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Bill Porter, a Watkins salesman with cerebal palsy, has been featured in a
Portland Oregonian story that was reprinted in Reader’s Digest and an episode of
20/20 in 1995 that is still one of their highest rated segments with the most
viewer response. In March of 2002, TNT will air the made-for-television movie
starring William H. Macy, Helen Mirren, and Kyra Sedgewick based on Bill’s
life. This book will be the only book available about Bill Porter. The book is
written by a woman who first worked for Bill as a typist and driver to deliver his
orders and who later became a friend and co-speaker with him. Through simple
yet moving life lessons, Shelly Brady tells the story of Bill’s life and how she
came to know him. The “ten things” include “Mothers Know Best,”
“Teamwork,” “Persistence Pays Off,” “Don’t Take No for an Answer,” and
“Know Your Limits But Reach Beyond Them.” Included in the book will be
photos of Bill growing up and a few samples of the letters and emails he receives
from those who have heard his story. These lessons may sound simple, but told
through the life and experiences of a man who authorities would have sent to an
institution and who could have lived on disability all his life but instead chose to
take a physically demanding life of a door to door salesman in the worst
neighborhood of Portland (without pay, only commissions), they become
powerful beacons to those of us with fewer obstacles, perhaps, but more
resistance to living fully. Bill Porter graduated from high school at the age of 22
because he first had to go through a special school for the handicapped, even
though his only handicaps are physical and not mental. Rather than take
disability, he sought a job and eventually was able to sell Watkins products door
to door because he would work totally on commission and took on a territory no
one else wanted. He went on to become the top grossing salesman in Portland,
the Northwest, and the U.S. Bill has found ways to live the life he wants
regardless of the nay-sayers around him. Whether it is finding cooperative
bellmen at the hotel downtown to button his cuffs and tie his shoes or beaming a
video to his speaking engagements because of ill-health, Bill gets the job done.
And he does it all with a smile and a wave and without one moment of doubt or
self-pity. The world may not need the vanilla and other household products that
Bill Porter peddles door to door, but it sure does need more Bill Porters.
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Editorial Review

Review
'We love TEN THINGS I LEARNED FROM BILL PORTER... a testament to courage, love, the power of
relationships and optimism of spirit. An amazing gift.' -- Top Sante 20031201 Incredible inspiration about
the power of the spirit on every page. Uplifting.' -- Health & Fitness 20030901 'Bill Porter is a sterling
example that each of us can overcome any adversity, setback or handicap. Bill is inspirational to everyone.' --
Mark Victor Hansen, co-creator, NYT bestselling CH 20030901 'Oftentimes, a disability or a disease will
drain the life out of a person -- in Bill Porter's case, it seems to have done the opposite. He is an example and
inspiration to us all.' -- Dr Stephen R. Covey, author of THE 7 HABITS OF HIG 20030901 ' ... Shelly's
thoughtful storytelling of how Bill has lived his life will inspire you and prove that anything is possible. A
wonderful story and a wonderful book!' -- Cynthia Kersey, author of UNSTOPPABLE 20030901

About the Author
Shelly Brady first worked for Bill Porter as a teenager, and again as an adult. She and Bill now travel the US
as motivational speakers, using the lessons of Bill's remarkable story as inspiration for all. Shelly lives in
Portland, Oregon, with her husband and six children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kyle Coffman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring
True Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who Changed Lives was making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book
Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who
Changed Lives is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Ten
Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who Changed
Lives. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Louise Graham:

The e-book untitled Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door
Salesman Who Changed Lives is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality
of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who
Changed Lives from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.



Wayne Gaddis:

The book untitled Ten Things I Learned from Bill Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door
Salesman Who Changed Lives contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with
easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary
works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Jose Johnson:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Ten Things I Learned from Bill
Porter: The Inspiring True Story of the Door-to-Door Salesman Who Changed Lives is simple bringing you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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