested in local conceptions of being "Buddhist” and the
formation and transmission of such identities across different venues and technol ogies.

Establishing an individual's "religious repertoire” as avalid category of study, McDaniel exploresthe
performance of Buddhist thought and ritual through practices of magic, prognostication, image production,
sacred protection, and deity and ghost worship, and clarifies the meaning of multiple cultural configurations.
Listening to popular Thai Buddhist ghost stories, visiting crowded shrines and temples, he finds concepts of
attachment, love, wealth, beauty, entertainment, graciousness, security, and nationalism all spring from
engagement with the ghost and the monk and are as vital to the making of Thai Buddhism as venerating the
Buddha himself.
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
EarlineMartin:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Lovelorn Ghost
and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand. All type of book are you able to see on
many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Melanie Roberts:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in
Modern Thailand this guide consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Thisiswhy
this book appropriate al of you.

Mary Haskell:

This The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand is fresh way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The
Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These
books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in e-book form make them fedl tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is absolutely no in reading areserve especially thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actualy. So , don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.



Robert Mayo:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in
Modern Thailand was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some peopl e has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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